
Ex-Ukrainian prime minister 
in U.S. custody 

WA SH TNG T ° N (AFP) — The Ukraine’s former 
Prune Mrmster Pavlo Lazarenko was in U.S. custody 
Sunday following his arrest by immigration authori- 
ties at New "tork s John F. Kennedy airport. U.S. offi- 
cials said. Lazarenko was detained Saturday on suspi- 
cion of illegally entering the United States. He was 
lacking proper travel documents including a visa. 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service (INS) 
spokesman Russ Bergeron told AFP. The former 
deputy and prime minister is wanted in the Ukraine on 
charges of embezzling public funds and illegally 
opening bank accounts outside the country. 
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U.S. governor 
defends personal 
handgun request 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
w Minnesota Governor and for- 
mer pro- wrestler Jesse Ventura 
on Sunday defended his 
request for a permit to cany a 
handgun. Ventura. 47, bushed 
off criticism from the head of 
his Midwestern state's police 
association that the request, 
which was granted, sends the 
wrong signal. “I just had a 
death threat a week ago," Ven- 
tura said on NBC television. 
“There are times when I do not 
have my protection with me." 
Ventura, a former commando 
with the Navy Seals, poinied 
out that as Minnesota governor 
he is the state’s top law 
enforcement officer, head of 
the Minnesota national guard, 
and head of the state troopers. 

* Hungry camel herd 
attacks picnickers 

RAS AL KHAIMAH (AFP) 
— A gang of eight hungry 
camels charged a picnic being 
enjoyed by two Jordanian fam- 
ilies in this northern area of the 
United Arab Emirates, a news- 
paper reported Sunday. The 
camels appeared bom behind 
a hill and descended on the 
food "making loud, angry’ 
noises." Gulf News said, "it 
took only seconds for them to 
be among us... we fled with the 
children from the picnic site," 
one of the mothers said, quot- 
ed by the newspaper. One of 
£ the children was slightly 
injured in the anack. Attempts 
to drive away the camels with 
sticks and stones failed. 

Anti-nuclear 
protesters invade 
NATO base 

KLEINE BROGEL (AFP) — 
More than 100 anti-nuclear 
protesters forced their way into 
a NATO base here Sunday, 
police said. .An unspecified 
number of militants were 
arrested, police added. Organ- 
isers put the figure of those 
detained at 80. Organisers — 
representing Mother Earth and 
^ War Resisters International — 
^ said that two demonstrators 
were attacked by military 
guard dogs. The action was 
Intended to protest against the 
presence of 10 nuclear bombs 
at the base. located near the 
border with the Netherlands, 
the organisers said 

Finnish woman 
shoots three dead 
at shooting range 

HELSINKI iAFPi — .An 
unidentified woman shot dead 
three men and seriously 
wounded a fourth at a shooting 
0 dub in central Helsinki on 
Sunday, police said They’ said 
the three dead w ere shot in the 
head and the woman fled the 
building immediately after the 
incident which took place at 
4:00 pm local time. A restau- 
rant neighbouring the shooting 
range w as closed and streets in 
the neighbourhood were 
blocked off to traffic, as police 
searched ihe area. Police forces 
across southern Finland were 
mobilised to find the woman. 
Finnish Television said 

3 children killed in 
Russian school fire 

® MOSCOW (AP» — A fire 
swept through a boarding 
school in Siberia on Sunday, 
killing at least three children, 
emergency officials said The 
eariv morning blaze destroyed 
the 'second floor of the five- 
storey building at School No. 
66 in Novokuznetsk, where 
children’s bedrooms were 
located said a sp^kesnun for 
the emergencies ministry. 
Three children under 15 years 
old w ere killed and four were 
hospitalised The other 92 chil- 
dren in the building were evac- 
H ualed to a summer camp facil- 
ity, the spokesman said 


King expresses appreciation 
for Prince Hassan’s efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday sera a reply to a mes- 
sage from HRH Prince Hassan 
expressing deep appreciation 
for his “distinguished and fruit- 
ful efforts and services." 

In reply to Prince Hassan’s 
message to the King on Feb. 9. 
King Abdullah requested that 
the Prince continue to bead the 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST) and to 
dedicate his efforts to promot- 
ing the country's efforts in the 
fields of science and technolo- 
gy- 

The HCST is the umbrella 
body for a number of organisa- 
tions that include the Royal Sci- 
entific Society, the National 
Information Centre, the Royal 
Geographic Society, and the 
Centre for Human Resources 
Development Informed 
sources said yesterday that the 
government will submit to Par- 
liament an amendment to foe 
HCST law, which currently 
places the council under the 
chairmanship of the Crown 
Prince. 

Following is ihe text of the 
King's message: 

"1 am sending you Hashemite 
Arab greetings reflecting affec- 
tion raid pride in your remark- 
able and abundant knowledge 
and your sound and wise views 
and extensive experience. I 
highly value your services over 
the past years that the late King 
Hussein, may God Ness his 
soul entrusted to you in recog- 
nition of your qualifications and 
potential and in response to 
your desire and enihusiasm to 
serve by his side. You saved the 


late King as a brother, compan- 
ion and supporter worthy of 
confidence and appreciation. 

I have received, with the 
respect arid gratitude that wo 
have all been taught in A1 Hus- 
sein’s school, your kind letter 
expressing your noble feelings 
and sincere affection and your 
noble qualities, congratulating 
us on assuming the top respon- 
sibility for dear Jordan and 
HRH Prince Hamzah upon 
assuming the postion of Crown 
Prince. In your letter, you have 
declared before God, foe nation 
and people that you will be for 
us and tiie Crown Prince, a 
brother and supporter who will 
not spare any knowledge, love 
or support This is what we. 
have been accustomed to and 
what the Jordanian people have 
been used to in their relation 
with the Hashemite family who 
God has brought together and 
who have reflected amity, soli- 
darity, purity and dear con- 
science. 

While expressing my deepest 
gratitude and appreciation to 
my dear uncle for every word 
contained in your kind lettec I 
am reaffirming our appreciation 
of your distinguished services 
and sincere arid fruitful efforts 
which you exerted side-by-side 
with King Hussein and with 
support and direction from him 
throughout the past years in the 
construction of numerous 
national institutions, uppermost 
among them the HCST. the 
Arab Thought Forum, A1 al 
Bayt Foundation, and Al al 
Bayr University. These institu- 
tions were instrumental in 
expanding the scopes of science 
and technology in our society 


and our life. Your sincere and 
tireless efforts through the Arab 
Thought Forum played a key 
role in bringing together Arab 
scholars and mtdlectuals, unit- 
ing their efforts in discussing 
our nation’s main issues and 
crystallising its future visions. 

Your efforts through Al al 
Bayt Foundation andAJ al Bayt 
University were fruitful — 
thank. God — as they have both 
contributed to a great extent in 
crystallising the bright and cor- 
rect image of Islam, of moder- 
ate arid civilised Islam, convey- 
ing to the wcxld a vision of an 
Islam free of fanaticism, bigotry 
or introversion. You have 
enriched this experiment 
through your sponsorship of 
interfaith dialogue, allowing 
scholars to meet in an atmos- 
phere of openness and toler- 
ance and enhancing common 
grounds and the main axes 
around which ihe followers of 
die three monotheistic religions 
gather. 

New that these institutions 
have been established and 
borne fruit, I am entrusting you 
with the task of continued 
chair manship of the HCST in 
order to dedicate your efforts 
towards promoting and activat- 
ing the council’s plans and pro- 
grammes and increasing its 
achievements with whai God 
has bestowed on you of knowl- 
edge and wisdom and with all 
the extensive experience and 
potential you have acquired 
over die years and ability to 
work for the future and to meet 
this age's requirements of sci- 
ence raid technology in order to 
benefit from it in various fields 
of life. I am hopeful that we will 


meet continuously in order to 
examine your plans and pro- 
grammes and id exchange 
views and consultations about 
their implementation and to 
attain their objectives. 

While expressing to my dea r 
uncle my deepest pride and 
appreciation of your sendees 
which will continue with God's 
help, I am reaffirming that these 
institutions in which you 
worked alongside with King 
Hussein will remain beacons of 
science, thought and knowl- 
edge. I am confident that you 
will not spare your advice, 
knowledge and sound opinion 
for these institutions. You will 
remain as you have always 
been, my dear uncle to whom I 
harbour affection, respect and 
appreciation as I consider you 
as a thinker, a scholar raid man 
of sound vision whose knowl- 
edge is sought and views are 
taken. I implore God the 
Almighty to protect you and to 
bestow on you health and hap- 
piness raid to guide our steps 
towards what is good for our 
counny and nation.’’ 

’Rioce Hassan had earlier sent 
King Abdullah a letter in which 
congratulated him and 
Crown Prince Hamzah on the 
assumption of their constitu- 
tional duties, wishing them suc- 
cess in serving Jordan and the 
Arab Nation. 

In the letter. Prince Hassan 
pledged to be a brother and sup- 
-porter of the King and the 
Crown Prince, committing 
himself to providing the knowl- 
edge and support that be offered 
to his late brother Kang Hus- 
sein. 



His Majesty King Abdullah offers condolences to a member of the family of an offi- 
cer killed in the line of duty last week (Petra photo) 

King offers condolences 
to families of slain officers 


TAFILEH (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday visited the southern 
town of Tafileh. where he 
called on the Faraheed and 
Khawaldeh clans to- offer 
his condolences over the 
deaths of two police offi- 
cers killed in the line of 
duty last Wednesday. 

Sergeants Mohammad 
Daifallah Khawaldeh and 
Mahmoud Salmeh Fara- 
heed were killed by two 
prisoners who overpowered 
them in a van that was 
transferring die prisoners 
from the State Security 
Court in Amman to Swaqa 
prison. 100 kilometres 
south of Amman, after a 
court session. 


The prisoners, Moham- 
mad Jagbameen and Abdul- 
lah Suleiman, were on trial 
for the murder of 12 people 
in separate incidents in the 
Shmeisani and Rabia 
neighbourhoods of 

Amm an. 

Suleiman was killed in an 
ensuing shoot-out with 
police while Jaghameen 
was wounded before being 
recaptured. 

King Abdullah met Fara- 
heed’s; wife, children and 
relatives and was informed 
about their needs and sta- 
tus. The King ordered that 
their needs be met 

Expressing appreciation 
to King Abdullah, the 
members of the two clans 


in Tafileh said the King's 
visit helped console them in 
their time of grief. 

The two clans and the cit- 
izens of the Tafileh gover- 
norate pledged allegiance 
to King Abdullah and the 
Hashemite leadership. 
Their stand was expressed 
by the ancle of officer 
Khawaldeh and other citi- 
zens of Tafileh. 

Bong Abdullah was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. the 
chief chamberlain. Prince 
Faisal, Prince Hashem, 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad and Public Security 
Department Director 
Nasouh Muhieddin. 


Arafat says Palestinians 
will elect his successor 

Norwegian FM asks Arafat 
not to declare state in May 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Sunday that he 
would leave the choice of who 
should succeed him to the 
Palestinian people. 

Arafat, reportedly suffering 
from serious health problems, 
has long refused to appoint a 
vice president tor the Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA). 

“I am sure that any one who 
will succeed me will be elect- 
ed by the Palestinian people,” 
Arafat said during a news con- 
ference with Norway’s For- 
eign Minister Kjell Magne 
Bondevik. 

Many assumed that Mah- 
moud Abbas, Arafat’s deputy 
in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), would 
succeed hint. 

But the diaspora-created 
PLO is gradually being super- 
seded by the PNA. and a new 
leader will likely need to win 
— as Arafat has done — a 
plebiscite. 

Bondevik raged Arafat to 
pursue the troubled peace 
negotiations with Israel and 
not carry out a threat to unilat- 
erally declare an independent 
state cm May 4. 

Bondevik, whose nation 
hosted secret talks between 
Israelis and Palestinians which 
led to the Oslo peace accords 
in 1993, said the two sides 
must continue negotiating 
even after the five-year interim 
period set out in those agree- 
ments expires next May. 

*T made it very clear that the 
parties should go back to the 
negotiations and that there is a 
need for more time after the 
dare of May 4," Bondevik said 
during the press conference 
with Arafat. 

He also hinted that the state- 
hood issue could have a nega- 
tive impact for Palestinians in 
Israeli general elections sched- 
uled for May 17. 


**We don't know who will be 
leading the government in 
Israel after the elections on 
May 17,” he said. 

Bondevik, on the first visit to 
the Gaza Strip by a Norwegian 
premier, said be and Arafra 
spoke in depth about the stale- 
mate in the peace process 
since Israel froze implementa- 
tion of the Wye River accord 
in December: 

Bondevik said he spoke with 
Arafat about the need to fight 
terrorism and cooperate in 
security matters with the 
Israelis as well as to make fur- 
ther progress in improving the 
human rights situation in areas 
governed by the PNA. 

But he reaffirmed Norway’s 
strong backing for the Pales- 
tinians, including significant 
hu manitari an aid. 

‘1 have promised the presi- 
dent that we will continue our 
support,” he said. 

Bondevik, who had been 
due to visit the region in Sep- 
tember but postponed the trip 
due to exhaustion, flew into 
Israel late Saturday and drove 
to Gaza City by car for talks 
with Arafat and a tour of a 
refugee camp near here. 

He was then scheduled to 
visit the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem for talks with 
Palestinian officials on the 
Bethlehem 2000 tourism and 
infrastructure project to pre- 
pare tor the flood of tourists 
expected for the millennium. 

Bondevik's government is a 
major donor to Bethlehem 
2000. 

Monday, the Norwegian 
leader will hold talks in Israel 
with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
President Ezer Weizman. 

Later, Arafat flew to Ger- 
many for talks with Chancel- 
lor Getbaid Schroeder about 
the stalled peace process with 
Israel officials said. 
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firms submit bids to set 
up country’s second mobile phone network 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — Five interna- 
tional telecommunication 
firms have submitted bids to 
supply and set up the second 
mobile phone network in Jor- 
dan, industry sources said 
Sunday. 

Besides providing the 
equipment and building infra- 
structure, the offers, submitted 
Saturday and opened Sunday, 
provide for technical assis- 
tance to the operator — the 
state-owned Jordan Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(JTC), whose monopoly on 
die sector will end by Dec. 31, 
2001 

JTC officials said they 
hoped to operate the new ser- 
vice, with nationwide cover- 


age, by August 
Nortel of Canada, Nokia of 
Finland, Ericsson of Sweden, 
Alcatel of France and 
Siemens of Germany submit- 
ted bids for the multi-million 
dollar contract 
The companies will have to 
qualify technically before pro- 
ceeding to die final stage — 
the financial evaluation. 

Hie Telecommunication 
Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) has not yet issued the 
telecommunications company 
a Global Systems for Mobile 
(GSM) licence. 

But TRC Director General 
Yousef Abu Jamous was quot- 
ed by the Arabic daily Al Arab 
Al Yawm on Saturday as say- 
ing that a licence would be 
issued soon. 


He did not provide details of 
the conditions, and senior JTC 
officials were not immediate- 
ly available for commenL 

However, a senior govern- 
ment official said the TRC has 
given the JTC a draft licence. 
‘The JTC is still studying the 
terms of the licence and is 
expected to finalise an agree- 
ment by the end of this 
month," be told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The JTC has issued tiie ten- 
der, but it remains unclear if 
the new GSM sendee will 
operate as part of the JTC or 
as a separate entity. Earlier, 
officials said that they expect- 
ed the JTC to form a sub- 
sidiary to run the mobile ser- 
vice. 

Jordan ; Mobile Telephone 


Service (Fastlink), the coun- 
try's sole mobile service 
provider; has said that giving 
JTC tiie licence without going 
through an open tender 
process violates the terms of 
their agreement 

Fastlink filed a breach of 
contract case against the gov- 
ernment in December 1997. 
But the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice, after deliberating the case 
fix a year, said it had no juris- 
diction to rule on it 

The government and 
Fastlink tried to settle the case 
out of court. Besides the issue 
of an open tender, Fastlink has 
insisted that the second 
mobile phone service opera- 
tor be subjected to similar 
conditions. 

It is not yet know what 


action Fastlink will take when 
tiie TRC formally issues the 
licence. 

In addition to JD7 million 
fx the licence, it paid JD 14.8 
million to scrap the now- 
defunct car telephone system 
and an additional JD27.4 mil- 
lion in total guaranteed pay- 
ment to the government over a 
fox-year operational period. 

Fastlink, which has over 
60,000 subscribers, pays the 
JTC 60 fils at peak time and 
40 fils off-peak in intercon- 
nect fees. These rates are con- 
sidered by the industry as 
among the highest in the 
world 

Also, Fastlink has a 20 per 
cent revenue sharing agree- 
ment with the government. 


Iraq claims Western warplane 
hit in southern no-fly zone 


BAGHDAD (R> — Iraq 
said its forces fired a mis- 
sile and hit a Western war- 
plane which was patrolling 
the southern no-fly zone 
on Sunday. 

The United States and 
Britain denied the report. 

A military communique 
quoted by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said: “In 
another aborted attempt, 
one of many aggressions 
to try to harm Iraq, the 
murderous crows returned 
and violated our national 
airspace today. 

“Iraqi air defences inter- 
cepted these hostile for- 
mations, and there are 
indications that one of the 
planes in the formation 
was hit by a missile from 
our resistance units on the 
ground,” it said. 

It did not say whether 
the aircraft was shot down 
but added that the planes 


fled Iraqi airspace. 

INA said that the planes 
flew 24 sorties from 
Kuwait and 18 sorties 
from Saudi Arabian bases 
using planes including F- 
14s, F-15s. and F-I8s sup- 
ported by AWAC early 
warning aircraft. 

U.S. and British planes 
are patrolling the no-fly 
zones set up in the south to 
protect Shiite Muslims 
and the north to protect 
Kurds after the 1991 Gulf 
War. 

The U.S. Defence 
Department and the 
defence ministry in Lon- 
don said all of their air- 
craft had returned safely. 

“The report is false. All 
of the morning flights 
[over the southern zone] 
were uneventful,” said 
Pentagon spokesman Mike 
Byers. 

The patrols have intensi- 


fied in the last few months 
since Iraq said it did not 
recognise the exclusion 
area and following a U.S.- 
British missile attack on 
Baghdad in December. 

Iraq reported three times 
last week that Western 
planes flew sorties in the 
northern no-fly zone and 
twice said they violated its 
airspace in the south. 

IN A said Sunday’s 
flights took place at 9:45 
a.m. local time with sor- 
ties over Basra, Misan, 
Dbi Qar and Muthanna 
provinces. 

Iraq has threatened to 
attack the bases in its two 
southern Gulf neighbours 
for letting the U.S. and 
British planes use them. It 
has also asked Turkey to 
stop letting warplanes 
launch sorties from its 
base, an appeal Turkey last 
week rejected. 


Four top generals retired 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah, the 
Supreme Commander of the 
Aimed Forces, on Sunday 
retired four top army major 
generals, including Tahsin 
Shurdoum, the second in com- 
mand for nearly a decade, offi- 
cial sources said. 

In die first reshuffle of array 
ranks, Ghazi Tayyeb, assistant 
to the chairman of foe Joint 
Chiefs of Staff fx operations, 
was transferred to foe Royal 
Corat The sources said he 
was named assistant to HRH 
Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad, ihe Kang’s advisor fx 
tribal affairs. 

They said the five men, all 
assistants to Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mira'i Kaabneh, 
were officially notified of ihe 
decision on Sunday. An offi- 
cial announcement is expected 
soon after the names of their 
successors are finally decided, 
they added. 

General Shurdoum, who 
had been in charge of ground 
operations for nearly a decade, 
was also a senior member of 


the Jordanian team that negoti- 
ated and signed the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel 

The other three major gener- 
als are Eid Rweidan, chief of 
military intelligence; Hamzeh 
Al Azb, head of personnel; 
oral Mohammad Abbadl head 
of administration. 

Officials expected the King 
to introduce other changes to 
different ranks of the aimy as 
part of continued efforts to 
modernise the forces. 

The King was heavily 
involved in fee modernisation 
process during his 14-year 
army career before takin g over 
the Throne. He last served as 
Commander of the Special 
Operations Command, the 
army's elite forces. 

‘The King is aiming to 
move forward with plans to 
modernise the Armed Forces 
that were laid by the late King 
Hussein,” said one of the 
sources. 

“As a career officer and pro- 
fessional soldier, the King is 
familiar with all the army's 
capabilities.” 
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Lebanon’s PM asks Mubarak 


to press Israel to leave village 


CAIRO (R) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Salim Hess 
on Sunday called on Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak to press Israel to 
end its takeover of a village 
in South Lebanon. 

Israel and its proxy mili- 
tia. the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), effectively 
annexed the village of 
Amoun to their occupation 
zone in South Lebanon on 
Thursday by installing lines 
of barbed wire and land- 
mines to prevent access 
from the rest of Lebanon. 

•*1 asked * President 
Mubarak to assist us on this 
issue by contacting major 
Arab countries to pressure 


Israel to withdraw from this 
village... and to stop its 
continuous attacks on 
Lebanon’s land and peo- 
ple," Hoss told reporters 
after meeting Mubarak. 

Hoss said he did not 
expect Israel to withdraw 
from Lebanon ahead of 
Israeli elections due in 
May. "Israel is fooling the 
world by promising to 
withdraw from Lebanon." 
he added. Hoss said 
Lebanon insists that Israel 
implement UK. Security 
Council Resolution 425, 
which calls for an uncondi- 
tional Israeli withdrawal 
from the south. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 


Amr Musa said: “What is 
more dangerous than this 
[Israeli actions in Lebanon] 
is that South Lebanon could 
become a toy in Israeli elec- 
tions." Musa said Egypt 
would support Lebanon in 
any steps it took to regain 
its land. Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, secretary general 
of the Cairo-based Arab 
League, said after his talks 
with Hoss that Israel’s 
move into Amoun called 
for on immediate, unified 
Arab stand. 

He said Lebanese resis- 
tance groups were forcing 
Israel to pay a high price for 
its occupation of South 
Lebanon. 


Amoun lies on the fringe 
of the occupied zone, over- 
looked by an Israeli posi- 
tion in the Crusader-era 
Beaufort Castle. 

The Israeli action was 
intended to prevent guerril- 
las from using the village. 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
(Party of God) guerrillas 
often mount attacks near 
Amoun. Israel has con- 
trolled parts of South 
Lebanon since 1978. It set 
up the security zone in 
1985. saying it was needed 
to protect its northern bor- 
der against guerrilla 
attacks. 


Costs of Likud’s American 


campaign guru queried 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s ruling Likud Party 
is paying a right-wing 
American political consul- 
tant half a million dollars to 
run Prime Minister 
BeDyamin Netanyahu’s 
reelection campaign, the 
Haaretz newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The newspaper said 
Likud had agreed to pay 
$300,000 to Arthur Finkel- 
stein to plan its campaign 
strategy for May elections, 
in addition to a $4,000 
monthly retainer he has 
been receiving since he 
helped Netanyahu win elec- 
tion in May 1996. 

The party is also paying 
Finkelstem’s travel and 
hotel expenses for twice- 
monthly trips to Jerusalem, 
where he coaches 
Netanyahu and Likud can- 
didates in the art of sound- 
bite attack campaigning, it 
said. 

The paper estimated that 


by the time voters go to the 
polls on May 17 to elect a 
parliament and prime min- 
ister, Likud would have 
paid Finkelstein at least 
$500,000. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Aviv Bushinsky disputed 
the Haaretz figures but 
declined to say how much 
Finkelstein was being paid. 

“The figures relating to 
the fees of Arthur Finkel- 
stein are much lower than 
what was printed in the 
newspaper," Bushinsky 
told AFP. 

But when asked how 
much the consultant he was 
receiving, Bushinsky said, 
“I don’t think it’s necessary 
to give information about 


the precise figures.’ 
“The whole Fin 


“The whole Finkelstein 
issue and the costs of his 
employment are under the 
supervision and the 
approval of Likud institu- 
tions and other relevant 
bodies ” he said. 


Finkelstein is credited 
with masterminding 

Netanyahu’s successful 
1996 election victory over 
incumbent Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres with a series 
of slogans accusing the 
then-Labour leader of 
weakness in negotiating 
peace accords with the 
Palestinians. 

The U.S.. consultant, who 
works for conservative 
Republicans, notably came 
up with Netanyahu's cen- 
tral election slogan, ’Teres 
will divide Jerusalem" — 
an accusation the Labour 
chief would let the Pales- 
tinians make Arab east 
Jerusalem the capital of a 
future state. 

According to several 
Israeli press reports, 
Netanyahu speaks nightly 
by telephone with Finkel- 
stein to work out ‘talking 
points” for ministers and 
other Likud candidates to 
use the next day against the 


Labour Party and other 
opponents. 

Most recently Finkelstein 
suggested Likud accuse the 
Labour Party of racism 
after an outgoing Labour 
MP who is an Ethiopian 
immigrant levelled the 
charge at Labour’s candi- 
date for premier, Ehud 
Barak, after being eliminat- 
ed from the party ticket in 
an internal primary last 
week. 

The incident was seen as 
damaging to Barak's 
attempt to put together a 
broad election alliance 
dubbed “One Israel” to 
challenge Likud. 

According to Likud insid- 
ers quoted in the Israeli 
press. Finkelstein 's talking 
points involve short 
punchy attacks focused pri- 
marily on Labour and 
branding Netanyahu's 
opponents as “leftists” 
unsuited to govern. 


‘Lockerbie assurance unneeded’ 


TUNIS (R) — Libya said on 
Sunday it was having a good 
laugh at suggestions that its 
government might be under- 
mined by prosecutors' ques- 
tions and arguments if two sus- 
pects face trial for the 1988 
Lockerbie airliner bombing. 

“The diplomatic editor of the 
Libyan news agency JANA 
laughed at (hose media that still 
believe that Libya has a regime 
similar to that of other soci- 
eties," JANA said. 

“The Libyan popular system 
is stronger than any system in 
the world, and therefore cannot 
be weakened and doesn’t need 
any protection whatever.” it 


added. 

The agency, monitored in 
Tunis, was commenting on 
reports that UK Secretary 
General Kofi Annan sent a let- 
ter to Libya on Wednesday 
with clarifications over the 
arrangements fin* a trial of two 
Libyan suspects by a Scottish 
court sitting in the Netherlands. 

Diplomats at the UK. told 
Reuters Arman was proposing 
that Scottish prosecutors 
should not attempt to under- 
mine the Libyan government, 
adding the trial would still need 
to delve into the motives 
behind the bombing which 
destroyed a Pan Am airliner 


over Lockerbie, Scotland and 
lolled 270 people. 

The JANA dispatch was the 
fust public Libyan comment 
on Lockerbie since Annan’s 
letter was sent to Tripoli as a 
result of mediation efforts by 
South African and Saudi 
envoys. 

On Friday, a Libyan envoy at 
the UK. had made some pre- 
liminary observations on 
Annan’s letter, but h was not 
clear whether Libya would 
announce a definite decision to 
extradite the suspects ahead of 
the Security Council review of 
sanctions on Friday. 

Sources said Libya, which 


indicated earlier it was wilting 
to hand over the suspects, 
wanted assurances that sanc- 
tions imposed in 1992 would 
be lifted, not merely suspend- 
ed. when the accused arrived in 
the Netherlands. 

The sanctions include a ban 
on flights to and from Libya 
and an embargo on some types 
of oil equipment The United 
States and Britain have 
dropped their insistence that 
the trial take place in either 
country and challenged Libya 
to make good on its offer to lei 
die suspects face trial on neu- 
tral ground. 



BUILDING COLLAPSES IN LEBANON: Lebanese civil defence workers search a collapsed budding ui i the town 
of Kahhaleh Saturday. At least five people were killed and three injured when a building on the eiru * 

highway collapsed on Saturday. Witnesses said the four-storey building, home to mostly Syrian wo r , 
the highway when it collapsed. Red Cross workers sent five bodies to nearby hospitals and said ey exp 
pull out more people from the rubble which, fell on passing cars and. pedestrians. The reason for ^ e aca was 
not immediately known but a woman who lived neariry said she saw workers examining and repairing the support 
columns of the building earlier in the afternoon (Reuters photo) 


Elections focus on the battle for Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The walls 
of Tehran are plastered with 
election posters as conserva- 
tives and reformers limber up 
for the battle of next Friday’s 
municipal elections, in which 
the capital is seen as the major 
prize. 

Two main lists are dominat- 
ing the campaign, as much for 
tiie ubiquity of their slogans 
and pictures as for the promi- 
nence and standing of their 
candidates. 

The reformist list, which 
includes three women, is led 
by Fenner Interior Minister 
Abdullah Nun. a close associ- 
ate of President Mohammad 
Khatami and publisher of the 
pro-Khatami paper Kbordad. 
-.The reformers are -pledging 
“real participation in power" 
— a reflection of the new polit- 
ical openness at [be top of 
Khatami's agenda. 

They are hoping to benefit 
from the wave of public enthu- 
siasm foe reform that brought 
Khatami to power in 1997, 
when he gained 75 per cent of 


the vote in Tehran. 

Noun is also hoping to profit 
from the popularity of another 
associate, former reformist 
Mayor Gholamh ossein Kar- 
baschi, himself disqualified 
from office after being found 
guilty of corruption in a trial 
last year overseen by conserva- 
tives. Facing the reformers is 
the right-wing conservative 
list, headed by Afi Kamushi, 
head of the powerful chamber 
of commerce and an influential 
member of the Tehran bazaar, a 
stronghold of traditionalists. 

There are two women on the 
list and only one member of 
the dergy, in a clear sign that 
the conservatives are anxious 
to rid themselves of their tradi- 
tionalist image, and to present 
themselves instead as efficient 
administrators. 

They have toned down their 
rhetoric about remaining faith- 
ful to the Islamic revolution, 
and put the city’s problems at 
(he forefront of their campaign 
— uncontrolled building 
development pollution, cor- 


ruption and unemployment 
Their posters call for a humane 
and modem administration, 
and preach respect for tradi- 
tional architecture. 

‘The city’s development can 
be guaranteed by specialists 
working for the people.” then- 
posters read. 

Another list also close to 
Khatami, includes four mem- 
bers of the outlawed but toler- 
ated Iran Freedom Movement 
which has been prevented 
from standing elsewhere in the 
country. Beyond the clash of 
factions, the current election 
campaign has thrown up a new 
political style, making a more 
direct appeal to voters and 
addressing (be issues which 
interest them, rather than rely- 
ingfon the conventional argu- 
ments of the post 

Indicative of the new mood 
is the poster campaign of one 
of the independents. Sadeq 
Samiei. a British-trained jour- 
nalist His election photo — 
pasted up all over the city — 
shows him sporting a tie. an 


item that has been ridiculed 
since the revolution 20 years 
ago as mere aping of Western 
fashion. 

The English language Iran 
News has spotted the new 
trend and approves it. 

"The code of dress no longer 
plays a determining role in can- 
didate's success or failure. This 
social tolerance could be found 
only at the very early stages of 
the revolution,” it wrote. 

‘One candidate used carica- 
tures in promoting his candida- 
cy which was like a breath of 
fresh air compared to die suffo- 
cating traditional style.” it 
added. 

"Contrary to the norm in 
other elections, most candi- 
dates emphasise their profes- 
sional and educational back- 
grounds instead of relying 
solely on their revolutionary 
experience," the paper said. 

The municipal elections, 
being held throughout foe 
country, are foe first of their 
kind since the 1979 revolution. 


Iraqi Shiites march over cleric’s death 


AMMAN (R) — security 
forces broke up a demonstra- 
tion on Sunday protesting the 
murder of a leading Shiite 
Muslim cleric in Iraq, wit- 
nesses said. 

They said scores of protest- 
ers were dispersed peacefully 
after marching for five min- 
utes in central Amman in 
memory of Ayatollah 


Mohammad Sadeq Sadr, a 


leading Shiite figure from the 
southern Iraqi holy city of 


Najaf. 

The demonstrators had 
marched, chanting slogans 
calling for revenge for the 
ayatollah's death. 

Sunday’s brief march was a 
rare demonstration of grow- 
ing numbers of Iraqi immi- 


grants in Jordan. 

Government officials have 
said 160.000 Iraqis may be 
living in Jordan after fleeing 
their sanctions- hit country. 

Friday’s killing of Ayatollah 
Sadr was the second reported 
attack against a Shiite cleric in 
Iraq this year and followed 
the killings last year of two 
ayatollahs of Iranian origin in 


the overwhelmingly Shiite 
south of the country. 

Iraq has blamed unnamed 
foreign intelligence services 
for previous killings but 
neighbouring Iran has 
accused the mainly Sunni 
Muslim Baghdad govern- 
ment of responsibility. 
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GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:10 News headlines 

19:35 Doc. — Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 2 
links up with channel 1) 

20:30 Programme on the laie His 
Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 ..Islamic History in Jordan 

21:30 On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 -.News in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel I ) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:50 .... 

‘Fajr 

06:08..... 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 .... 


15:00 .... 


17 JO .... 


18:48.... 



CHURCHES 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TcL 581 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swci- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TcL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

462S0S2 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 


Amman. 

.01/14 

07/21 


Jordan VaOey — 

04/20 


Dr. Mahmoud Abol Raya (02)245209 
Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 1 1 Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 percent 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hisham Sharabati (05)986632 
Palestine Pharmacy.. ..(05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajlotm 03(10 

Jerash Q5/J6 

Um Qays 05/16 

Madaba ......03/13 

Petra .04/14 

Dead Sea 11/22 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifiefa, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 
: Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 175 1. 

Amman international Church 
Tel. 5865897 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid AJ Sba’ir 439 1405 

Dr. FflkhriTayeh .4915880 

Dr. FakberBUbdsi .55 2223 3 

Dr. MazenNbaK 5350435 


Temperatures are expected to rise AMMAN: 

gradually and winds easterly Firas Pharmacy 5661912 


moderate. In Aqaba, it will be Ai Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 
warm, winds northerly moderate Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 


to active, and seas calm. 


RuknAIDawa Pharmacy .-5536169 


MinJMax. temp. 


IRBID: 


Food Control Centre 4637111 

Cm! Defence Department 5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.463034] 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 

Rescue Pcdice: 192, 4621 1 1 1, 4637777 

Fire Brigade. 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police. .5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept. 4630321 

Hotel Complains. 5605800 

Price Complaints. -5661 1 76 

Water & Sewerage Contains _4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) ..121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Cental Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5815615 

Electric Power 

Co. 4636381 

RJ Flight Information. 44-53200 

Queen Aba M. Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdti 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — .5856856 

Luzmiln 4630195 

Khali di Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity .4642362 

Maihas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 3607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 

AJ-Munsher Hospital ...5667227/9 

Al-AhlLAbdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen _ 4777101/3 

AI-Bashlr. .4775111/26 

Amy. Marta 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amai Hospital 3607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre ....5353000 


Speciality Hospital -(02)7103100 03:00 .Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


29=15 .....Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Tehran (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

21=20 -Damascus (RJ) 

22:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospitai (03)20141 II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Internationa! Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be i vrified. Information on 
other Jlig/us can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
on phone 4875201-5 


Other Flights 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09:30 .Cairo tMS) 

19:00 — Khartoum (SD) 

^^O Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 ....Dubai. Abu Dhabi fEK) 

17=50 Istanbul (SDi 

18:40 Beirut «ME) 

15:15 Frankftm ILH) 

^2*25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KLl 

01:25 - Athens (OA) 


Other Flights 

06:00 _JstanbuI (TK) j 

07:25 -Paris (AF) 

09:05 .London (BA) | 

10 ^0 -Cairo (MS) 

11:05 - .Istanbul (SD) 

14:10 — Bahrain (GF) 

15 -3° Vienna (OS) 

15:35 DohafQRj 

16:30 -Dubai (EK) 

10:50 -Khartoum (SD) 

20:00 Beinu(ME) 

23:10 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

02:45 Athens (OA) 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital— —(09)983323 
Zaiqa National Hospital ..(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basraa Hospital .(02 1275555 
Roman Qiholic Hospital (02U72275 
Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 
1 02)7102831. (02)7102011 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 - Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 .....Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

(Bh20 - .Beirut (RJ) 

11 JO Kew Delhi tRJ) 

16:20 — -...Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 - .London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amestrdam (RJ) 

18:05 — .Kuwait (RJ) 

18-35 — Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1930 — Lamaca (add) (RJ) 

20:45 ....Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 
23:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings ( RW) 

08:50 .Aqaba (arriving at QAlA) 
(RW) 

0935 Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

1730 Gaza (arriving at OAIai 
(RW) V 

^ AV * V (an * vin ® 31 QAlA) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

iwm sir" Beirut (RJ) 

U.00 Shannon. Chicago (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

U:30 Z L ^ ndw(R J> 


Cairo (RJ; 


0,w -Lamaca (addKRJ) 


Royal Wings ( RW) 

Aqaba (from Marka Airport) 

13:30 Gaza (from Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ 

20:30 -Aqaba (from QAlA) (R!W) 
-1:00 ..Tel Aviv (from QAlA) 

<RW)i8*5o . Khar toum 

■SD) 

-Beirut (ME) 

~ :1 ° Tel Aviv (LY) 

U“ :25 Amsterdam (KL) 

02:45 Athene (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

0&30 Aqaba (from Malta Airport) 

(RW? Gaza (from Mada Airport) 

20:30 .Aqaba (from QAlA) (RW) 
21:00 -Tel Aviv (from QAlA) (RW) 
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* JMA presses for changes in law to 
protect rights of doctors/patients 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN _ The Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) 
is working had to protect the 
rights of physicians beine 
tried on charges of medical 
malpractice and patients suf- 
fering from possible health 
care errors, officials said on 
Sunday. 

A committee, formed by the 
JMA in June, is Dying to end 
"rash measures” taken by the 
prosecutor generals against 
such physicians, including 
holding them in custody for 
two weeks and banning them 
0 from practising throughout 
the trial period which often 
takes years. 

Up to 30 doctors are 
charged with medical mal- 
practice each year, and the 
majority of them end up 
cleared by courts, JMA offi- 
cials said. 

Likewise, many victims of 
health care errors often com- 
plain they have given up on 
the legal process and on 
receiving fair compensation. 

JMA Chairman Basem 
Dajani is campaigning hard to 
end “rash measures” against 
doctors charged with commit- 
ting medical mistakes. 

"It takes a great effort to 
release these doctors on bail, 
_ and sometimes this is impos- 
wsible as it depends on the 
whim of the prosecutor" said 
Dajani. 56, a U.S.-educated 


internist allergist immunolo- 
gist. 

The JMA’s eight-member 
commission, formed in June, 
is seeking to regulate litigation 
in order to secure the rights of 
patients claiming to be victims 
of medical malpractice as well 
as ensuring that doctors 
accused of wrongdoing get a 
fair trial. 

The committee, which 
includes senior lawyers, 
physicians from the army-run 
Royal Medical Services, the 
JMA, and the Health Ministry, 
is pressing for amendments to 
the medical association law 
and other related legislation. 

“We are demanding that 
legal measures, such as ban- 
ning doctors from practising 
or refusing to grant them bail 
once they are in custody 
should not be taken unless 
there are sufficient valid 
proofs against physicians,” 
said Mo 'men Hadidi, 45, the 
committee's rapporteur. 

"Until now, there is no clear 
mechanism on how to deal 
with medical malpractice, 
although there are several 
laws that regulate the practice 
of medicine in the Kingdom.” 
explained Hadidi. He was 
referring to the Penal Code, 
the Jordan Medical Council 
temporary law, the JMA law 
and the Jordanian medical 
constitution law. 

Medical malpractice such as 
the performance of illegal 


abortions, the illicit prescrib- 
ing of regulated drags, care- 
lessness and practising under 
tiie influence of alcohol are 
offences that require immedi- 
ate punitive measures, Hadidi 
said. 

“But unfortunately, the 
prosecutor generals tend to 
take rash measures against 
doctors when patients file any 
complaint, regardless of bow 
serious it is.” he added. 

“The JMA approached the 
Health Ministry, the Justice 
Ministry and the attorney gen- 
eral to proceed in a more 
civilised fashion in such 
cases,” said Dajani. “But so 
far, our efforts have failed.” 

The Ministry of Health 
orders that doctors charged 
with malpractice cease prac- 
tising until the court issues its 
ruling on their case. 

Dajani said the committee 
underscored the need to have 
separate courts dealing with 
medical malpractice when the 
late King Hussein visited the 
professional associations early 
last year. 

Dajani said the JMA gener- 
al assembly approved several 
articles to amend the medical 
association law in line with 
recommendations put by the 
committee. 

"Now these articles and 
other amendments to the asso- 
ciation law” will have to go 
through constitutional chan- 
nels before they lake effect 


Police question man in crime of honour 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Police are ques- 
tioning a 17-year-old male who 
last week choked his sister to 
death in Ramtha for suspected 
immoral behaviour, according 
to official sources. 

The victim, Suhair 24, 
was killed at around midnight 
last Sunday. Her brother, a 
minor, turned himself in to 
# police saving he had committed 
a "crime of honour.” one source 
said. 

Another source told the Jor- 
dan Tunes yesterday that the 


brother had heard that his sister 
was involved in an “immoral 
relationship,” and urged by his 
relatives he plotted to kill her. 

Just after midnight on Feb. 
16. the victim arrived at the 
home of her grandmother, 
where she had been living since 
the death of her father 15 years 
ago, to find her teenage brother 
waiting for her, the source said. 

“When she entered the house, 
the two started arguing, then the 
17-y ear-old punched his sister 
in the face, pinned her to the 
floor and strangled her with his 
belt,” the source, who refused to 


be named said. 

The source said a forensic 
examination of the victim 
reveal no evidence that the 
woman had engaged in sexual 
intercourse. 

According to other sources, 
when the victim's family 
learned of the medical exami- 
nation. they placed a white flag 
on her grave, to denote her 
innocence. 

Under Jordanian law, minors 
who commit murders are 
placed at a juvenile centre, 
where they' are taught a trade 
and continue their education. 


Discount toy shops aim to 
reach more children 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — Gose out toy shops 
are spreading in Amman in a bid 
to meet the needs of a large sec- 
tion of Jordanians with limited 
financial resources. 

^ “The existing toy shops in the 
Kingdom are generally over- 
priced.” said Bias Sharabati, 
General Manager of American 
Close Out Toys Shop in Abdali. 
"Our shop is intended to give peo- 
ple a chance to get good quality 
toys for a relatively affordable 
price." 

The toy s are imported mainly 
from the" U.S. after the end of 
each financial season. 

The dose out concept works on 
the bosb> that companies have 
agreements with merchants to 
buy surplus stock at the end of 
each financial season for a 
reduced price, explained Shara- 
bati. The only condition is that the 
^products should be sold by the 


k3o in accordance with a grade 
system, "although this will not be 
the case here in Jordan where the 
toys will be sold at a fixed price of 
JD8,” Sharabati added 

However, at JDS, the price still 
remains out of the reach of many. 

“I can hardly feed [my chil- 
dren], I wouldn’t buy my children 
toys for JDS a kilo.” said Majada 
Abu Rumayleh. mother of five. 

The average number of chil- 
dren in a Jordanian family is four 
and the per capita of a Jordanian 
is approximately JD100. 

Normally, prices of toys range 
between 250 fils to a phenomenal 
JDS00 said Issam Naber, General 
Manager of Adel Naber Toys Co. 
"MosTour toys are imported from 
Europe and the U.S. and some 
from Asian countries such as Tai- 
wan,” be said 

According to Naber, toys from 
Asia are generally cheaper than 
their American counterparts 
because of their quality, but 


American toys are also more 
expensive because of customs. “If 
it wasn’t for the high customs, 
anybody could get a good toy for 
JD20 instead of JD60 or 70,” 
Naber said 

Mohammad M b aide e n from 
the Tax and Custom Department 
said that total custom imposed on 
toys is only 10 per cent. The only 
exemptions are for toys imported 
for mosques, churches, orphan- 
ages, and other charities. Howev- 
er, countered Naber, customs 
should distinguish between edu- 
cational and other types of toys, 
and, be added, even if die current 
level of customs is aimed at 
encouraging locally-made prod- 
ucts, lowering customs would 
help improve the quality of Jor- 
danian toys as a result of the 
sharpe- competition. “We will 
gladly pay for locally-made toys 
and seep importing foreign prod- 
ucts when the quality is competi- 
tive,’' be said 


Brotherhood blasts 
call for confederation 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood on Sunday 
blasted as “a lethal blow to 
the Palestinian cause” a 
recent call by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat for 
a confederation with Jor- 
dan. 

“The Muslim Brother- 
hood believes that suggest- 
ing such a confederation 
indicates that the Palestin- 
ian [National] Authority 
has reached a deadlock and 
is trying to find a way out 
of die embarrassment of 
not [being able] to achieve 
a Palestinian state in a form 
satisfactory to the Palestin- 
ian people.” the powerful 
opposition group said in a 
statement. 

The Brotherhood accused 
the PNA of promoting 
"Zionist designs” by offer- 
ing Israel an option that 
would relieve it from hav- 
ing to implement the agree- 
ments it signed and allow it 
to “trade the peace process 
for peanuts." 

Arafat surprised many 
with an announcement on 
Feb. 12 that he was interest- 
ed in forging a confedera- 
tion with Jordan. 

“We want [His Majesty 


King Abdullah] to know 
that the Palestine National 
Council has agreed to a 
confederation with Jordan, 
but that is up to him," 
Arafat told a meeting of his 
Fateh movement. 

Jordan moved swiftly to 
reiterate its full support for 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on Pales- 
tinian national soil. 

“When this happens, all 
options will be open to dis- 
cuss different forms of rela- 
tionships” Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Bah Khatib told 
the Jordan Times then. 

Analysts here said 
Arafat’s statement on a 
confederation with Jordan 
could be part of prepara- 
tions for an announcement 
thai the declaration of inde- 
pendence he had repeatedly 
threatened to issue on May 
4, will be postponed, 

"The Muslim Brother- 
hood rejects this confedera- 
tion project which it con- 
siders very dangerous for 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
alike," the statement said. 

"‘We call on decision- 
makers in Jordan, in the 
Arab and Muslim world to 
reject this project and to 
stand united against the 
Zionist invasion,” it added. 



JEIA prepares for visit to PNA 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from die Jordanian Exporters 
and Importers Association (JEIA) has started its final prepara- 
tions for a six-day visit to die Palestinian National Authority in 
order to strengthen economic cooperation and boost the two 
sides’ trade exchange. Association Director General Halim Abu 
Rahmeh said the delegation, which will leave on March 5, will 
include a number of Jordanian exporters and investors repre- 
senting several industrial sectors hoe. 

Two-year aviation 
programme on offer soon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Balqa Applied University and Holland’s 
Maastricht Institute of Management on Sunday signed a coop- 
eration agreement to offer a two-year aviation management 
masters programme at the Queen Noor Technical Faculty for 
Civil Aviation. The programme win accept 30 students with uni- 
versity degrees, and a TOEFL certificate. Students, who will 
attend lectures eight days every three months, will be required to 
submit a graduation proposal and attend a two-week course at 
the Dutch institute. The faculty and the institute are to set up the 
programme’s regulations and requirements. University Resi- 
dent Khaled Touqan and Institute President Mohammad Sameh 
Namki signed the agreement in the presence of a number of Jor- 
danian and Dutch officials. 

Mamsar meets Saudi delegation for talks 
on delinquents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Moham- 
mad Khefr Mamsar bid Secretary General Farouq Nagawaion 
Sunday met with a Saudi delegation representing the ministries 
of labour, social affairs and the interior and discussed with them 
the ministry’s programmes and plans to take care of juvenile 
delinquents as well as means of rehabilitating them. 

Upper House 
discusses drought 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament’s agricul- 
tural committee held a meeting under die chairmanship of Mar- 
wan Hmoud with the attendance of Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha and Minister of Interior Nayef Qadi at which 
they discussed the drought that has affected the Kingdom 
recently. Hmoud said that the committee stressed the need for 
supporting the fanners who were affected by draught 

Ajlouni opens medical workshop 

NORTHERN SHUNEH (Petra) — Heath Minister Nayel 
Ajlouni on Sunday opened a two-day workshop on medical 
education in A1 Manshia area, aiming at promoting medical care 
and management. Ajlouni inspected Mu’atb Hospital and was 
briefed on the state of medical services and facilities provided to 
residents. 


NCP denies reports of disintegration 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Senior members 
of the National Constitutional 
Party (NCP) yesterday denied 
reports that their group was 
about to disintegrate, but party 
sources acknowledged ideo- 
logical differences within .the 
leadership and a mounting 
financial crisis. 

Awad Khali di. a member in 
die delegation to the 1992 
Madrid peace conference and 
one of 27 NCP executive 
council members, dismissed 
local press accounts that party 
leaders had failed to convene 
in regular meetings for the past 
two months and that a semi- 
official meeting on Saturday 
came to blows. 

“This is not true. We will 
read and study such reports,” 
Khali di, a former ambassador, 
said in a telephone interview 
on Sunday. 

Bora only two-and-a-half 
years ago from the merger of 
nine centrist parties, the NCP 
was initially considered the 
extension of the regime on Jor- 
dan’s relatively new political 
party scene. 

Analysts then said the com- 
bination of financial resources, 
flowing from business circles 
and affluent segments of soci- 
ety, as well as the political 
expertise and influence of its 
higher cadres of former offi- 
cials and tribal leaders, would 


make the NCP a success story. 

But waves of hundreds of 
resignations — all triggered by 
prominent defections, starting 
with the NCP's vice-president, 
the late Aldf Fayez — have 
weakened the party ever since 
its official launch, in May 
1996. 

Brusque resignation letters 
have denounced undemocratic 
practices within the party, 
expressed frustration at the 
party's failure to embody more 
modem and liberal policies, 
and even exposed personal 
feuds. 

The November 1997 general 
elections dealt another blow to 
the NCP, which could only 
win two seats in the 80-mern- 
ber Lower House. 

Since the latest prominent 
resignation — that of Agricul- 
ture Minister Mijhem 
Khreisha, a few weeks ago — 
writers have increasingly 
dwelled on the precarious 
health of the party. 

Some reports this week said 
the party was living its last 
days and hs death would be 
announced soon. 

“The problems of the NCP 
are tribalism and lack of clear 
policies.’' said one of the for- 
mer minis ters who resigned 
from the party. 

"Many were disappointed 
when it became dear that it 
was a tribal, not a political, 
party,” be said, asking not to 


be named in order not to “per- 
sonalise the issue." 

"But the problem is also ide- 
ological, since the party has 
not shown unity in the policies 
it intends to advocate.” 

In the first weeks in the life 
of the NCP, its leaders were 
divided on the issue of the one- 
person, one-vote system, with 
those of liberal and leftist 
background asking for amend- 
ments to the elections law. 
while others, from a more con- 
servative background, sup- 
ported it 

More recently, talks on an 
improbable alliance with the 
Democratic Party of the Left 
for electoral amendments allo- 
cating a percentage of parlia- 
mentary seats to political par- 
ties left many NCP members 
confused or perplexed. 

Alarm bells are also ringing 
from inside the NCP ranks. 

With annual registration fees 
ranging from JD5 for 3,000 
file and rank members to JD60 
for the higher cadres, the NCP 
is suffering from greai finan- 
cial difficulties. 

“We estimated that we need 
at least JD 150.000 a year to 
ran the party properly NCP 
spokesperson Khaldoun Nass- 
er said in a recent interview 
with the Jordan Times. 

Even though the party turns 
to its supporters for funding 
from time to time, 'that is still 
not enough," Nasser said. 


Lower House presses government 
to disclose findings into hijacking 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies on Sunday pressed the 
government to disclose results of 
investigations into last Wednes- 
day’s hijacking of a prisoner van 
in which two policemen were 
killed. 

Mohammad Daifaliah and 
Mahmoud Faraheed were killed 
when Mohammad Jaghabeen 
and Abdullah Suleiman, two 
prisoners who were being trans- 
ported back to Swaqa Prison, 
overpowered them in the police 
van, grabbed one of their guns 
and tolled them. 

During die Parliament session. 
Interior Minister Nayef Qadi told 
deputies tint a seven-calibre gun 
was found at the scene of the 
hijacking, confirming earlier 
reports that a second gun, other 
than the one forced from the 
police guards in the van, was 
used in the incident. Seven cali- 
bre fire arms are not standard 
issue of the Public Security 


Department. 

During the shoot-out with 
police forces called to the scene 
of die hijacking, one of the two 
prisoners was lolled and die other 
was injured and later hospitalised 
at the King Hussein Medical 
Centre. 

Tie investigation committee 
looking into die incident is marie 
up of senior officials from the 
Public Security and Intelligence 
Departments. 

"This crime has raised several 
doubts about the state of domes- 
tic security... and whether we 
should review our security poli- 
cy," Sidqi ShabataL a deputy 
from the southern governorate of 
Tafilah were the two policemen 
come firm, said during Parlia- 
ment’s ordinary session. 

Shabatat questioned whether 
the security personnel involved in 
the transfer of die two prisoners, 
from the court in Amman, where 
they, were being tried on 12 
counts of murder, back to Swaqa 
Prison, were following standard 


procedures. 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh said 
that the administration of die 
security agencies in die country is 
“being tested at this moment, and 
the repeated killings of police- 
men have caused coacem among 
the population." 

Akaileh, also from Taffleh, 
asked the ministers present in the 
House chamber why the police 
reinforcements took three hours 
to bring the hijacking to an end. 

Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh said that officials 
investigating the case will deter- 
mine whether there was, any. 
shortcoming in following proce- 
dures by the security officers. - 

Tarawneh urged lawmakers 
against jumping to conclusions, 
adding that “if die investigation 
proves thar there was a shortcom- 
ing. we win show no leniency, 
and those responsible will be 
punished, regardless of who they 
are.” 

The investigation is expected to 
take several days. 


Six-day first aid workshop begins 


AMMAN (Para) — Delegates from 
17 natioos Sundry began a six-day 
regional workshop on first aid, 
focusing on training personnel in the 
delivery of immediate medical atten- 
tion. 

In a letter to the wetkshop partici- 
pants, HRH Princess Sarvath, hon- 
orary chairperson of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS), said die workshop was 
evidence of the participating nations’ 
determination to upgrade humanitar- 
ian services. 

In the letter, read to the gathering 
by JNRCS President Mohammad 
Hadid, Princess Sarvath said lb: Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
conduct humanitarian services 
throughout the world to assist vic- 


tims of natural disasters and con- 
flicts. She stressed that these organi- 
sations' efforts know no borders or 
boundaries. 

The life-tong effbns of the late 
King Hussein to promote and 
encourage noble deeds, particularly 
the provision of humanitarian ser- 
vices to those in need anywhere, 
Princess Sarvath said, will be 
remembered by the corning genera- 
tions. In his address to the partici- 
pants, Hadid said Jordan h as adopted 
a plan to deal with emergencies and 
tfisastm, noting that the JNRCS has 
a key role to play in this respect and 
is involved in training people in first 
aid services as well as securing 
aaroiranodation, food and medicine 
for victims of conflicts and disasters. 


He said the JNRCS, serves as a 
liaison between Jordan and nOD-gov- 
emmema] organisations in chan- 
nelling assistance to disaster victims. 

Tie JNRCS provides training in 
humanitarian services including first 
aid to the country's schools and insti- 
tutions and seeks to ensure that first 
aid service is available to every 
household. 

Tie workshop will deal with the 
improvement of first aid services and 
the role of personnel providing this 
immediate medical assistance. 

Participants to the workshop, 
organised by the Ihteraaticinal Feder- 
ation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, have come from the Near 
East and North Africa as well as 
Fiance, Switzerland and Sweden 


The men in orange: Overlooked, forgotten and abused yet vital to Amman 


Bv Susan Resheq 


AMMAN — .Amman, home 
to nearly two million people, 
is among the region’s cleanest 
capiialsrffianks to an army of 
3.000 sanitation workers man- 
ning most streets to pick up lit- 
ter from cars, pedestrians and 
households. 

Their difficult task has been 
complicated by the lack of 
implementation of articles in 
0he Traffic Law which sets a 
fine of between JD 1 0 to JD50 
for linering from a vehicle. 

"Most people depend on us 
to clean the country,” said Ali 
Ahmad, dad in tiie standard 
issue orange uniform as he 
removed liner from outside a 
private girls school in an afflu- 
ent part of the capital. 

“People are proud of the 
country 's level of cleanliness,” 
:u-(Av( his colleague. Khalil 
Salem. “But do they ask them- 
selves who is responsible for 
the country’s dean streets? 


•f*. 


asked 

There are many trash con- 


tainers in every street, but 
often people ignore them and 
keep littering streets because 
they know there are workers 
who clean after them.” 

The Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM), whose 
services cover 40 per cent of 
the country's 4.6 million pop- 
ulation, spends around JD10 
million a year to maintain the 
dty’s tidiness. 

Sanitation workers' salaries 
account for JD6 million and 
the rest goes to pay the costs of 
garbage transport and mainte- 
nance of garbage dumps. 

Mayor Nidal Hadid 
promised after taking over the 
reins of the GAM in August 
dial he would work hard with 
the Traffic Department to 
enforce the no-linering articles 
thai apply to motorists. 

But street littering has con- 
tinued unabated because of 
lack of popular cooperation 
and tough law enforcement 
“We are spearheading great 
efforts to keep the country 
dean, but we still need peo- 


ple’s cooperation,” said Nayef 
MadacL head of the S anitati on 
Department at the GAM’S 
capita] branch. 

“And articles of the law have 
to be enforced to prevent peo- 
ple from littering the streets.” 

Armed with 292 sanitation 
workers, his department main- 
tains the cleanliness of a vast 
area between the GAM head- 
quarters in the heart of down- 
town to the densely-populated 
nearby areas of Mahaia, 
Hadadeh and Jofeh. 

He also took pride in the 
GAM’s “successful experi- 
ment" launched several years 
ago to gradually help replace 
Egyptian sanitation workers 
with Jordanians after giving 
them a minimum monthly 
salary of JD1 14 in addition to 
health insurance, social securi- 
ty benefits and a JD3 in yearly 
increase. 

The move is part of wider 
efforts to combat unemploy- 
ment among Jordanians — 
officially estimated at 16 per 
cent and independently at up 


to 27 per cent — and to reduce 
hundreds of thousands of for- 
eign labourers, many working 
illegally in low-paid jobs 
shunned by Jordanians. 

“Thanks to our drive to 
recruit Jordanians, now 
around ISO of the 292 sanita- 
tion workers garbage collec- 
tors are Jordanians,” said 
Madad. The rest are Egyp- 
tians.” 

Sanitation workers operate 
on an eight-hour shift basis, 
with Egyptians working on a 
daily basis for a minimum of 
JD3-56 a day in addition to 
social security benefits. 

Atiah Sued, a Jordanian, 
said he was forced to turn to 
garbage collecting as a job to 
help his 10-member family 
eke out a precarious existence 
on the JD1 17 he earns every 
month. 

'If you can help me find 
another job, I would leave 
now,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 'But for now, I will go 
on working for hours to clean 
streets around schools.” added 


Saed, who joined the GAM in 
1996. 

Several sanitation workers 
complained that people in 
genera] looked down on them. 

“Many people do not 
respect us because of our job 
and many of them talk to us in 
an impolite manner,” lament- 
' ed a 58-year-old Egyptian. 

“Once I saw a man throwing 
a piece of paper on the street 
so I asked him to pick it up and 
place it in a container,'’ he 
recalled. ‘But he totally 
ignored me and started shout- 
ing and cursing.” 

Sami Hasan, 25, who holds 
a diploma in business admin- 
istration, said he took a job as 
a sanitation worker because he 
could find no office job. 

But he said he was hardly 
making ends meet. 

“I am responsible for six 
members of my family and I 
have to pay JD50 in monthly 
rent,” he complained. “In 
addition, everything is gating 
more and more expensive." 

He said he had to leave his 



It’s a dirty job, but... 


fiancee after a two-year 
engagement because he could 
not cover the expected costs of 
marriage. 


T had to leave her because I 
could not ask her to wait for 
me any longer,” Hasan added. 
T am still hoping to get mar- 


ried but I do not know when 
my financial condition will 
improve, that is if it will ever 
improve.*’ 


i 
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Indian, Pakistani 
premiers to sign 


two agreements 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) 
— Indian Prime Minister 
Aial Behari Vajpayee and 
his Pakistani counterpart 
Nawaz Sharif will sign two 
agreements at the end of 
their historic weekend sum- 
mit here Sunday, Pakistani 
officials said. 

One of the documents will 
be a “Lahore declaration" 
regarding the summit itself, 
while the second will 
involve confidence-build- 
ing measures aimed at eas- 
ing bilateral tensions, the 
officials said. 

No further details were 
immediately available. 

According to Pakistani 
Information Minister 
Mushahid Hussain, the two 
premiers held a 20-minute 
meeting here Sunday, fol- 
lowed ~ by discussions 
between their respective 
delegations that lasted 90 
minutes. 

Vajpayee and Sharif then 
held a" further one-hour 
meeting without their aides. 
After the signing, the pre- 
miers will address a joint 
press conference at around 
5:30 p.m. (1230 GMT). 

The summit talks were 
“very positive in giving us a 
better understanding of 
each others’ perspective,” 
Hussain told AFP. 

“(Vajpayee’s) visit has 
also created a conducive 
atmosphere for peace, secu- 
rity and stability in south 
Asia, which will have an 


impact on the future direc- 
tion of Pakistan-India ties," 
he said. 

Despite the enthusiasm 
engendered by Vajpayee's 
historic visit to Pakistan — 
the first by an Indian pre- 
mier for 10 years — ana- 
lysts said it was unlikely the 
agreements would contain 
any substantial break- 
through. 

However, the two sides 
will need to signal some 
degree of progress if only to 
satisfy’ the public expecta- 
tions "raised by the two pre- 
miers' passionate appeals 
Saturday for both countries 
to renounce violence and 
build a more pragmatic and 
harmonious relationship. 

Some analysts had pre- 
dicted an agreement on spe- 
cific confidence-building 
measures to reduce tensions 
created by the two coun- 
tries' rival nuclear tests last 
may. 

The crucial issue of 
Kashmir — cause of two of 
the three Indo-Pakistan 
wars fought since 1947 — 
was also discussed, but the 
entrenched positions of 
both sides make any agree- 
ment beyond a commitment 
to further discussions 
extremely unlikely. 

Vajpayee's 10-member 
team included Foreign 
Minister Jaswant Singh and 
the chief minister of Indian 
Punjab. Parkash Singh 
Badal. The Pakistani dele- 



Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (left) shakes hands with Pakistan Air Force chief Pervez Mehdi 
Qureshi at the Governor’s house in Lahore as Pakistan Premier Nawaz Sharif (left) looks on. The prime ministers 
of India and Pakistan put aside ceremony and symbolism Sunday to open talks aimed at defbsing tensions which 
mounted after the arch-rivals conducted nuclear tests last year (Reuters photo) 


gation included .Foreign 
Minister Sortaj Aziz and 
Information Minister 
Hussain. 

Lahore wi messed a sec- 
ond day of violent clashes 
Sunday between the police 
and Islamic fundamentalists 
opposed to Vajpayee’s visit. 

1 Police fired tear gas and 
baton-charged a mass gath- 
ering of several thousand 
activists from the main 
Islamic party, Jamaat-i- 
Islami. arresting up to 100 


people, including some 
senior party leaders. 

Violent protests Saturday 
left one policeman dead and 
at least 100 people injured. 
Police arrested as many as 
300 protesters. 

Thousands of police and 
paramilitary troops have 
been deployed in Lahore 
for the duration of the sum- 
mit. 

Earlier in the day. 
Vajpayee visited the Minar- 
i-Pakistan, a 196-foot tower 


symbolising the founding 
of the country at the parti- 
tion of the Indian subconti- 
nent after tbe British pulled 
out in 1947. 

“I have said it before and 
I say it again. A stable, 
secure and prosperous 
Pakistan is in India's inter- 
est,” Vajpayee wrote in the 
visitors' book. 

“I wish to assure the peo- 
ple of Pakistan my coun- 
try's deep desire for lasting 
peace and friendship.*’ 


Vajpayee, who had 

arrived Saturday on the 
inaugural run of a cross- 
border bus service, also told 
waiting reporters that “all 
issues'' would be up for dis- 
cussion during the day's 
negotiations. 

At an official banquet 
Saturday evening in 

Lahore’s historic Red Fort, 
■ Vajpayee and Sharif both 
urged a new spirit of peace- 
ful reconciliation after five 
decades of bitter animosity. 


Indian opposition leader flays 
Hindu nationalists at rally 


LUCKNOW, India 
f AFP) — Indian opposi- 
tion leader Sonia Gandhi 
Sunday accused the 
country's ruling Hindu 
nationalists of foment- 
ing Hindu sectarianism 
to cling on to power. 

The Congress party 
president told a 100.000- 
strong cheering crowd 
gathered at a park in this 
nationalist heartland that 
Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee’s coali- 
tion “believes in the pol- 
itics of religion. 

“They are only 
indulging in the politics 
of caste and religion to 
stay in power,” the 
Italian-born said in a 15- 
minute speech in Hindi. 

It was Gandhi's first 
public rally in the Hindu 
nationalists-ruled state 
of Uttar Pradesh since 
becoming president of 
her 1 14-year-old party in 


to rebuild the Congress 
in a bid to bring it back 


to power, made no men- 


tion of Vajpayee’s his- 
ip Sj 


April last year. 


andhi. who is seeking 


tone trip Saturday to 
Pakistan. 

She concentrated 
instead on running down 
the fragile multi-party 
coalition government 
that has been wracked 
by infighting since it 
came to power 1 1 
months ago. 

“They have no time 
left for the problems of 
the masses and tbe 
development of the 
country." she said. “The 
only want to remain in 
office by exploiting 
emotive issues." 

She said a majority of 
Indians were “fed up” 
with the Hindu national- 
ist-led coalition and des- 
perately seeking an 
alternate and stable gov- 
ernment. 

Uttar Pradesh, whose 
capital is Lucknow, is a 


sprawling and mainly 
farming state of some 
140 million people that 
has given the country 
1 eight of its 12 prime 
ministers. 

Political wisdom has it 
that any party seeking to 
govern India must also 
control Uttar Pradesh. 
The state accounts for S5 
, of parliament’s 545 
! seats. 

The Congress, India’s 
oldest party, held sway 
over Uttar Pradesh for 
about 40 years until it 
was voted out in 1989. 
In the past decade, it has 
been reduced as an also- 
ran in the state. 

Gandhi, widow of 
assassinated Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
took to politics a year 
ago. 

The famous Nehru- 
Gandhi family belongs 
to Uttar Pradesh. 


N. Zealand, Australia 
united over E. Timor’s future 


QUEENSTOWN, New 
Zealand (AFP) — The 
New Zealand and 
Australian govern- 
ments have agreed to 
consult each other on 
future actions to help 
East Timor as it 
approaches indepen- 
dence from Indonesia, 
nzpa reported 

Sunday. 

It was one of the 
issues discussed at the 
weekend in the south 
island tourist resort of 
queenstown during 
talks between New 
Zealand Prime 
Minister Jenny 
Shipley and 

Australian counter- 
part John Howard. 

“I think we have a 
very similar view on 
East Timor.” Howard 
told reporters. 

New Zealand would 
look to Australia for a 
lead, should the need 
for aid or peacekeep- 
ing arise in the future, 
Shipley said. 

“New Zealanders 
feel very strongly 


about this and would 
want to assist in an 
appropriate way,” she 
said. 

“We would be look- 
ing to Australia to 
give us advice on 
where they think we 
could most usefully 
assist.” 

Both prime minis- 
ters said it was pre- 
mature to talk about 
the possibility of aid 
or peacekeeping as 
such action would not 
be needed if there was 
a peaceful transition 
to independence. 

The two govern- 
ments are concerned 
that if change takes 
place too fast East 
Timor could be desta- 
bilised. 

“We want to encour- 
age the Indonesians 
and the people of East 
Timor to reach an 
understanding and an 
outcome that is going 
to provide the maxi- 
mum economic and 
sociai stability,” 
Howard said. 


“H*s premature to 
be talking about 
peacekeeping forces. 
We, of course, are 
arguing that the best 
outcome in the short 
term is a phased 
movement towards 
independence, prefer- 
ably a period of 
autonomy within 
Indonesia.” 

Last year. New 
Zealand, Australia 
and other Pacific gov- 
ernments worked 
together to broker a 
peace accord which 
ended a 10-year con- 
flict between warring 
factions on 

Bougainville, Papua 
New Guinea. 

Peace-keeping 
forces from New 
Zealand, Australia 
and other Pacific 
island nations took 
part in truce monitor- 
ing on the island in 
months leading up to 
final agreement which 
was signed at Lincoln 
near Christchurch in 
January 1998. 


Bangladesh to hold 
local vote despite strike 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
will go ahead with munici- 
pal voting this week despite ■ 
fears that an opposition gen- 
eral strike will leads to vio-:. , 
lence in the streets, election 
officials said Sunday. 

They said preparations 
were complete for 137 
pourasavas (municipal 
councils) to be elected in 
voting spread over Tuesday. 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

“We believe the voting 
will take place without 
much obstruction. Tight 
security will be in place 
during the polls,” said a 
commission official who 
declined to be named. 

Opposition parties have 
called a 72-hour national 
strike against the polls, say- 
ing they want chief election 
commissioner Abu Hena 
replaced by someone with- 
out pro-government bias. 

The ruling Aw ami League 
says it will not let opposi- 
tion activists take control of 
the streets and may send in 
army and paramilitary 
troops to help police protect 
polling stations. 

Six people were killed and 
hundreds injured during an 
opposition stoppage which 
paralysed the country from 
Feb. 9 to II. 

The opposition alliance 


includes the Bangladesh 
nationalist parly headed by 
former Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia, the 
Jatiya Party., .of. former.. 
President Hossain 

Mohammad Ershad and tbe 
country’s biggest Islamic 
party Jamaat-e-Islami. 

It is backed by Islam! 
Oikya Jote (unity council) 
and several smaller parties 
which call Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s govern- 
ment “autocratic, repressive 
and inefficient." 

The Bangladesh constitu- 
tion does not allow local 
elections to be fought with 
party symbols but all parties 
treat them as a warm up for 
parliamentary polls due in 
2001. 

Voting will be conducted 
in 54 municipalities 
Tuesday, in 33 Wednesday 
and in 50 Thursday. 

Bangladesh has 182 
municipalities but elections 
are not taking place in 45 
councils for legal and 
administrative reasons, a 
commission official said 
without giving details. 

Reporters visiting towns 
outside the capital Dhaka 
said voters were generally 
upbeat about the coming 
polls and were tittle worried 
about the proposed strike. 


“Voting is our fundamen- 
tal right and we cannot 
refrain from exercising it 
for any reasons,” said 
Kafiluddin Ahmed of 
Munshiganj district near 
Dhaka. 

He said: “The strikes are 
intended to serve purposes 
of different political groups 
but hardly do any good to 
the common people." 

“But for exercising our 
franchise freely we need a 
fool-proof security," be 
added. 

BNP chief Khaleda Zia 
urged her followers 
Saturday to “resist and 
don’t participate in the elec- 
tions until Abu Hena is gone 
and an atmosphere of free 
and fair elections is creat- 
ed.” 

Hasine described tbe 
strike as an attempt to “steal 
people’s rights and cripple 
Che economy,” and urged 
Bangladeshis noi to respond 
to opposition calls. 

"Maintain normalcy and 
elect your local leadership 
for a speedy development of 
your areas,” the prime min- 
ister said at a party meeting. 

Some 3.2 million voters, 
including 1 .43 million 
women, are expected to 
vote, commission officials 
said. 


Bangladesh remembers 
its language heroes 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
— - Thousands of 
Bangladeshis paid tributes 
Sunday to five university 
students whose killing in 
police firing 47 years ago 
fuelled a fierce indepen- 
dence struggle against 
Pakistani rulers. 

The students wanted 
Bangia, the mother tongue 
of Bangladeshis, as one of 
the state languages when 
their country was the east- 
ern wing of Pakistan. The 
then-Pakistani rulers 

instead declared Urdu, spo- 
ken by Pakistanis, as the 
only state language. 

The killings sowed the 
seeds of Bangladesh's 
independence from 

Pakistan after nine months 
of bloody war in 1971, 
according to Bangladeshi 
historians. 

Bangladeshis look for- 
ward to the Language 


Martyr Day, when thou- 
sands of mourners walk 
barefoot to a downtown 
monument and place 
wreaths of marigolds and 
roses. 

This year the celebrations 
have been overshadowed 
by a three-day nationwide 
general strike called by the 
country’s mainstream 
opposition to coincide with 
municipal polls scheduled 
Tuesday through Thursday. 

The strike that halts traf- 
fic, shuts down schools and 
businesses, will mean eight 
days of vacation, including 
four weekends. 

“I wish we could work on 
this national day too.” said 
Abdur Rouf. a Dhaka busi- 
nessman as he placed a 
wreath of marigold at the 
monument. Sunday is one 
of the five weekdays for 
Bangladeshis who have 
two weekends Friday and 


Saturday. 

The shutdown has been 
called for the second time 
this month by former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia to 
demand the firing of 
Bangladesh's top election 
official. 

Zia, head of the main 
opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Parly, has 
accused chief election 
commissioner Mohammad 
Abu Hena of supporting 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina's ruling party. 

The latest strike will raise 
the days of vacation to 26 
days in the first two months 
of the year, including seven 
days of anti-government 
strikes. 

The government says a 
day of strike costs 
Bangladesh, a land of 120 
million people. $68 million 
in lost production and 
exports. 
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N. Korea rebuffs South’s advances 


TOKYO (R) North Korea Sunday criticised South 

Korean President Kim Dae-Jungs “sunshine policy” of 
increasing cultural, business and governmental exchanges 
with the reclusive state. The spokesman for North Korea s 
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification for tfa 
Fatherland said that recent proposals being floated by 
South Korea aimed at solving outstanding issues, in its 
content, cannot be welcomed by anyone." according to an 
official Korean Central News Agency report monitored in 
Tokyo. “Worse still, they talked about ‘opening’ of the 
North. This is a sinisrer act of impairing even our dignity,” 
the spokesman was reported as saying. Earlier this month. 
North and South Korea seemed to be heading closer to 
government-level talks. On Feb. 3. North Korea offered 
talks with South Korea but attached conditions — includ- 
ing ending military cooperation with the United States 
that Seoul has rejected in the past. The rival Koreas remain 
technically at war because their 1950-53 conflict ended in 
a truce instead of with a peace agreement. The North 
Korean spokesman said that if South Korean authorities 
were truly willing to solve present issues, “they should 
take the resolute decision to honestly accept a recent pro- 
posal of a joint meeting of the government, political par- 
ties and organisations in the North," kena reported. South 
Korea’s Kim started his “sunshine policy" about a year ago 
and it was aimed at decreasing tensions along tbe cold 
war’s last frontier. Tensions grew in the past few months 
after a series of Nor* Korean intrusions into South Korean 
waters and the launch of a North Korean rocket that hur- 
tled over Japan last August- 


Late Nigerian opposition leader’s 
daughter wins seat in parliament 


LAGOS (AFP) — The eldest daughter of late Nigerian 
opposition leader Moshood Abiola has won a seat in tbe 
country’s new parliament, the newspaper this day reported 
Sunday. Lola Abiola-Edewor, 38. had 85 per cent of die 
votes for the Lagos Apap seat in the house of representa- 
tives, with the count almost completed, the paper said. 
Abiola-Edewor is the only member of the Abiola family to 
have gone into politics since her father died last July while 
in detention. He was detained in 1 994 after declaring him- 
self Nigeria's rightful president on the basis of a 1993 elec- 
tion annulled by tbe military. His death from a heart attack 
sparked rioting across his native southwest Nigeria. 


15 crewmen dead after ship mutiny 


PORT LOUIS (R) — Fifteen Chinese crewmen on board 
a Taiwan-registered fishing vessel died in a mutiny in the 
Indian Ocean, Mauritius police said Sunday. They said 
they had arrested the Taiwanese Captain. Kerig Tai Yang, 
and the nine other survivors when the ship, the Ching 
Ching 12, docked in Port Louis Saturday. The captain told 
police that members of the crew mutinied on Feb. 16 while 
the Ching Ching 12 was fishing 1.000 miles northeast of 
Mauritius. He said he had shot two of the mutineers and 
the others had jumped overboard. Police said the surviving 
crew members included five Taiwanese, two Filipinos and 
three Chinese. One Chinese crewman was admitted to bos- 
pital with injuries. The mutiny appeared to have been 
sparked by poor living conditions, police said The ship 
had^sailed from Port Louis last August on a fishing expe- 
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World News 



Kosovo Liberation Army guerrillas take positions in the outskirts of the village of Studencane. The village came 
under Serb attack Saturday and KLA guerrillas took new positions Sunday to defend the village from a new attack 
some 60- km south west of Pristina. Negotiations in Rambnillet continued beyond the deadline for an accord at 
Kosovo peace talks Saturday in a last-ditch bid to rest an agreement (Reuters photo) 

.Russian foreign minister rules 
out Japan peace treaty by 2000 


TOKYO (AFP) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
Sunday ruled out any chance of 
signing a peace treaty with 
Japan by 2000, the two 
nations’ self-imposed deadline. 
Kyodo news agency reported 
"It is not possible,” Ivanov 
was quoted as saying by 
sources dose to a meeting 
between the foreign minister 
and his Japanese counterpart 
Masahiko Komura in Tokyo. 

A Japanese foreign ministry 
official told reporters the two 
# ministers "energetically dis- 
cussed" proposals on how to 
resolve a long-standing territo- 
rial dispute and sign a peace 
treaty by 2000. , 

The Russian foreign minister ■ 
arrived here Saturday to hold 
talks over four disputed islands 
— known as the southern 
Kurils in Russia and Northern 
Territories in Japan. 


During a stopover on 
Sakhalin Saturday, Ivanov 
reasserted Russian sovereignty 
over the islands. 

“Any solution which would 
amount to a refusal of Russian 
sovereignty over the southern 
Kuril Islands is unacceptable,” 
Ivanov said. 

The solution must be "mutu- 
ally acceptable, without preju- 
dice to the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of the Russian 
Federation he said 

At an informal Siberian sum- 
mit in November 1997, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and then Japanese Premier 
Ryutaro Hashimoto agreed to 
reach an accord and sign a 
peace treaty by 2000. 

Bui aside from good inten- 
tions, little progress has been 
reported from the closed-door 
negotiations. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 


Masahiko Komura told news 
conference here Friday that 
’’Japan would like to continue 
the interchange over the four 
islands. 

“However, if you ask me 
whether (the territorial dispute) 
will progress further, very diffi- 
cult problems are lying ahead" 
he said 

The islands, lying south of 
Sakhalin and north of Japan's 
Hokkaido Island, were occu- 
pied by the Soviet army in the 
final days of World War n, and 
have embittered Russo- 
Japanese relations since. 

Ivanov, whose trip is also to 
prepare for a visit by President 
Boris Yeltsin expected to take 
place by mid- 1999, Is to meet 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
Monday. 

During talks with Kremlin 
officials on foe sidelines of the 
funeral of King Hussein last 


week. Obuchi suggested 
Yeltsin visit Japan in April, but 
a question mark hangs over die 
Russian leader's health. 

The prospect of a speedy dis- 
bursement of $800 million, 
held out by Tokyo during a 
visit by Obuchi last November 
to Moscow, appeared to have 
evaporated along with Tokyo's 
hopes of a breakthrough on the 
Kurils. 

But the Japanese ambassador 
to Russia said in an interview 
published here Sunday that 
Tokyo has no intention of mix- 
ing financial support for 
Moscow with the territorial 
dispute. Tikehiro Togou told 
foe Mainichi Shimbun that 
Japan was withholding the dis- 
bursement of SS00 million to 
Russia only because talks 
remained stalled between the 
International Monetary Fund 
and Moscow. 


Communist leader repeats call 
for impeachment of Yeltsin 


^ MOSCOW tAP) — Gennady 
Zyuganov, foe leader of the 
Russian Communist Party'. 
Sunday said he would urge par- 
liament at its next session to 
adopt a motion to impeach 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

Zyuganov, addressing a rally 
marking Defender of the 
Fatherland Day, said an 
impeachment commission in 
foe state Duma, parliament’s 
lower house, had collected 
enough evidence to confirm 
"Yeltsin’s criminal activity.” 

Yeltsin and the Communists 
have been bitter enemies for 


years. Zyuganov has recently 
heated up his rhetoric, particu- 
larly after rumours emerged 
that Yeltsin had needed medical 
help when he travelled to 
Jordan for King Hussein’s 
funeral. 

“Now after seven years of 
democratic mind games, every- 
one realises that an incompe- 
tent person is in power who is 
unable to be responsible for his 
words and actions,” Zyuganov 
told the crowd of 10,000 gath- 
ered to mark foe military holi- 
day, which falls Tuesday. 

"Everyone who yesterday 


believed in their sweet promis- 
es now sees poverty and bank- 
ruptcy knocking at their door," 
he said, according to Russian 
television. 

The Communists have been 
at odds with Yeltsin throughout 
his tenure, but the effort to 
impeach him is seen as a long 
shot. 

A two-thirds majority of the 
Duma is needed to push 
through each of the impeach- 
ment charges. The motion must 
then be approved by foe consti- 
tutional and supreme courts and 
the upper chamber of parlia- 


ment, the federation council. 

The charges are that Yeltsin 
instigated foe 1991 Soviet col- 
lapse; used force against hard- 
line lawmakers in 1993; 
launched foe botched, 1994-96 
war in Chechen ya; brought foe 
nation’s military to ruin; and 
committed genocide against the 
Russian people. 

The commission for 
impeachment submitted its 
findings to the Duma last week, 
and legislators could vote on 
the motion as soon as March 
15. Communist deputy’ Viktor 
Ilyukhin said afterwards. 


’Kashmir militant group issues Islamic dress order 


SRINAGAR. India iAFPi — A 
Muslim militant group Sunday 
warned residents of the disputed 
territory of Kashmir not to wear 
Weitem-sty ie clothes, saving it 
was not permitted by Islam. 

The Harkat-ul- Mujahideen said 
it would "initiate action" against 
those violating the dress code and 
wearing jeans and jackets. 

"Our group will be compelled 
to initiate action against the defi- 
ant elements." it said in a state- 
ment in the Kashmir state sum- 
mer capital of Srinagar. 


The group also threatened cable 
television operators and sought to 
enforce a ban on Western broad- 
casts. 

“These people should not con- 
sider their business above their 
religion ... nude and salacious 
films and songs are shown on 
television sets," it said. 

"Such programmes are aired 
with a view to keep the Muslim 
youth away from the Islamic - 
values - it is causing serious 
damage to Islamic culture.” 

On Feb. 15. three cable televi- 


sion operators were shot and 
wounded by Muslim guerrillas, 
who want only news and current 
affairs programmes to be broad- 
cast. 

Similar attacks took place chi 
liquor stores and beauty parlours 
last month. 

Kashmir Valley has some 300 
cable operators, many of whom 
do not relay programmes consid- 
ered ’’un-lslamic.’’ 

Western television channels 
and Pakistani TV are popular 
among Muslims in Kashmir. 


Video shops, banned and blast- 
ed by Muslim militants in 1990, 
are resurfacing across Srinagar 
and other towns, much to the 
annoyance of the Muslim sepa- 
ratist groups. 

Kashmir, India’s only Muslim- 
majorny state, has been wracked 
since 1989 by a secessionist drive 
which has left more than 25,000 
people dead. 

The stare is claimed by both 
India and Pakistan and has been 
the cause of two of the three wars 
between the south Asian rivals. 


•Indonesian students hold vigil in memory of killings 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Scores of 
Indonesian students held a vigil at 
a university here Sunday to mark 
100 days after the violent shooting 
of student demonstrator late last 
year. 

•This moral movement will 
become the basis for continued 
student actions in the streets to 
unveil the truth of the Sem ang gi 
traaedv,” a student. Delft, from 
Kenanegara University' told some 
150 students at Atma Java Catholic 
^University in downtown south 

"Jakarta. , 

The Indonesian military opened 


fire on hundreds of protesting stu- 
dents on Nov. 13 near the 
Semanggi traffic flyover and the 
adjacent Atma Java campus that 
left seven students dead. 

Fourteen more people were 
killed during the protest. 

The memorial event, sponsored 
by the students for Reform and 
Democracy Forum iFAMRED), 
which unites students from dozens 
of Jakarta universities, was attend- 
ed by some 50 pedicab drivers. 

“This is part of the political real- 
isation efforts For the public,” Delfi 
said of the invitation to the drivers. 


“The efforts to unveil the 
Semanggi tragedy cannot wait for 
the political will of General 
Wiramo as the military comman- 
der," the student activist added 
The demand for a more trans- 
parent investigation into the shoot- 
ing was part of the student struggle 
“towards a more democratic 
Indonesia," Delfi said 
Saturday some 50 famred stu- 
dents attempted to walk from the 
Gambir railway station in central 
Jakarta in separate groups to the 
nearby military police headquar- 
ters but were blocked by soldiers 


and police. 

The military police, who are 
investigating the incident, have so 
far said they have been unable to 
identify who shot the students. 

The student movement in 
February of 199S began cam- 
paigning for the exit of former 
President Suharto, who stepped 
down in may after 32 years in 
power: 

Since May. the students have 
pushed for Suharto to be brought 
to trial for his alleged crimes in 
office and for the military to give 
up its role in political life. 


Jordan limes, Monday, February 22, 1999 


Back from the brink, 
world powers resume search 
for Kosovo peace deal 


RAMBOUHJLET, France 
(AFP) — Having pulled 
back from the brink, the 
world powers Sunday 
resumed their efforts to 
wring a peace- accord on the 
embattled Yugoslav 

province of Kosovo from 
the rival Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians. 

The Contact Group, com- 
prising Britain, France, Italy, 
Germany, Russia and the 
United States, Saturday gave 
the warring sides another 
three days to reach agree- 
ment after running up 
against Serb objections to a 
proposed nato peacekeeping 
force. 

Qtrng “very substantial 
progress,” ministers of the 
Contact Group set a new 
deadline of 3:00 pjn. (1400 
GMT) Tuesday for an 
accord that would end near- 
ly one year of fighting in the 
majority Albanian-populat- 
ed province. 

U.S. Secretary of Stare 
Madeleine Albright, who 
returned to the Chateau of 
Rambouillet Sunday where 
the talks have been taking 
place since Feb. 6, said she 
expected foe negotiations to 
be “arduous”. 

"Lots of work is to be 
done.” Albright said. “I 


came here today to do my 
part” But Serb President 
Milan Milutinovic, a key 
ally of Yugoslav strongman 
Slobodan Milosevic who 
holds the ultimate power of 
decision, cast doubt on any 
agreement being reached by 
the new deadline. 

“We need three more days 
for a political accord, but for 
the military accord we 
(need) much more time ” he 
said, arguing that the United 
States was seeking to occu- 
py Serbia by imposing a for- 
eign troop presence to 
implement the peace. 

“Whether these troops are 
under the auspices of nato, 
the United Nations or the 
osce makes no difference,” 
he said. “In three days we’ll 
see what happens." 

Albright and her French 
and British counterparts left 
no doubt Saturday that it 
was the Serb side, refusing 
to make any concessions on 
the military aspects of an 
accord, that was holding 
things up. 

“Belgrade has a lion’s 
share of responsibility for 
the difficulties we experi- 
enced today.” said Albright 
“They did not want to 
engage at all on the security 
part of the agreement and for 


us, it is a non-starter,” she 
told a new conference fol- 
lowing a day of intense 
negotiations at the chateau 
in this town outside Paris. 

U.S. officials speaking on 
contrition of anonymity said 
Washington was hoping to 
wring enough concessions 
from the ethnic Albanians by 
Tuesday to put Belgrade in 
the wrong and provide a rea- 
son for attacking Serb mili- 
tary targets. 

The senior diplomats said 
foe Serbs were so fixed on 
their refusal to allow North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) forces into Kosovo 
to police a peace accord that 
the long-threatened air 
strikes might be needed to 
make them yield. 

A key argument would be 
an unequivocal “yes" from 
the leaders of Kosovo's eth- 
nic Albanian majority to the 
peace plan, which is offering 
them broad autonomy for an 
interim three-year period 
while preserving 

Yugoslavia’s territorial 
integrity. 

But Russia, a traditional 
ally of the Serbs, has consis- 
tently opposed the use of 
force in seeking a resolution 
to the conflict and says the 
international community 


cannot impose foreign 
troops on the Serb province 
against Belgrade’s will. 

“It is necessary that 
Yugoslavia, as a sovereign 
country, consider this issue 
and we will support it what- 
ever its decision," said 
Russian First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Avdeyev, who represented 
Moscow at the Contact 
Group meeting which drew 
back from the brink and 
extended the deadline. 

Avedyev also warned 
against resorting to nato air 
strikes, saying that the threat 
was unacceptable and ille- 
gal. 

Military annexes to the 
peace accord drafted by the 
contact group provide for 
foe deployment of a nato-led 
force of between 28,000 and 
30,000 troops to separate the 
waning sides. 

Fighting in the province 
has claimed more than 2,000 
lives over the past year, cul- 
minating last month in the 
massacre of 45 ethnic 
Albanians at the village of 
Racak, an event that gal- 
vanised international out- 
rage over the violence and 
helped precipitate the three- 
week-old talks in 
Rambouillet. 


Cook warns Kosovo Albanians 


LONDON (R) — Kosovo’s 
ethnic Albanians have been 
warned that unless they sign 
up to a peace deal for their 
troubled province, nato is 
unlikely to strike at their 
Serb foes, Britain said 
Sunday. 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said, however, that he 
was “hopeful” that the 
Kosovo Albanians would 
agree to foe peace deal on 
offer as talks in Rambouillet 
in France went into extra 
time after failing to meet 
their deadline. 

The big powers have now 
given the Yugoslav govern- 
ment and the Kosovo 


Albanians until Tuesday 
afternoon to agree a peace 
deal. 

Hundreds of nato war- 
planes are on alert to hit 
Yugoslav targets if Belgrade 
is held responsible for 
blocking an accord. 

Cook told BBC televi- 
sion’s “Breakfast with 
Frost" programme that the 
fact that Belgrade had 
accepted the political 
aspects of the deal, envisag- 
ing substantial autonomy 
for Kosovo’s ethnic 
Albanian majority, was 
“quite a remarkable break- 
through”. 

But negotiators were still 


a long way from persuading 
the Serbs to reverse their 
refusal to accept an interna- 
tional military presence in 
Kosovo to police a peace 
accord. Cook said. 

The Kosovo Albanians 
must now also accept the 
proposed agreement with- 
out the promise of the inde- 
pendence they seek, he 
added. 

“We are certainly saying 
to the Kosovo Albanians 
that if you don’t sign up to 
these texts, it's extremely 
difficult to see how nato 
could then take action 
against Belgrade. 

“For instance, at the 


moment we have on the 
Belgrade side a government 
that is accepting the consti- 
tutional settlement for a 
self-governing Kosovo, but 
we don’t have a Kosovo 
side that is doing so. In that 
context, air strikes against 
Belgrade are not going to 
help." 

Cook said that while any 
military force sent to police 
a Kosovo settlement must 
have a NATO command 
structure, he hoped that 
Russia and some of the for- 
mer Communist states of 
Eastern Europe might par- 
ticipate, as had been the 
case in Bosnia. 


Britain and Spain seek to 
smooth over Gibraltar row 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Britain and Spain’s foreign 
ministers met here Sunday 
for talks aimed at preventing 
recent tensions over 
Gibraltar spiralling out of 
control. 

The meeting between 
Britain's Robin Cook and 
his Spanish counterpart Abel 
Matutes was scheduled in a 
bid to resolve a dispute over 
fishing rights off the British 
colony that has escalated 
into a major diplomatic row. 

The dispute was sparked 
last month when some 
Spanish trawleimen were 
arrested and charged with 
illegally fishing in 


Gibraltar’s waters. 

Spain maintains that the 
arrest of the fishermen and 
the seizure of their boat 
breached the terms of an 
understanding reached 
between Cook and Matutes 
last October. 

Madrid has retaliated by 
imposing restrictive controls 
on its border with Gibraltar, 
forcing residents of the terri- 
tory, many of whom work in 
Spain, to endure delays of up 
to six hours at the border. 

Madrid has also warned 
that it could stop recognising 
drivers" licenses issued by 
Gibraltar and ban planes 
travelling to and from the 


colony from its airspace, 
although it has not yet acted 
on either of these threats. 

Spain has also sought to 
broaden the dispute by step- 
ping up its claims that 
Gibraltar is a haven for 
money laundering, smug- 
gling and tax evasion. 

Arriving for the talks, 
Matutes reiterated Madrid’s 
view that Gibraltar was a 
"parasitical" economy 
which thrived at foe expense 
of Spain's economic inter- 
ests. 

Spain was doing its best to 
ensure that Gibraltar com- 
plied with European legisla- 
tion. *T hope that the U.K. 


government will take its 
responsibilities." he said. 

Cook reiterated Britain's 
position that there will be no 
change in foe sovereignty of 
Gibraltar without the con- 
sent of the territory’s citizens 
and be attacked Spam's bor- 
der tactics as counterproduc- 
tive. 

“You will not persuade 
them to change their minds 
by blockading them, by 
putting them under siege,” 
he said. 

Cook said he would be 
seeking guarantees from 
Matutes that foe situation at 
foe border would be returned 
to normal. 



Greenpeace protesters pass by the cargo ship ‘Abydos’ moored in the Caribbean port of Santa Marta. 
Greenpeace riaim the ship is carrying genetically modified maize from the U.S. (Reuters photo) 







6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 22, 1999 



Jordan Times 

An infcpakJauAab jetMed iliiW ptfhtal b Engkth bj [he Ionian Prat Foun&ftM Ewbfatol IBS 
0* >■—» ‘JC — *«-W- iiej* 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Abdel Salam Tarawneh 

Vice Chairman & Director General 

Mohammad Araad 

Executive Editor 
Abdullah Hasanat 

Responsible Editor 

Elia Nasrallah 

Editorial and Advertising offices 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman 

Telephones: 5684311, 5699634, 5667171, 5603585 

Facsimile: 5696183 

E-mail: jotimes@go.com.jo 

Web Site: http://w%»w.^ccess2arabia.conVjordan times/ 

The Jordan Tunes is pubBsbed dtrify except Fridays. Subscription and advertising 
naes are armkbiefrom the Jordan Times Advertising Department 


Yes to Kosovo referendum 

THE DECISION of the major power Contact 
Group to extend the original Saturday noon 
deadline for a Kosovo peace accord until 
Tuesday was ostensibly made upon the opti- 
mistic assessment that significant progress has 
been achieved in the negotiations with the 
Serbs in particular in the last min utes of nego- 
tiations at Rambouillet to warrant another 
last-ditch effort. Yet we know that on the 
thorny subject of NATO deployment in 
Kosovo, Belgrade has not yielded an inch and 
is not likely to. The ethnic Albanians have 
made a series of concessions by accepting 
autonomy during the three-year interim agree- 
ment and agreeing in principle to disband their 
militia. 

It appears inconceivable that Belgrade will 
make the ultimate concession by Tuesday and 
accept the presence of foreign troops on what it 
considers an integral Yugoslavian territory. 
Russia is solidly behind Belgrade on that issue 
and sees in the deployment of NATO forces a 
Western effort to extend NATO's military and 
political spheres of influence in the Balkan 
region. 

Normally, one would have contemplated the 
creation of an effective U.N. peacekeeping 
force to be deployed for the purpose of policing 
the projected peace accord on Kosovo instead 
of a NATO force, but the experience of Bosnia 
Is still too fresh in our minds to accept such a 
solution. Thousands of Bosnian Muslims lost 
their lives before the very eyes of U.N. peace 
soldiers under the command of then-U.N. 
Secretary General Butros Ghali. No one wants 
a repetition of that tragic episode, and the pres- 
ence of NATO forces offers the only effective 
deterrent to any Serbian violation of the peace 
agreement That is why the Contact Group 
should insist on a NATO deployment in Kosovo 
as the only realistic option under the circum- 
stances. 

What also concerns us is the fact that the 
peace accord being worked out in France is for 
only a short three years. The Albanians would 
like to bold a referendum after that period so 
that the people of Kosovo would have an 
opportunity to exercise the right to self-deter- 
mination at the end of the interim period. The 
right to self-determination is a jus cogen prin- 
ciple of international law that no government 
or a system of government can violate with 
impunity. This right supersedes all other rights 
including sovereignty rights. 

The ultimate solution to the Kosovo conflict 
lies squarely in the respect of the right of self- 
determination which is weU-enshrined in the 
U.N. Charter and in practically all legally bind- 
ing international conventions ou human 
rights. The people of Kosovo are right in insist- 
ing on holding a free and democratic referen- 
dum on the future of their country as the only 
effective way to give expression to the right to 
self-determination. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A I Ra'i’s Fahed Fanek commented on the solidarity, 
the political, and perhaps later, economic support pro- 
vided by the Gulf states following His Majesty King 
Hussein’s passing, saying the support has exceeded 
expectations. Firstly. Fanek said. Jordan cannot be 
ignored as it is a factor of stability, and forms a barrier 
between the Arab oil states and Israel. Jordan’s 
strength, stability and good relations with all powers, 
including the U.S. and the Jewish state, are in the inter- 
est of the Gulf countries, added Fanek. These are cir- 
cumstances which have been true for some years, the 
writer said, despite disagreements over the Kingdom’s 
stand during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. No doubt, the 
new King will remove any psychological obstacles pre- 
venting the improvement of relations, said Fanek and 
added that in other words, the Gulf’s leaders are using 
this historical moment to gamble on the future. 

Al Ra'i’s Mahmoud Rimawi said the suggestion of a 
confederation between Jordan and Palestine, as soon as 
an independent Palestinian state is in existence, has 
been met by several negative reactions. These varied 
from saving that the idea is premature, doubling its seri- 
ousness and noting such a confederation does not exist 
between any two countries in the world and, thus 
amounted to a campaign against it Rimawi argued. The 
issue is debatable, and it is natural that h provokes dif- 
ferent reactions because it is linked to the future, said 
the writer. However, he added, any debate must be built 
on dear principles; either the parties approve that 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations are of a special nature, 
or they deny it. Because there is general agreement that 
there are special relations now and have been in the 
past they must remain in the future. Building such a 
distinguished relation for the future is the close to any 
national political approach, said Rimawi. 


How free trade affects foreign direct investment 


ALMOST EIGHT months ago, a 
distinguished economist and col- 
league (who. by the way. does not 
happen to be a columnist here!) 
asked the not-so-simple question 
of does free trade and economic 
integration increase the flow of 
direct foreign investments to a 
country (Jordan in this easel? 

The immediate response would 
be an obvious “no," because 
exporters whose country enters 
into a free trade agreement with 
another country lose their incen- 
tive to establish factories in the 
partner country. They can ship 
duty free from their home base 
and thus avoid the hassle and bus- 
tle of investing elsewhere espe- 
cially if that elsewhere is in the 
developing world. But. according 
to the research of George Norman 
and Massimo Motta from the 
University of Edinburgh and 


Universitat Pompeu Fabra, 
respectively, this is only part of 
the answer. There are several fac- 
tors that govern the impact of eco- 
nomic integration on the flow of 
foreign direct investments. 

It is true that a country which 
has a free trade agreement with 
Jordan would lose one incentive 
for investing here — there would 
be no obstacles to the How of its 
goods and services. It would, 
however, have several incentives 
to invest in Jordan generated by 
the agreement. Trade agreements 
provide both countries with more 
detailed information on the econ- 
omy of the partner country and 
entail additional assurances to 
investors of both countries, thus 
increasing the incentive to invest 
in a partner's country in a product 
area where a specific comparative 
advantage may exist. For exam- 


ple, as Europeans learn more 
about Jordan through the 
Association Agreement that was 
signed fourteen months ago they 
will be more likely to invest here 
than in other ■ countries. 
Additionally, as trade increases 
with the removal of barriers in 
both countries and synergies arise, 
other countries may decide to 
invest in one part of the integrated 
market to benefit from the large 
market economies. Furthermore, 
the increased flow of unhampered 
trade leads to greater specialisa- 
tion which brings to the area 
know-how and technology in the 
long-run, which are the basis for 
attracting foreign direct invest- 
ments and advancement 
It is by no means trivial for 
Jordan to attempt to investigate 
and formulate a response to this 
question. Between 1994-98, 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

Jordan’s trade deficit fell from 
30% of GDP to 23%; no small 
feat by any standard, albeit indi- 
cating that free trade is and will 
continue to make up a sizeable 
chunk of the economy. At the 
same time, the flow of net foreign 


direct investments has been sinu- 
soidal — one year the flow is pos- 
itive onward) and the next nega- 
tive (capital flight). 

Furthermore, net foreign direct 
in vestments in Jordan remain dis- 
mal when compared to trade — 
the former is the more valiant 
knisht v ' e seek f° r J° rdan ’s cru- 
sade. 

The answer to the question is 
not a simple cut-and-dried 
response. However, it is a ques- 
tion that needs to be raised, pon- 
dered and addressed objectively, 
particularly when evaluating the 
different aspects of an economic 
integration agreement. Even if the 
answer proves illusive, the 
process of search would itself be * 
beneficial. After all. reinventing ^ 
the wheel requires some inven- 
tiveness and leads to new learn- 
ing. 


The community of equals 


By G wynne Dyer 

“WE DEMAND the extension of 
the community of equals to 
include all the great apes: Human 
beings, chimpanzees, gorillas and 
orangutans, ‘"reads the manifesto 
of the Great Ape Project “The 
lives of members of the communi- 
ty of equals are to be preserved. 
Members of the community of 
equals may not be killed except in 
very strictly defined circum- 
stances. for example, self- 
defence.” 

So kilting a gorilla would be 
murder, and putting a chimp in a 
zoo would be unlawful imprison- 
ment? Yes, and don’t laugh. 
Within the next few weeks. New 
Zealand's parliament will be vot- 
ing on an animal rights bill that 
would give all the other great apes 
the kind of legal protection that 
humans already enjoy — and 
where New Zealand goes, others 
often follow, tit was also, you 
may recall, the first country in the 
world to give women the vote.) 

The Great Ape Project was 
founded by scientists who have 
worked with our closest relatives 
in projects exploring their intelli- 
gence, social behaviour, and com- 
munications skills, and ultimately 
found it intolerable to see them 
denied the protection of the laws 
we have made to protect our- 
selves. It already has branches in 
forty countries, and its long-term 
goal is a United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of the 
Great Apes. And don’t be sur- 
prised if it succeeds, because 
these people know what they're 


doing. 

If you put animal rights in a sep- 
arate category from human rights, 
then you have a huge mountain to 
climb in order to convince ordi- 
nary people that you aren't crazy. 
But if you just try to include the 
other great apes in a broadened 
category of 'human beings.' 
employing the same structures 
and rhetoric — ‘these are our 
brothers’ — as the Anti-Slavery 
League did 200 years ago, then 
you stand a fair chance of success. 

For the apes ARE our brothers, 
or at least our first cousins. We 
have 95 to 98 per cent of our 
genetic material in common, and 
nobody who has kept abreast of 
the past twenty years of primate 
research would deny that the other 
great apes, tike ourselves, are 
highly intelligent animals capable 
of strong emotions and great suf- 
fering. 

And so. say the advocates of 
change, they are too much like us 
to treat them as ‘other’: “The slow 
but steady widening of the scope 
of the golden rule ‘treat others as 
you would have them treat you’ 
has now resumed its course. The 
notion of ‘us’ as opposed to ‘the 
other,’ which... assumed in the 
course of the centuries the con-, 
tours... of the tribe, of the nation, 
of the race, of the / human ■■ 
species... has again become... 
ready for further expansion.” 

There would be little economic 
cost to this change, for the plan- 
et’s surviving population of non- 
human great apes is well under a 
million, and apart from medical 
research we hardly exploit them 


‘We demand the 
extension of the 
community of 
equals to include 
all the great 
apes: Human 
beings, 
chimpanzees, 
gorillas and 
orangutans’ 

economically anyway. But the 
resistance is there anyway, 
because everybody whose inter- 
ests might be threatened later on 
can see exactly where the logic of 
the Great Ape Project is leading. 

As Britain’s ‘New Scientist’ 
magazine put it, you might start 
bys admitting the great apes to the 
‘community of equals,’ but you 
would end. up granting equality to 
rats and haddock. And it added, in 
a classic example of killer hyper- 
bole: “If a chimp kills another 
chimp — or a human — in the 
wild, do we really want to hire a 
fleet of lawyers?” 

Of course not, and nobody was 
suggesting that we should. The 


broader scientific establishment 
isn’t worried about lawyers’ fees; 
it is concerned that the legal pro- 
tection that is now being sought 
for the great apes might later be 
extended to all the other millions 
of animal s who suffer and die in 
labs each year in the name of 
research. And as soon as the farm- 
ing lobbies (and the supermarket 
chains) wake up to the threat they 
will be piling in with similarly 
misleading arguments. 

The Great Ape Project’s backers 
are well aware of the depth of the 
waters in which they are paddling, 
and do their best to make their 
cause a separate, limited issue. 
“No doubt some of us, speaking 
individually, would want to 
extend the community of equals 
to many other species as well,” 
admits the manifesto;”others may 
consider that extending the com- 
munity to all the great apes is as 
far as we should go at present. We 
leave the further consideration of 
that question for another occa- 
sion" 

Just as well, for it is a minefield 
with no clear boundaries. If intel- 
lectual ability is the main criterion 
for having rights, points out Peter 
Singer, author of the seminal 1975 
book* ‘Animal Liberation' and one ■ 
of the project leaders, then the 
rights- that we deny to chim- 
panzees we should also logically 
deny to human children with 
severe intellectual disabilities. If 
emotions and an ability to suffer 
are the criteria, then almost any 
mammal is entitled to equal 
rights, and probably some of the 
other higher vertebrates too. 


The essential sentimentality and 
species-centrism of the ‘Great 
Ape Project’ (or rather, of its 
intended audience) is clear 
enough in the fact that it does not 
seek to extend the same rights to 
species of equal intelligence and 
emotional capacity that look less 
like human beings; the dolphins 
and whales of the world. They are 
less cuddly, and so will have 
wait further back in the queue* 
Indeed, they will even have to 
wait behind the baby seals, with 
their big, brown eyes (and very 
limited intellectual achieve- 
ments 1. 

But does this cool realism about 
die limits of the possible discredit 
the Great Ape Project? Not at all. 
The entire idea of a community 
of equals' is nor a natural law but 
a creation of human culture, an 
expression of our belief that we 
will all be happier and safer if we 
mutually, guarantee one another 
certain basic 'human rights.’ 

Self-interest and empathy both 
played a large part in the gradual 
but irresistible spread of this con- 
viction about the 'human rights’ 
of human beings. There is little • 
self-interest and only a limited 
amount of empathy available to 
fuel the drive for granting equal 
rights for other species, so there is 
really not much chance that a had- 
dock will ever legally be ray 
brother. But the great apes. 1 sus- 
pect, will make it. Sentimentally 
speaking, that pleases me. 

The writer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. 


A sorry sight’ 

OUR NEW generation is in good hands. This at least is 
the first tiling that comes to someone's mind when they 
read the ad placed by Said Al Turk ( A political circus, J.T. 
p.8 Feb. 16.) regarding the impeachment hearings of 
President Clinton. 

Mr. Turk's comments seem to condone what the presi- 
dent has done not only cheating on his wife and family, 
but also lying under oath. 

It is a sorry sight when someone in the position of chair- 
man of one of the biggest private schools in Jordan, 
conies out with comments like these, setting such an 
example for his students, assuring them that lying and 
cheating is okay and that a little naughtiness, as he put it, 
is and will be accepted. After all if the president of the 
greatest country in the world does it. it must be right. 

I am glad that my kids are not in his school. 

Marwan Nassar 
Amman 


An example of what to avoid 

AS AN American (living in America) most Jordanians 
might expect that I would be horrified by “honour 
killings" which has been receiving much press in our 
country lately. However. I view this subject with mixed 
feelings as I have seen first-hand the results of a decadent 
liberal society that places personal freedom far above the 
good of the community. 

I do wish that an alternative could be found to honour 
killings. I would also like to say that God expects proper 
behaviour from both men and women — not only women. 
A man can also dishonour his family with lack of morals 
regarding his sexual behaviour. We often witness this 
when men from the Middle East come to our country and 
seem to forget the laws of God. 

Jordanians must be careful not to bow to the pressures 
of the West and lower your society’s expectations that all 
people behave themselves in a proper manner for the good 
of the community. 

At some point in America (I think the 1960s) we began 
to place personal freedom and the right to do “what feels 
good” above an individual’s responsibility to follow 
God’s laws, society's laws and die laws of common 
decency. Homosexuality, out-of-wedlock births, AIDS 
and other sexually transmitted diseases are running ram- 
pant. Even our own president has forgotten that ‘Tight is 
right and wrong is wrong.” I hope that this does not hap- 
pen in your country. You must continue to impress upon 
your young ladies that proper behaviour is expected. 
America can be a wonderful example if you will take heed 
— a wonderful example of what not to do. 

Deena Ababneh 
U.S. 
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Letters of condolence 


THE WORLD Executive Committee of the YWCA are 
deeply saddened by the passing of King Hussein. Please 
accept our deepest condolences. 

King Hussein has not only been a leader of Jordan, but a 
world leader. His participation in Middle East peace dis- 
cussions and in world affairs has touched all our lives. 

Our prayers and thoughts are with the people of Jordan in 
these difficult times. 


Anita Anderssou, 
President 
Musimbi Kanyoro, 
General Secretary World YWCA 
Geneva 


CRYING TEARS or even blood would not be enough to 
express our love toward our Gracious A I Hussein. 

It is time to put aside our tears, and start to express what 
we have learnt from our beloved King. 

We have to show the whole world that we are a dignified 
nation. 

We have to walk toward our destiny hand-in-hand, shoul- 
der-by-shoulder with our beloved King Abdullah. I believe 
— as all faithful Jordanians do — that is what would make 
King Hussein (May God’s Merey Be Upon Him) Happy. 

AJaa Mohammad Majed AJ I tan 
Politics with Development 
Sussex University/ Brighton 
England 


THE DAY our beloved King Hussein passed away, a huge 
scar was left in the hearts of the Jordanian people, and the 
whole world as well. I pray to God to ease the pain of every 
member of the Royal family and especially on Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, who remained supportive by his bedside for 
the past seven months. 

I believe deep down in my heart that God the Almighty 
will be watching over his son King Abdullah, and all mem- 
bers of the Royal family, in addition to his loyal country- 
men. 

In return, we will remain loyal and appreciative as 
always to all what King Hussein had offered and accom- 
plished for our country. His Majesty’s memory will remain 
embedded in our hearts and minds so long as we are alive. 

Rest in peace my King, the tune has come for you to 
watch over us from the heavens above. 


YOUR COUNTRY has lost a great King. The world has 
lost a diplomat and peacemaker. May he rest in peace. 


W 


Alice Medcof 
U.S. 


SINCE I was a young girl, I had a great fascination and 
respect towards King Hussein and I was deeply shocked 
when I heard the news that he passed away. It made me 
cry and I feel it as a personal loss, and a loss to the whole 
world. One can be born a King or Queen but I don’t know 
any King or Queen that was bom with the charisma your 
King Hussein had. 


Marieke Mulder 
Amsterdam 


IT IS with great sorrow and firm solidarity that I convey 
ray sincere sympathy and condolences on the sad passing 
away ot your great leader. His Majesty Kins Hussein. I 
share in your gnef. and I share in your resolve to move 
forward witii confidence in the inheritance of hope that he 
worked so hard to build for you all. 

In his ^ w °rld loses a grand and visionary 

statesman, the Middle East mourns one of its wisest lead- 
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Nazla Ismail 
UJS. 
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Great Britain T 
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Robbed ancient cemeteries at Ghor es-Safi include 
collection of inscribed gravestones in Greek and Aramaic 


THE LARGE-SCALE, continuing 
tomb robbing and pilfering of antiq- 
uities in the Southern Ghors region is 
one of the more disturbing aspects of 
Jordan s otherwise impressive antiq- 
uities sector. The problem is so vast, 
here and elsewhere in the country, 
that official authorities, non-govern- 
mental organisations, and concerned 
private citizens alike seem unable to 
do anything about it — despite occa- 
sional arrests of culprits or expres- 
sions of a determined will to stop this 
embarrassing scourge. Now. an 
intriguing new approach to the prob- 
lem has been attempted in the Ghor 
es-Safi region by a pioneering 
archaeologist and some innovative 
officials in the Department of Antiq- 
uities. Unable to stop the robbing of 
vast ancient cemeteries there. Dr. 
Konstanrinos Politis of the British 
Museum and colleagues from the Jor- 
danian Department of Antiquities 
(DoA). including local inspector 
Khalil Haradan. have spent the past 
two years systematically trying to 
achieve three simultaneous goals: a) 
to document what they can from the 
looted ancient sites, b) to collect as 
many objects as possible for the 
Department, and cj to interact with 
those whom they suspect of doing the 
robbing and collecting as much infor- 
mation as possible about the sites and ' 
the materials being stolen. A related 
problem that caused Politis and the 
DoA to try this approach was the con- 
tinuing rapid expansion of agricultur- 
al lands and the construction of new 
roads and buildings, both of which 
have destroyed or threatened known 
antiquities sites. 

“We discovered that a great deal 
could be learned from the local peo- 
ple who had been finding ancient 
remains for decades during their rou- 
tine agricultural activities, and we 
decided to tap this source of informa- 
tion that had not been sufficiently 
explored before,” Politis said in a 
recent interview'. The results of this 
rather unorthodox approach have 
been rather exciting, and positive in 
many ways. The past two years have 
seen the identification of new antiqui- 
ties sites, and new antiquities within 
known sites have also been docu- 
mented. A unique collection of 
inscribed tombstones from the 4th-to- 
6tb centuries AD has been retrieved 
and is now safely in the hands of the 
DoA. >• 


The medieval Islamic town and sur- 
viving stone water reservoir (birkeh) 
at the area in Safi called ‘Unayz, west 
of Wadi Has a. have been further doc- 
umented and studied. Using aerial 
photos and ground surveying. Polios’ 
team found that the ancient settle- 
ment extended further westwards 
than had been previously thought. 
They also identified parts of an 
ancient road that crossed the Wadi 
Hasa at a nearby ford, and collected 
some plain ceramic tiles from a 
robbed out tomb (the tiles once prob- 
ably formed a star-shaped arrange- 
ment). 

Massive cemeteries 

On the south side of the wadi, the 
team studied large Early Bronze Age 
I and Byzantine era cemeteries that 
had been discovered and pilfered by 
tomb robbers. 

These cemeteries in the Naqa’ area 
had been partially excavated in 1995 
by a joint team from the DoA and 
Mu’ta University. Further examina- 
tion of the area, also using aerial pho- 
tos, prompted Politis to estimate that 
“tens of thousands of burials at Naqa' 
represent one of the largest Early 
Bronze Age I cemeteries ever found 
in the Levant," There seems to have 
been some Egyptian influence on the 
local* population, to judge by the 
types of grave goods found. 

The Early Bronze Age I (EBI) peri- 
od in Jordan/Palestine (around 3300- 
3000 BCt is one of the most fascinat- 
ing ancient eras, for at this time 
human beings started the process of 
developing proper walled towns, or 
inventing ‘urbanism.’ 

The EB towns and cemeteries of the 
Southern Ghors are among the most 
numerous and important of any in the 
Middle East, and retain significant 
information on the first urban stir- 
rings of humankind. To lose them to 
unchecked theft would be to forfeit 
one of humankind's most valuable 
repositories of information on our 
first urban stirrings. The EB settle- 
ment at Safi has not been identified, 
but Politis' w r ork suggests that it may 
be buried beneath alluvial deposits 
and agricultural fields to the west. 
Byzantine tombs were discovered in 
the Naqa’ area in far smaller numbers 
than The -EBf comte, bbt tiiev'-fepfe- 
senr a- diversified population that is ;• 
fascinating in Itself/ ■ ' *■ 



The birkeh at Ghor es-Safi (photo courtesy of Konstatinos Politis) 


Islamic sugar mill town 

The major standing remains at Safi 
are the remains of a sugar mill called 
Tawaheen es-Sukkar in Arabic (“the 
sugar mills), dating from the 12th-to- 
15th centuries AD. Long known but 
never systematically excavated or 
even documented, the sugar mills 
were examined by Politis’ team and 
proved to be a sugar cane processing 
and refining plant fed by two water 
channels, enclosed within an external 
mudbrick wall. The tomb robbers 
accidentally uncovered well pre- 
served underground water channels 
and stone-paved surfaces, which have 
now been documented and protected. 

A fascinating aspect of the study of 
this site is the history of its name, 
which dates back to the biblical story 
of Lot and his daughters who sur- 
vived in a cave there after God 
destroyed all the people of nearby 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19). 
According to Politis, Islamic tradition 
gives the name of Lot’s younger 
daughter as ‘Zughar,’ a name that 
seems to have stuck to the place. The 
Bible says that Lot escaped to a town 
in that area called “Bela (that is, 
Zo’ar).” perhaps in the early 2nd Mil- 
lennium BC. The 14th century BC 
Amarna letters mention a place called 
^Suhni” 1 In the 'Classical period the 
town there : was called “Segor,” 
•M5dHed‘crn : ih‘e 6ih - century AD Mad- 


aba mosaic map as “Balak. also 
Segor, now Zoora. The Jewish Tal- 
mud refers to it as “Zoar the city of 
palms” In medieval Islamic times it 
was called “Zughar,” and the Cru- 
saders knew it as “Segor.” The large- 
scale sugar industry in this region in 
medieval Islamic times may have 
given the name of the place to the 
name of the product: “sukkar” in Ara- 
bic, which became “sugar” in Eng- 
lish, “sucre” in French and so on. Per- 
haps at Safi town there is fascinating 
etymological as well as archaeologi- 
cal history to unravel, Politis said. 

The sugar-producing Byzantine and 
middle Islamic town of Zughar was 
probably located near the sugar mills, 
in the adjacent area of agricultural 
fields to the north-west known as 
Khirbet Sheikh ‘Isa. This is also the 
best candidate for the site of ancient 
bibb'cal Zoar (if such a biblical town 
ever existed). 

Bulldozers working in the area have 
recently exposed remains of an 
ancient city wall built of well-hewn 
ashlar blocks, Politis said, and one 
bulldozer exposed the rem ains of 
what may have been the entrance to a 
Byzantine church. 

Rescued cultural remains 

The materials that have been rescued 
during this work at Safi include a 
wide range of objects spanning thou- 
sands of years, most of which have 


been illegally excavated and offered 
for sale on local and global markets. 
The Early Bronze Age I period was 
represented by pottery, ostrich eggs, 
alabaster vessels, beads and mace 
heads, while from the Middle 
Bronze Age D <1800-1500 BC) 
came pottery, metal objects, and 
beads. Byzantine items included 
funerary stelae (stone grave mark- 
ers), pottery, glass, coins, copper 
items, kohl sticks, amulets, plaster 
mirror plaques, and gold earrings and 
beads. The middle Islamic period 
produced primarily pottery. 

The most important collection of 
ancient artefacts from these ongoing 
cemetery looting sprees is over 300 
funerary stelae from the 4th-to-6th 
centuries AD. of which about 90 per 
cent were inscribed in Greek and the 
rest in an Aramaic script Many more 
have been sold and sent outside the 
country, but the collection that has 
been saved is unparalleled for the 
information it is providing on the 
Byzantine era population in the 
Southern Ghors. 

For example, most of the Greek 
Christian names were based on 
indigenous Semitic 

(Nabataean/Arab) names, though 
written in the Greek language, which 
was the common and dominant lan- 
guage of the Byzantine period in this 
region. Among the Christians buried 
at Safi were one man from Petra and 
another from Fein an, and a Jewish 
person from Galilee. Some of the 
deceased were bishops, deacons and 
other church officials, and one Jewish 
man buried there was the head of a 
synagogue, but it is not known if be 
lived in Safi or was visiting from 
elsewhere. 

The tombstone inscriptions gave the 
name of the deceased and the precise 
date of death, often with the phrases 
“he died with a good name and good 
reputation,” and the even more touch- 
ing “be courageous, no one is immor- 
tal.” 

One stone gave the date of 18 May 
of the year 363 AD: this has at long 
last solved the mystery of die exact 
day of the famous earthquake that 
shattered many towns in this region in 
the year 363 AD. Most grave stones 
also give the age of the deceased. 
Decorative elements on the tomb 
stones include birds, crosses, and 
snakes, and traces of red. green, yel- 
low and white paint have been found 



on some of them. The tomb stones 
did not stand upright, as is the custom 
today, but wen? said to have laid flat 
on the tomb, according to the reports 
from the tomb robbers themselves. 

The few Aramaic-inscribed tomb- 
stones, unlike all the others, were 
dated from the fall of the Jewish sec- 
ond temple at Jerusalem, and thus 
probably represent burials of a small 
group of Jewish refugees, traders, or 
immigrants who died in the Safi 
region. Historical texts from the 1st 
and 2nd centuries AD mention Jewish 
refugees fleeing political upheavals 
in Roman-dominated Palestine, and 
some of them may have sought refuge 
in Safi, where they died and were 
buried. Politis said. Papyrus scrolls 
from the mid-2nd centuiy AD attest 
to Nabataean-Jewish co-existence in 
the Dead Sea region, and thus it 
would not be unusual to find Jewish 
families living in Nabataean towns, 
or Nabataean families living in Jew- 
ish areas. 

“This is one of the biggest collec- 
tions of Early Byzantine tombstones 
from the entire Middle East, and it is 
also noteworthy for the textual infor- 
mation. dating, quality, and the 
demographic information it pro- 
vides,” Politis said. 

He hopes to properly excavate what 
remains of this cemetery one day, and 
to learn more about the Early Bronze 
and Byzantine communities that lived 
and died there. He also feels that the 
known middle Islamic antiquities 
from sugar-exporting Zughar town 
must be urgently protected and prop- 
erly studied, and made more easily 
accessible and presentable to visitors. 
A local museum has been proposed to 
house some of the important collec- 
tions of objects coining out of the 
Southern Ghors and the Safi area in 
particular. 

The work has been funded by the 
Department of Antiquities, the British 
Museum, and private donors. 
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Study questions use of growth 
hormones in short but healthy kids 


By Brigitte Greenberg 

Associated Press 

GIVING GROWTH hormones to short 
but otherwise healthy children adds only 
a modest 5 centimetres to their height on 
average, a study found, leading some 
experts to question whether up to 10 
years of daily injections are worth the 
cost and the trouble. 

The 10-year study in Thursday's New 
England journal of medicine is the first 
long-term look at the controversial prac- 
tice of administering growth hormones 
for cosmetic reasons, a use that has not 
been approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 

Dr. Raymond !. Hintz and colleagues at 
Stanford University showed that about 
80 per cent of the children studied 
reached heights greater than would have 
been expected otherwise. 

However, the results in individual chil- 
dren varied and 20 per cent saw no 
height increase. 

What’s more, few of the children 
reached the target height set by doctors 


based on the size of the child’s parents. 

Hintz called the results “somewhat dis- 
appointing.” “The question is: do we 
treat, understanding that it's not a 100 per 
cent guarantee and that it's years of treat- 
ment, or do we let nature take its 
course'?” he said. “This is going to be a 
difficult judgement I think different par- 
ents are going to give different answers.” 
The American ac ade my of Paediatrics 
recommends use of growth hormones 
only in children who have a deficiency of 
the hormones; a rare chromosomal 
abnormality called Turner Syndrome that 
stunts growth in girls; or a chronic kidney 
disorder that retards growth. 

The academy warns that the hormones 
should not be widely used for cosmetic 
reasons because they could lead to 
tumours, diabetes, hip problems or diffi- 
culties with self-esteem. This study 
found no side effects. 

Even though the FDA has not 
approved the drugs for use in short but 
otherwise healthy children, ft is not ille- 
gal to do so. Roughly 30.000 children are 
treated with growth hormones in the 


‘Sometimes 
people judge 
others... based on 
their stature’ 

dnited States yearly, and about 20 per 
cent of them don't fit into one of the cat- 
egories the FDA deems as medically 
necessary. 

One year of growth hormone therapy 
can cost $10,000 to $25,000. 

The new study was paid for in part by 
Genentech inc. of South San Francisco. 
California, which holds 67 per cent of the 
U.S. Market for growth hormones. Eli 
Lilly and Co. and Pharmacia and Upjohn 
also produce growth hormones. 

Tie researchers examined 121 children 
who were considered short for no known 
medical reason and were created with 
growth hormones for two to 10 years. 

Among 80 children who received treat- 


ment and who have reached adulthood, 
both boys and girls were an average of 
about 5 centimetres taller than would 
have been expected otherwise. 

In an accompanying editorial Dr. 
Sharon E. Oberfield of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia 
University called the findings inconclu- 
sive but was sceptical of hormone use on 
healthy children. 

“Is short stature a disease? If not, 
should the most severe short starure be 
considered a disability warranting treat- 
memT Oberfield wrote. 

Hintz defended the use of the hor- 
mones in some cases where a person is 
“severely short,” meaning below 122 
metres for a woman or 1252 metres for a 
man. 

“When you have trouble interacting 
with people or in handling kitchen cabi- 
nets or driving, then it becomes a signifi- 
cant problem.” he said “Like a lot of 
'isms,’ such as racism or ageism, there is 
heigh tism, which can be subtle. 

Sometimes people judge others, even 
unconsciously, based on their stature.” 


Exercise can severely 
damage your health 


A gene e France Presse 

GOOD NEWS for couch potatoes: 
contrary to popular wisdom, exercise 
may be harmful if done in excess, fit- 
ness experts warn. 

Too much exercise may reduce the 
body’s ability to fight off diseases 
ranging from the common cold to 
more serious illnesses like heart dis- 
ease and cancer, experts said. 

Much of the evidence is anecdotal, 
but a study of some 2,300 runners 
who participated in the 1987 Los 
Angeles Marathon found one out of 
seven got sick a week after the race, 
a rate nearly six times that of runners 
who trained but did not run the 
marathon. 

The study also found that runners 
who trained more than 100 kilome- 
tres a week doubled their odds for ill- 
ness compared to those who ran less 
than 32 kilometres a week. 

“Excessive exercise can backfire 
on you,” says Ken Cooper, the fitness 
guru who coined the term “aerobics.” 


Pointing to elite athletes who have 
been struck with life-threatening dis- 
eases like skater Scott Hamilton, 
Cooper argues that “there appears to 
be a point of diminishing returns 
where your immunity is adversely 
affected and you break down your 
resistance to infection and disease.” 

How much is too much “varies 
according to the fitness level of the 
individual.'' says Cooper, a physician 
who heads the Cooper Institute for 
Aerobic Research in Dallas. Texas. 
Heavy training may suppress white 
blood cells that form the body's “first 
line of defence” against illnesses, 
adds David Nieman, a professor of 
health and exercise science at 
Appalachian State University. 

Title good news is that a moderate 
level of exercise may in fact 
strengthen the body's immune sys- 
tem. 

Studies show that people who walk 
for up to 45 minutes a day could 
reduce their risk of catching a cold or 
sore throat by half. 


Navy sound-deadening technology may have many civilian uses 
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By Bill Kaczor 

Associated Press 

LOW-FREQUENCY noise such as 
the whomp-whomp of helicopter 
rotor blades can be more than just 
annoying. Research indicates it can 
raise’ blood pressure and hasten 
fatiaue. 

U.S. Navy scientists assigned to 
develop ea’r protectors for heli- 
copter crews found no material on 
the market that would adequately 
block the sound, so they invented a 
new technology. 

Their patented solution shows so 
much promise that commercial 
interests are lining up to use it in 
appliances, automobiles, airplanes, 
spacecraft, ships and buildings as 
well as for ear cups, said CapL Bob 
Hain. science and technology direc- 
tor at the Naval Aerospace Medical 
Research Laboratory. 

“It's a technology as opposed to a 
material." said Gerry Thomas, head 


of acoustics for the lab at Pensacola 
Naval Air Station. “So far every 
material that we’ve attempted to 
apply the technology to, we’ve been 
successful.” That includes epoxy 
resins, silicon gels, polyurethane 
foam, plastics and silicon- and car- 
bon-based rubbers, said Thomas, 
who has a PhD. in acoustics from 
the University of Florida. 

Tests show, depending on the 
application, the technology can 
improve sound absorption by 50 per 
cent to 1,000 per cent. A q0.6-cen- 
timetre thickness can block as much 
sound as a foot of concrete. 

Mold-Ex Rubber of nearby Milton 
is licensed to use the process in cer- 
tain products and over the past two 
years sold Ford Motor Co. more 
than 1 million exhaust recirculation 
hoses that reduce engine noise. Pro- 
duction, however, has discontinued 
because Ford made a design change 
that solved the problem another 
way, said Bruce Guy, Mold-Ex vice 


president and technical director. 

Later this year, he said, the com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Norfolk. Vir- 
ginia-based Southland Technolo- 
gies Inc., will begin using the for- 
mula in rubber and plastic protec- 
tors as well as foam insulation for 
boat builders. 

Thomas and co-inventor Bill 
Cushman, who worked on the pro- 
ject on a contract basis, relied on 
basic physics for their sound solu- 
tion. 

“We knew that laminates of differ- 
ent materials were better than 
homogeneous materials in blocking 
lower frequencies,” Thomas said. 
Sound waves lose energy at the 
point where dissimilar materials 
meet, but such layering would be 
impractical for ear cups. 

“We wondered if it would work 
using very small particles that were 
very dissimilar since progression of 
sound requires molecular colli- 
sions,” Thomas said. 


The answer was yes, but it took 41 
attempts before they arrived at a 
correct balance of high- and low- 
impedance particles. “The formula 
is very specific,” Thomas said. “If 
you are off by a couple pans per 
hundred, you lose the effect.” The 
technology works across the fre- 
quency spectrum but is particularly 
prized for its low-frequency perfor- 
mance because nothing else has 
been effective in that range. Guy 
said. 

Moulded products such as the ear 
protectors represent only a small 
fraction of potential uses so the lab 
now is focused on perfecting mate- 
rials in sheet and spray-on forms. 

“That’s the big enchilada,” 
Thomas said, “It’s just been* this 
past summer that we’ve had a suffi- 
cient number of breakthroughs 
because the science involved with 
large sheets is very different than 
the science involved with small sur- 
face areas and airborne sound.” The 


lab also has approached Florida 
State and Florida A and M 
universities for help in applying the 
technology to high-strength com- 
posites such as those used to make 
aircraft. A chemical company wants 
to try it with fibres, including 
kevlar, a main component in hel- 
mets, Thomas said. 

Since initial research in 1993-95, 
Cushman’s contract has expired but 
he is working independently to 
advance the concept in what he 
termed a friendly competition with 
the navy lab. 

He has patented the use of dis- 
carded tires, frozen and broken into 
crumbs, as a low-cost raw material 
and a more expensive approach 
combining various technologies. 

Cushman, who has a doctorate in 
sensory psychology from the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, also has joined 
with Intelligent Automation Inc. of 
Rockville, Maryland, to develop 
headsets for the navy that can be 


used in noisy environments. They 
are in the first months of a two-year 
contract to combine soundproof ear 
cups with microphones that digital- 
ly cancel background noise. 

The navy lab has spent nearly $2 
million developing its technology, 
but if sheet materials prove success- 
ful that investment will be returned 
within months in manufacturing 
royalties. Thomas said. 

The military will reap other bene- 
fits just from better hearing protec- 
tors that can be worn around jet 
engines, big guns and other noisy 
environments. 

The navy spent $37.5 million in 
one year — 1995 — on hearing dis- 
abilities and the department of vet- 
erans affairs paid out $3.68 billion 
from 1968 through 1995, Hain said. 

Noise “not only affects someone’s 
hearing.” he said. “If you can’t hear 
what’s going on, it affects your abil- 
ity to accomplish your mission.” 




Economy 


World’s richest countries focus 
on Third World debt relief 


BONN (AFP) — The 
Group of Seven (G-7) 
wealthy nations are refo- 
cusing their efforts on 
reducing Third World 
debt, giving themselves 
until June to find com- 
mon ground and concrete 
proposals to help the 
world’s poorest countries. 

Finance ministers from 
Britain. Canada. France, 
Germany, Italy. Japan, 
and the United States 
meeting in Bonn on Sat- 
urday said they hoped to 
roach agreement on 
improved debt relief in 
time for a June summit of 
G-7 heads of state in 
Cologne. 

They said they hoped to 
make ' “maximum 

progress” in the coming 
\ ear. 

A total of 41 countries 
have been identified as 
heavily indebted poor 
countries (HIPC), under a 
1996 initiative undertak- 
en by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank. 

According to a rough 
estimate by French 
Finance Minister 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
the HIPC countries’ pub- 
lic debt totals some Sll 


billion, representing the 
manageable figure of 
about 0.6 per thousand of 
the gross domestic prod- 
uct of developed coun- 
tries. 

The G-7 commitment 
comes as the public puts 
pressure on governments 
to reduce the debt burden 
of the world’s poorest 
countries. 

Sports stars such as 
boxing legend 

Mohammed Ali, artists 
such as Bono, singer of 
Irish rockers U2. as well 
as Christian and secular 
groups have all joined 
together under a British 
organisation. Jubilee 

2000. to campaign for a 
one-off cancellation of all 
unpayable Third World 
debts to mark the new 
Millennium. 

This is the first large 
effort by the public since 
the live aid and band aid 
concerts of the 19S0s to 
support famine relief in 
Africa. 

For now. the G-7 has 
only sketched an outline 
of a possible accord, not- 
ing that the HIPC initia- 
tive “provides the appro- 
priate framework to 
address (he debt problems 


of these countries,” but 
acknowledging that the 
HIPC needs improving. 

The finance ministers 
stressed, however, that 
the world’s richest coun- 
tries, who have loaned 
the most, should not be 
forced to pay out a sec- 
ond time, thus entirely 
supporting the cost of 
debt reduction them- 
selves. 

German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder, the 
host of Saturday's meet- 
ing and the upcoming 
Cologne one, has insisted 
on seeing results by the 
summit in June. He wants 
to see as many countries 
as possible make adjust- 
ments and see the burden 
of debt reduced rapidly 
and globally. 

He has suggested that in 
“exceptional cases,” 
when the approved mech- 
anisms are insufficient, 
the Paris Club of creditor 
nations should consider 
entirely scrapping credits 
and loans. 

On Saturday, Strauss- 
Kahn unveiled a French 
initiative to cancel debt 
interest payments for a 
generation, meaning 30 
years. . in all of the 


HIPCS. France also 
hopes to secure some 
relief 'for countries-that 
fall outside the HIPC 
bracket 

There are 41 developing 
countries classified as 
HIPCS, including 32 with 
a 1993 gross national 
product per capita of 
$695 or less, together 
with a debts-to-exports 
ratio higher than 220 per 
cent, plus nine others that 
were eligible for conces- 
sional rescheduling from 
the Paris Club of creditor 
nations. 

These countries were: 
Angola, Benin, Bolivia, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Cameroon. Central African 
Republic, Chad, Congo, 
Cote D’ivoire, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Equa- 
torial Guinea. Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea- 
Bissau, Guyana, Hon- 
duras, Kenya, Laos, 
Liberia, Madagascar, 
Mali,- Mauritania. Mozam- 
bique. Myanmar. Niger, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome And Principe, Sene- 
gal, Sierra Leone, Soma- 
lia. Sudan. Tanzania, 
Togo, Uganda, Vietnam. 
Yemen and Zambia. 



British 
economy is 
seen slowing 
sharply 
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LONDON (AFP) — Storm 
clouds blown in from the 
troubled world economy 
darkened over Britain when 
the central bank slashed its 
economic growth forecast 
and warned that the econo- 
my would probably stag- 
nate in the first half of 1999. 

The Bank of England pre- 
dicted that the economy 
would expand by just .0,5. 
per cent to 1.0 per cent in 
1999, which was well 
below official forecasts 
made late last yean 

However, the bank said 
dial the likelihood of Britain 
sinking into recession this 
year remained a one in four 
shot. 

The bank’s latest quarter- 
ly inflation report said that 
the prospects for the world 
economy had worsened 
since its last study was pub- 
lished in November. 

At that time, the bank had 
endorsed government fore- 
casts that foe British econo- 
my would grow by 1.0 to 
1.5 per cent this year. 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 22, 1999 


World Bank admits Asia 
mistakes, seeks changes 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank, which admits it 
Jailed to tackle problems 
leading to Asia’s economic 
demise, should change foe 
way it lends to member 
states, according to a policy 
paper from the head of the 
bank. 

The internal document by 
World Bank President 
James Wolfensobn says the 
bank should take a longer- 
term, holistic approach to 
the problems facing coun- 
tries, looking at foe whole 
picture rather than at indi- 
vidual sectors. 

‘Too often in foe past we 
have gone after the easy tar- 
gets. saying that we would 
attack foe more difficult 
(and often institutional) 
problems later on,” Wolfen- 
sohn said in foe paper, 
which was m ade available 
to Reuters. “In doing so we 
failed to recognise foe 
essential complementari- 
ties." 

Giving examples, Wolfen- 
sohn said it was pointless to 
privatise films without also 
creating a competitive envi- 
ronment and a sound rule of 
law, or to build schools if 
there were no roads that 
children could use to get 
there. 

“We know, at least from 
hindsight, that part of the 
failures in Russia were due 
to paying insufficient atten- 
tion to foe preconditions for 
a mark et economy,” be said 
in the report. “A Proposal 
for a Comprehensive Devel- 
opment Framework.” 
Wolfensohn’s report, to 
bank staff and governments, 
more or less coincided with 
foe release of a deeply self- 
critical World Bank docu- 
ment which said the bank 
had been lulled into a false 
sense of security about 
Indonesia, then a big bor- 
rower and now one of the 
countries at foe centre of foe 
economic crisis. 

‘The enthusiasm associat- 
ed with rapid growth created 
ja,ha]p effect in country rela- 
tions,” said foe country 
assistance note on Indone- 
sia, written by foe bank’s 
independent operations 
evaluation department 
“The bank ... could not 
have predicted foe ' timing 
and the severity of foe crisis, 
but it could have been better 
prepared, had past successes 
not bred overconfidence," ii 

arirb-rt 

The bank rated its perfor- 
mance in Indonesia prior to 
the economic crisis, as well 
as foe performance of foe 
Indonesian government as 
“marginally satisfactory." 

“While foe government's 
development strategy has 


had remarkable positive 
results, issues of poor gover- 
nance, social stress and a 
weak financ ial sector were 
not addressed and con- 
tributed to foe depth of the 
crisis,” it said 
‘The bank’s neglect of 
those same issues and its 
underestimation of risks and 
lack of contingency plan- 
ning dampened foe overall 
effectiveness of its assis- 
tance," the note added 
Governance is the word 
foe World Bank and foe 
International Monetary 
Fund use when they talk 
about high-level corruption. 

“Seeking equity when 
government is riddled with 
corruption and bas ineffi- 
cient and untrained officials 
is an objective that will 
never be realised.” Wolfen- 
sohn said. 


The World Bank is con- 
tributing $4.5 billioD to the 
international community s 
$43 billion rescue package 
for Indonesia and is a big 
player in other bail-outs. 

But foe World Bank, like 
many others, was dismally 
wrong in some of its fore- 
casts for Indonesia and other 
countries. 

A report released in Sep- 
tember 1997, two months 
after the devaluation of the 
Thai baht triggered foe eco- 
nomic crisis, said five big 
developing countries — 
Brazil, China, India, Indone- 
sia and Russia — would 
emerge as key players in foe 
world economy, creating 
new chances for trade and 
development 

“The rapid growth and 
integration of foe big five 
developing and transition 


economies over foe next 
quarter century will gener- 
ate important net benefits 
for foe world economy, but 
also significant economic 
adjustments." the 1997 
report said. 

Brazil, Indonesia and Rus- 
sia have since aimed to foe 
international financial com- 
munity for tens of billions of 
dollars in loans. Their 
economies, like those of 
Thailand and South Korea, 
have plunged into recession. 

“The great Asian tigers are 
no more.” Malaysia’s out- 
spoken Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammed told a 
developing nations' confer- 
ence in Jamaica earlier this 
month. 

“Reduced to whimpering 
and begging, they are but a 
shadow of their former 
selves." he said. 
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THE Daily Crossword Ecfifed by Wayne Robert Williams 


• ACROSS 
1 Actress Moore 
5 Source of poi 
9 Puccini opera 

14 Neck and neck 

15 Zeno of 

16 More untested 

17 Marine 
environment 

19 Mr. Ts outfit 

20 Worldwide law 
enforcement 
yp- 

21 ‘Fawity Towers' 
star 

22 Spanish rivers 

23 Mapped 

24 Help 

27 At Hie same 
time 

28 Let's hear it 

29 Newly-hatched 
stage 

30 Clumsy clod 

33 Guided trip 

34 "Wake up Little 


35 Actor's part 

36 ‘ the 

ramparts we 
watched . . 

37 Leases 

38 Give the game 
away 

39 Word of honor 

41 Seeks bass 

42 False identities 

44 Has to 

45 Church of 
Engfand priest 

46 Cave in 

50 Available buyer 

51 “Stay HI the 
(endure) 

52 Small land 
mass 

53 Preminger 

54 Verifiable 

55 Kfn of Brens 

56 Galactic time 
period 

57 Conventional 
symbol 
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Peanuts 


Y IF I PLAY THE TWO 
HE’LL PROBABLY PLAY 
THE FOUR, BUT IF I PLAY 
THE SIX. MAYBE HE'LL 
PLAY THE NINE.. 



Andy Capp 


Rosemont,PA 


DOWN 
Band leader 
Amaz 

Writer Hunter 
Run in the 
heat? 


4 Midmost 

5 Darjeeling 
server 

6 Chorus section 

7 Virginia dance 

8 B laded pole 

9 Vocal refrain 

10 Grade-B 
westerns 

11 Yen for sugar 

12 Terminate 

13 Packing heat 

18 Sfap on the 

21 Onion-flavored 

seasoning 

23 Evert or 
Schenkel 

24 Concerning 

25 Foot-long 
container? 

26 Deli buy 

27 Squander 
29 Breathing 

organs 

31 Shaving-cream 
additive 

32 Marshes 

34 Passover meal 

35 Begins again 
37 Vacation spots 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


Obedience Training 



U ^_° H nly , t /f in d °gs and cats 
We don t train computers." 


UiUammu. 


38 Strong thread 

40 Type of sail 

41 Steamboat 

man 

42 Gilmore of the 
NBA 

43 Minimum 

44 Words to live 
by 


46 Refer to In a 
footnote 

47 Gilpin of 
■Rrasler 

48 Close fitting 

49 Adam's 
birthplace 

51 Lengthy scarf 
of feathers 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Atglrion 
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CENTRAL BANK BULLETIN 


By Glasbergen 


GLASBEflS&J 


. A BAR&ER’S 
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must be this. 






torn SS°* ,he circled letters to 
answer, as suq- 
9asied by iha above cartoon. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, February 22, 1999 




A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Exemption of industrial production inputs 
from customs wins Cabinet’s initial approval 


* THE COUNCIL of Ministers has 
given its preliminary approval to the 
comprehensive programme that exempts 
nearly 2,200 industrial production inputs 
from customs. The Cabinet referred to 
the Ministry of Finance the question of 
finding alternatives to compensate the 
treasury for the estimated JD86 million 
loss from the exemptions. 

An informed government source said 
the most probable alternative to compen- 
sate the treasury is to raise the general 
sales tax. Such a step, if approved, would 


require amending the Customs Law and 
presenting it to Parliament for taking a 
decision. 

The committee which was entrusted 
with the issue of exempting industrial 
production inputs from customs has rec- 
ommended to the Council of Ministers 
implementing the exemption over three 
stages ending in June. 

The exemption would result in raising 
the competitive edge of national indus- 
tries and enabling it to enter new market 
at competitive prices (A1 Dustour). 


Study says Jordan needs 
193,000 housing units within five years 




** "STUDIES INDICATE that Jordan 
needs 193,000 housing units between 
] 999 and the year 2003 and that most of 
the units are needed for limited income ' 
and low income groups.” said Zuhair 
Khalifeh, general manager of the Jordan 
Mortgage Refinance Company. He noted 
that housing investments in the private 
sector concentrate on meeting the needs 
of the medium and high-income groups. 

Khalifeh indicated that his company 
has extended five loans totalling JD14.6 
million during 1998. The credits includ- 
ed refinancing 1,337 housing loans, he 
said adding that the company also issued 
and sold its first three-year bonds for a 
total of JD10 million. Moreover, the 
Jordan Mortgage Refinance Company 
succeeded in providing JD11 million to 
the military housing funds to enable 
them fulfil their objectives in granting 
housing loan. 

The general manager said that banks 
responded favourably with the objec- 



mm 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1999 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Send notes to all the people 
who owe you money today. You might be surprised to find 
out how much you’ve loaned out dial’s never been repaid. 
You've got a generous heart, and you’re kind of forgetful, so 
you’re the perfect person to bcarow from. And that’s one of 

rh*» rMcnnc vriir ptvl im hmtv ho rnuJov "* 



TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Y ou sho ul d start off the day 
in a good mood — strong, forceful dynamic. able to leapW 
buildings in a single bound. Be careful about that, though, 
because as die day continues, your advantage weakens. 
Tomorrow you could actually find yourself in complete con- 
fusion. To avoid that, make solid plans while you feel deci- 
sive. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You’re being pushed to do 
what you do best, and that’s nota bad idea. But take care. As 
you’re putting on voir performance, think not only about 
what you're saying, bur also about bow you’re being heard. If 
you disregard your audience’s cherished belief, you might not 
get the reception you hoped for. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) There’s paperwork or 
bureaucratic snafus that need to be cleaned up. Dive into that 
first thing, because it’ll go more easily than usual. Conditions 
get a little more complicated as the day continues, and its 
probably going to be a tiring evening. Best not to plan on 
going out, if you can possibly avoid it. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) The move you had planned isn’t 
going to work, because you’re being blocked If you're cau- 
tious, you may find a way around a problem You might not 
be checkmated after all. You still have a few tricks up your 
sleeve, but don't play them too quickly, and certainly don't get 
overconfident about a recent success. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There’s room for 
improvement today, and you may be the person to point out 
where, when, why Mid bow. You might not be the team leader 
You're more likely the brains behind the operation. Today, 
however, you may have to speak up, or somebody could 
make a dreadful mistake. If you see something going wrong, 
holier. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) This day could start 
out with worries about money, but don't let that get you down. 
If you need more for something fun you have in mind, bow 
about taking on a little more work? Thai's not quite as good 
as setting a handout, but it looks like its more achievable. Go 
ahead and sign up for that overtime so you can get what you 
want. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) You have awe- 
some powers, but hold back just a little longer. Do a bit more 
planning. Get your resources together Figure our where 
you're going io gel the money and how you’ll pay it back. A 
big opportunity will come later this week, and if you spend 
the time now- getting ready, you'll be prepared when the 
opportunity happens. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A day that 
starts out as drudgery could end up exactly the opposite. 
That's due to the introduction of a new’ sparring partner. You 
two can leam a lot from each other; and today is only ^ the 
beginning. So if you meet somebody you find mildly irritat- 
ing but rather attractive at the same time, relax. That’s exact- 
ly as it should be. 

CAPRICORN: i December 22 to January 19) Capricorns are 
amona the most generous people in the world, and they work 
harder than just about everyone to provide for the people they 
love. You should be proud to be a Capricorn, especially if you 
have to stop doing something you want to do and start doing 
something vou have io do. That could happen today. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) There wifi be lots 
of new possibilities pepping up over the next day or two — 
people with creative ideas that you could follow through on, 
people who’d like to get to know you better or engage you in 
philosophical dialogue. One word of caution: Stay away from 

the one w ho’s after your money. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) Take it easy today. 
There's no need to rush into anything. There are all sons of 
wonderful opportunities, but it looks like there are some hid- 
den problems, too. You should proceed for the next few days 
as if vou w ere sailing over coral reefs. There’s a beautiful har- 
bour'and a gorgeous island you can visit, if you’re careful. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


rives of the company by offering and 
executing special progr amm es that 
extend housing loans for up to 15 years. 
He added that banks also responded with 
the partnership progr amm e*; carried out 
by the General Corporation for Housing 
and Urban Development with investors 
from the private sector. 

Khalifeh indicated that despite the high 
level of interest prevailing in the market 
at present, people were applying for the 
programmes. He said the company seeks 
to boost the participation of banks and 
financial institutions in granting housing 
loans and to finalise the documents relat- 
ed to dealings with the entities that oper- 
ate according to the Islamic principles. 

Furthermore, the company aims at 
intensifying its marketing activities in 
order to expand lending and refinancing 
as well as periodic floating of bonds and 
ensuring that investment institutions 
purchase these bonds and trade them at 
the stock exchange (A1 Ra’i). 


Saab slashes 
losses 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Saab 
Automobile reduced net losses 
in 1998 to 620 million kronor 
(69.9 million euros, S79 mil- 
lion) from 1.906 billion kronor 
in 1997, and made an operating 
profit, the company has said. 

Sales in Japan surged 
c.The. USfe -group GeneraK 
Motors owns 50 per cent of 


aamu. 

Operating results showed a 
profit of 68 million kronor from 
a lass of 1.23 billion kronor. 
Turnover rose by 27 per cent to 
28.418 billion kronor from 
2239 billion kronor in 1997. 


A.F.M TRADE Sunday.21- 02- 99 
ACCESS 4646868 . 
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Study: U.S. companies 
lost $1 2.4b in copyright 
piracy last year 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. companies lost an 
estimated SI 2.4 billion in 
copyright piracy last year, 
up from $11.7 billion in 
1997, an association of 
copyright industries has 
reported. 

The findings were con- 
tained in a report from the 
International Intellectual 
Property Alliance (UPA) to 
the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative 
(USTR). 

The alliance urged the 
USTR to designate Israel 
as a ‘‘priority foreign coun- 
try” for its inadequate 
copyright protection, a 
move that could expose the 
country to U.S. trade sanc- 
tions. 

“Israel’s domestic mar- 
kets for sound recordings, 
videogames and computer 
programmes, once promis- 
ing and profitable, are 
being overwhelmed by 
piracy,” the IIPA found. 

It also recommended that 
Mexico. Macau, Italy, 
Russia, Kuwait, Turkey 
and Poland be placed on a 
“priority watch list” for 
closer scrutiny of their 
efforts to stamp out intel- 


lectual property theft. 

The USTR in the next 
few months is to announce 
its review of countries that 
could be hit with trade 
sanctions for failure to 
ensure intellectual proper- 
ty protection. 

The Business Software 
Alliance (BSA). one of the 
components of the UPA, 
argued that a critical step 
in combating piracy would 
be the “assurance of proper 
software management 
within government agen- 
cies worldwide.” 

“Governments who com- 
mit to legal software will 
send a strong signal to end 
users both within the gov- 
ernment and in the private 
sector that unauthorised 
use and copying of soft- 
ware is not accepted prac- 
tice.” it said in a statement. 

The BSA also urged that 
three other states, Ireland, 
Peru and the Czech 
Republic, be added to the 
list of “priority watch” 
countries. 

Another member of the 
UPA. the Interactive 
Digital Software 

Association (IDS A), 
reported that U.S. comput- 


er and video game publish- 
ers lost some $3.2 billion 
worldwide last year to 
piracy. 

IDSA said the largest 
entertainment software 
losses occurred in China, 
where 95 per cent of the 
game market is pirated, the 
Russian federation, where 
97 per cent of the market is 
pirated, Mexico, where the 
piracy level is 85 per cent 
and Hong Kong, where the 
piracy level is 72 per cent. 

Other markets contribut- 
ing to serious entertain- 
ment software piracy are 
Thailand, Malaysia and 
Paraguay, according to 
IDSA. 

In addition to the BSA 
and IDSA, other members 
of the International 
Intellectual Property 
Alliance are the American 
Film Marketing 

Association, The 

Association of American' 
Publishers, The Motion 
Picture Association of 
America. The National 
Music Publishers 

Association and The 
Recording Industry 

Association of America. 
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Swiss watch exports reach record 
value in 1998 despite Asia crisis 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
value of Swiss watch 
exports set a record of 8.4 
billion Swiss francs ($5.9 
billion. 5.25 billion euros) 
in 1998 despite lower vol- 
ume and the Asian crisis, 
the industry federation has 
said. 

The result was based on a 
strong performance chiefly 
during the first seven 
months of 1998, which was 
followed by a . weaker trade 
environment, a statement 
from the Swiss 
Watchmakers Federation 


said. 

Manufacturers sold 31 
million watches to belea- 
guered Asia, a fall of 1 .6 per 
cent from 1997. 

Sales to Asia were worth 
7.52 billion Swiss francs, a 
rise of one per cent from 
1997 mainly explained by 
strong exports of steel 
watches, accounting for 2.S 
billion Swiss francs of the 
total. 

Asia’s share of the Swiss 
watch market has fallen, to 


37 per cent from 44 per cent 
one year ago. 

Business remained buoy- 
ant in the United States, 
Switzerland’s largest watch 
market, with exports up 
14.1 per cent to 1.3 billion 
Swiss francs. 

Sales to the European 
Union also held up well, 
progressing almost 16 per 
cent to Italy, five per cent 
each to Germany and 
Britain, and 15 per cent to 
France. 



JOB VACANCY 



I SEMI-VILLA TO LET II 


Area: 260sq.m. Location: Dahiat Rashid. 

For more information please contact 
Tel. No.: 5157949m 


EXCLUSIVE VILLA FOR SALE/RENT 


Located on a hill in a luxurious area in Abdoun, 
overlooking western Amman. Land space is 1 ,700 sq.m, 
building 800sq.m; large sitting areas, 5 bedrooms, large 
kitchen, big garden with a swimming pool. 
Patios/terraces, built for the owner. 


NAHAS REAL ESTATE: 
5825157 - Mobile 079/530029 


A leading company in the medical field is 
seeking to recruit the following positions: 

1. Regulatory Affairs (BSc Pharmacy) 

2. Territory Managers (BSc Science) 

The following qualifications are required: 

• Fluency in English 

• Computer literacy 

• Owns a car 

• Fresh graduates preferred 
Interested qualified candidates shoul 
send their resumes with a recent phot to 
the following address: 

P.0. Box 922768, Amman-11192 
Or call 5687667 


'The IntemationaCScfiooC 

Of Choudfat, Hmman 


REQUIRES TEACHERS 


* Native Speakers of English * 

For 

Nursery & Kindergarten, 

English & Social Studies for 
Primary & Secondary classes 
For the 1999 - 2000 Academic year 
Please submit CVs „ 
by fak (06 - 591811) or 
e-mail <iscamman@sabis.net>. 

Tel (06 - 591810) 



Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Mar ke t place *** Jordan Marketpla ce 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 




Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service - 
Develop your oofouf f8m 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo aba 

30% larger. ■ . .. . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822B91 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 



I; FOR 
RENT 

^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



ERIINTI 


★Ona & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal <2> go.com. jo 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O-Bojc 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@gaconi.jo 

An Independent Badge) system Licensee 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


Wadi Rum Bar 

The most popular place 
Live Music ... appearing now: 
Rita Jazalian. 




Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 

LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 11118 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 
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Millett takes Phillips’ IBF Junior 
Welterweight crown 


NEW YORK (R) — An 
ungainly Terronn Millett 
took “cool” vince Phillips's 
International Boxing 
Federation Junior 

Welterweight Title 

Saturday when the referee 
stopped the bout in the fifth 
round after a relatively 
weak left hook had stag- 
gered the champion. 

Millett. often badly off 
balance after throwing 
power punches, had 
knocked down Phillips 
twice — in the third and 
fourth rounds — of the 
scheduled 12-round bout 
and had him in much more 
serious trouble both times. 

Phillips seemed to have 
knocked down Millett in 
the second round but the ; 
referee called it a slip. 

In the fifth round, Millett 
had Phillips up against the 
ropes and hit him with a left 
hook as Phillips was spin- 
ning off the ropes. The blow 
staggered Phillips back- 
ward, but he did not seem to 
be seriously injured. 
Referee Jim Santa, howev- 
er. stepped in and waved the 
fight off at 1:58 of the 
round. 

Phillips. 35, dropped to 
his knees, put his arms on 
the ropes and stared at the 
crowd imploringly and in 
disbelief at the stoppage. 

“He’s a very strong fight- 
er,” said Phillips, who 
lugged around his legs as if 
they were cement and 
seemed to be winded for 
much of the fight. 

“I was still aware of what 
was going on in the ring. I 
didn't think I was that hurt 




Terronn Millett, of Colorado Springs, CoL, left, punches Vince Phillips, of Pensacola, Fla., in 
fifth round action at New York’s Madison Square Garden, Saturday, Feb, 20 . Millett won the 
IBF junior welterweight title when he knocked down Vince Phillips twice and stopped Mm in 
the fifth round CAP photo) 


to the point you stop a 
championship fight. I think 
it was very unfair to say the 
least to stop the fight.” 

The announced crowd of 
13,822 at Madison Square 
Garden apparently thought 
so too, as they loudly booed 
the stoppage. 

“I was still on my feet. I 
was aware of him stopping 
the fight. The ref said I was 
hurt. I wasn't at all. Stop 
the fight when I am laid out. 
Not like that.*' said Phillips, 
now 39-4. 

Millet, who still has a bul- 
let in his back after being 
shot at close range in 1992 


when someone tried to steal 
his truck, said: “I was try- 
ing to make him commit 
and when he did I went for 
the bomb. When I got shot 
everyone gave up on me ... I 
proved tonight I’m for 
real.” 

Millett 30, is 21-1-1. 

In an earlier mid- 
dleweight bout julio cesar 
green clearly outclassed 
Darren Obah of Australia 
for eight rounds, knocking 
him down once in the sev- 
enth before poleaxing him 
with a huge right hand in 
the ninth round. Obah. who 
displayed a hard chin and 


guts, staggered to his feet 
but referee Dick Pakozdi 
waved the fight off with 41 
seconds left of the round. 

Obah. 35. did not start 
fighting professionally until 
he was 29 and it showed. 
He is now 16-3. 

With die victory, the 31- 
year-old green, now 24-3, is 
in line to fight World 
Boxing Association cham- 
pion William Joppy, when 
he recovers from injuries he 
received in an car accident 
earlier this year. Promoter 
Bobby Goodman said 
Joppy might be ready to 
fight by June. 


Kjus gains pyschological edge for 
overall title against the Herminator 


GARMISCH- 
PARTENKIRCHEN. 
Germany (AP) — Lasse 
Kjus. exhausted and trou- 
bled by his sinuses again, 
was on a plane back to 
Norway when Sunday T s 
Super-G was scheduled to 
begin. 

But Kjus was still the 
weekend’s big winner, gain- 
ing a pyschological advan- 
tage in his heated battle 
with “herminator" Hermann 
Maier for the World Cup 
overall title. 

With Kjus on the plane ill, 
bad weather caused the 
Super-G at one of Maier’s 
favourite slopes to be called 
off. The same fate had 
already happened to a 
planned downhill. 

“I would have liked to 
have skied here because the 


slope suits me.” said Maier. 

And almost certainly the 
two races will be resched- 
uled for Kvitfjell, Norway, a 
slope the bearded 
Norwegian knows well. 

“Clearly its an advan- 
tage" said Norway head 
coach Martin Osswald. 
“Kjus likes the slope in 
Kvitfjell a lot more.” 

But the battle between 
skiing's two biggest male 
stars of the moment isn’t 
likely to be over soon. With 
just three race weekends left 
in the season, many seem to 
think the fight for the title 
will go down to the wire. 

“I think it won't be decid- 
ed until the final slalom." 
said Austrian coach Werner 
Margreiter of the season’s 
last race to be held in Sierra 
Nevada. Spain, on March 


There is so much talk of 
the Kjuss-Maier rivalry that 
the third contendor is being 
largely ignored. Kjuss leads 
the race with 1,089 points. 
Maier. seeking to become 
the first man to repeat since 
swiss skier Pinnin 
Zurbriggen in 19S8, has 

1.053. 

But sandwiched between 
them is Norway’s Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt, who won 
the title in 1994 — he’s one 
point ahead of Maier at 

1.054. 

“I’m being overlooked 
because I don’t win many 
races,” insists Aamodt. “But 
I might just surprise peo- 
ple.” 

Kjuss heated up the rival- 
ry with Maier. stealing the 
show from the herminator. 




Dale Earnhardt Jr (3) of Kannapolis, N.C., Jason Keller 157) of Greenville, S.C*, Wayne Grubb 
1831 of MechanicsviUe, Va.. Kevin Lepage (99) of Shelburne, Vt, and Hank Parker Jr. (53) of 
Denver, N.C„ crash in turn four during the Alltel 200 race at the North Carolina Motor 
Speedway near Rockingham, N.C., Saturday (AP photo) 


by becoming the first man 
ever to grab five medals ai a 
world championships. He 
did that feat in vail. 
Colorado, 10 days ago. 

That's why the smooth- 
skiing Kjuss, the better all- 
arounder, is most people's 
pick to grab the title over 
the flashy Austrian with die 
daring, risky style that led 
him to being dubbed “the 
herminator." 

Kjuss also has the chance 
to collect more points 
because he competes in the 
slalom, an event that doesn't 
suit the power siding Maier. 

“As an Austrian, I should 
say Maier will win, but I 
would say Kjuss,” said 
Annin Assinger, who won 
the 1993 downhill at 
Kvitfjell and is now a TV 
commentator. 

“Kjuss is just so good at 
everything" said Assinger, 
while laughing. “I heard 
he's even good at bowling 
and plays a mean black- 
jack." 

Kjuss won the overall title 
in 1996, then injuries set 
him back the past two years. 
His sinuses and bronchitis, 
always a problem, flare up 
under stress like the recent 
world championships, 
according to Osswald. 

The Norway coach says 
Kjuss is back this season 
better than ever because he 
worked harder in the off- 
season on conditioning and 
the team climate is 
improved. 

‘it's a mosaic of things 
that fell into place,” 
Osswald said. 

If omens have any worth, 
then Sunday's postpone- 
ment of the Super-G wasn’t 
a good one for Maier. That 
was the first World Cup race 
he ever won — exactly two 
years ago to the day. 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, February 22, 1999 
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Haas, Courier reach St Jude final • pgCSfJ 

* _ „ i J rnnn’ar rnmlna nff • 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — Tommy 
Haas of Germany beat top-seeded 
Todd Martin 6-3 7-6 (7-4) to win a 
place in Sunday’s final of the 
$825,000 Kroger St Jude tennis tour- 
nament against American Jim Courier. 

Courier was listed as questionable 
for Sunday's final after suffering a foot 
sprain in his 7-6 (7-5) 4-6 6-4 win over 
John Van Lottum of the Netherlands. 

Leading 3-2 in the third set. Courier 
fell hard on his left foot while making 
a backhand return and was fortunate to 
get the break when Van Lottum netted 
his forehand. 

.After receiving treatment, Courier 
held for a 5-2 lead. 

Van Lottum broke back in the ninth 
game to pull within 4-5, but Courier 
sealed a berth in his 36th career ATP 
tour final by breaking the Dutchman in 
the 10th game. 

“The big factor will be waking up 
tomorrow morning," Courier said “It 
doesn't feel too spectacular right now.” 

The 20-year-old Haas, ranked 22 in 
the world, will move into the top 20 in 


the world rankings on the strength of 
his win over Marlin. 

The German, a semifinalist at the 
Australian Open, relied on his strong 
serve and grounds cokes to keep 
Martin off balance and away from the 


“I think I played really well" said 
Haas, seeded third. 

‘Todd started a little slow and I took 
advantage in the first set” 

Martin, a two-time winner of this 
event, predicted Haas will be one of 
the best players in the world in a few 
years. 

“I would assume he would be 
favoured tomorrow both on his recent 
form and his form this week especial- 
ly.” 

Martin said it would be “the shock of 
the decade” if Courier doesn’t play in 
Sunday’s final although he might not 
be 100 per cent Haas said he expects 
Courier to be ready for the final. 

“He's going to hit big shots and I’m 
going to hit big shots so I think it 
depends on how we serve." said Haas. 


The ■‘S-year-old Courier, coming off 
an injury-plagued 199S season in 
which his ranking drop below 100 for 
the first rime since 1988, ran the court 
well against the 22 -year-old Dutchman 
before suffering the sprain. 

Courier scored a number of easy put- 
backs. but mostly he depended on his 
tremendous first serve, which Van 
Lottum failed to solve. 

ATP tour trainer Doug Spreen char- 
acterised the sprain as “unusual, 
occurring low on the inside of 

Courier's left foot. 

“You don’t see a sprain like this very 

often," said Spreen. 

“So, it‘s difficult to gauge how long 

it will take to heal.” 

Van Lottum was disappointed but 
proud of the quality of tennis in his 
semifinal. 

“I think people saw the best match of 
the tournament today. Van Lottum 
said. “Jim depends on his serve, and he 
was serving great all day. ’ 


Reports predict imminent 
announcement of Hiddink’s sacking 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Spanish newspapers pre- 
dicted Sunday that Real 
Madrid’s Dutch coach 
Guus Hiddink would not 
survive the weekend, in the 
wake of the team's latest 
embarrassing league per- 
formance. 

“Hiddink has been sen- 
tenced,” read the headline 
in leading daily El Pais, 
following the European 
champions' 1-0 loss at 
home Saturday to Athletic 
Bilbao in the 23rd-round of 
the domestic league. 

The paper announced that 
club chairman Lorenzo 
Sanz had already taken the 
decision to sack Hiddink 
and seek the services of 
Italian coach Fabio 
Capello. 

Capello. who coached 
Madrid to the Spanish 
league title in his only sea- 
son with the club in 1997, 


was due in the Spanish cap- 
ital Sunday, ostensibly to 
give a lecture on football 
strategy at a physical edu- 
cation school. 

“...and Capello arrives 
today.” read the banner 
headline of Madrid-based 
sports daily AS. superim- 
posed on a photo of Real 
fans gesturing their anger 
during Saturday’s game. 

With Madrid unable to 
find consistent form this 
season, speculation was 
high that Hiddink would 
get the ax after Real lost 3- 
0 to perennial rival FC 
Barcelona last Sunday. 

But a 6-2 win Wednesday 
over racing santander in the 
King's Cup won the 
Dutchman a temporary 
respite until Saturday's loss 
at home to athletic brought 
the Santiago Bemabeu 
Stadium to its feet with 
shouts of “fiiera. fiiera” 


(out, out). 

The defeat was Madrid's 
third in its last five league 
matches, dropping it to 11- 
4-8 and 37 points, and leav- 
ing the powerhouse in fifth 
place but in danger of slip- 
ping a spot when Deportivo 
La Coruna plays its 23rd 
round match Sunday. 

Precious preparation time 
for Madrid’s Mar. 3 
European champions 
league quarterfinal game 
against Dinamo Kiev is 
also ticking away. 

Hiddink, fresh from the 
success of coaching the 
Dutch national team to No. 
4 in last year’s World Cup 
in France, took over at 
Madrid from German Jupp 
Heynckes. 

Heynckes led Madrid to 
its record seventh European 
Champions Cup last sea- 
son. but was fired after the 
club failed to dominate 


Barcelona in the domestic 
league. 

Reporters were camped 
outside Sanz's home 
Sunday waiting for confir- 
mation that Hiddink’s days 
were definitively over, and 
that Capello * was his 
favoured replacement, 
national Spanish radio said. 

Capello has himself been 
the target of bitter insults 
from disappointed fans at 
his last club, AC Milan, 
that he coached to four 
Italian league titles in five 
years before moving to 
Real Madrid but failed to 
resuscitate from failing for- 
tunes when he rejoined in 
1997. 

He left Milan after last 
season when the team fin- 
ished a disappointing 10th 
in the 18-team Serie A, 
well out of contention for 
berths in the European 
tournaments. 


Trinidad beats Whitaker 


' / M? *'»«»• ...• V.M'1 


NEW YORK ■ (AP) — Felix 
Trinidad Jr. boxed rings around 
aging Pernell Whitaker and 
retained the IBF welterweight title 
in a one-sided decision at Madison 
Square Garden. 

During the Saturday night bout 
the 35-year-old Whitaker used 
every trick but he simply couldn’t 
handle his taller, younger oppo- 
nent. 

Trinidad peppered the left-handed 
Whitaker with right-hand leads 
throughout the 12 rounds and 
knocked him down with a right to 
the chin late in the second round. 

It was the first fight in 16 months 
for Whitaker, who did not fight last 
year while in drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation. His age, the layoff 
and his lifestyle caught up with 
him. 

Judges melvin lathan and robert 
exton each scored it for Trinidad 
118-109. Judge Samuel Conde 
Lopez favoured Trinidad 1 17-1 10. 

The AP scored 116-111 for 
Trinidad. 

“He didn't do anything, we’ll see 
what the people think,” Whitaker 
said. “I had a good time. I thought 
I won.” 

But when Lou Duva, one of 
Whitaker’s trainers was asked who 
he thought won, he pointed to 
Trinidad. When asked why Duva 
said “more punches, better punch- 



Julio Cesar Green, left lands a left to Darren Obah's chin in the 7th round dur- 
ing their WBA Interim Middleweight Championship bout at New York's 
Madison Square Garden Saturday, Feb. 20, 1999. Green won the bout bv wav of 
TKO in the 9th round (AP photo) 7 7 


In another title fight, Terronn 
Millett who still has a bullet in bis 
back from being shot while some- 
one was trying to rob him in 1991, 
knocked down Vince Phillips twice 
and stopped him at 1:58 of the fifth 
round to win the IBF junior welter- 
weight (140 pounds/63.50 kilos) 
title. 

While the crowd of 13.821 in the 
Garden was watching the Millett- 
Phillips fight, HBO viewers were 
watching a rerun of Oscar de la 


Hoya’s* split decision victory 
against Ike Quartey last Saturday. 

Trinidad, of Puerto Rico, hopes to 
fight De La Hoya, but he might 
have trouble staying at 147 pounds 
(67 kilos) much longer. 

He and Whitaker each weighed 
147 (67) at the weigh-in, but were 
at 155 pounds (70 kilos) by fight 
time. 

At times the fight was marred by 
rough tactics from both fighters. In 
the sixth round, referee Benji 
Estevez stopped action for several 
seconds to allow Whitaker to 
recover from a low blow. 

Whitaker went down in the sec- 


ond round from a right to the chin 
with 25 seconds left. He bounced 


up immediately. 

In the 10th and 12th rounds. 
Whitaker dropped to the seat of his 
pants when trapped in a comer by 


Trinidad. The second time, 
Trinidad kept punching until the 
referee pulled him off. 

Whitaker had a big round in the 
seventh when he connected with a 
right hook and two jarring lefts to 
the head that shook Trinidad. 

Trinidad came back in the eighth 
*oupd to land a left hook that hurt 
Whitaker and then followed with a 
four-punch flurry that backed the 
challenger up. 

It was Trinidad's unerring right- 
nand lead that really spelled the 
difference, 

Trinidad, a 4 1/2-1 favourite, who 
earned $4.5 million, boosted his 
record to 34-0 with 29 knockouts. 
Whitaker, a former world champi- 
? h n J n \° ur classes from lightweight 
junior middleweight, 
earned $ r .5 million. His record is 

41-3-1 with 17 knockouts. 


Bruce Willis .. in 


MERCURY 

RISING 


Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:15. 
3 JO, 12:30 


Adellmam. Wafa'Amer& 
Kama I Shinawi .. in 


Comedian 
A'dei Emmam .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30,6:15. 

3 JO, 12:30 


AL ZA'EEM 


Adellmam, Wafa'AmerA 
Kama I Shinawi .. in 

ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA' AL WAZIR 


ABDOUN ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/GaIleria www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6 JO, 9:45 


TBA' AL WAZIR THERE’S 

Sh ™ S: 8 : 3 o 30 i'o Z M ’ 6:30 ' SOMETHING ABOUT SINGLES 

CONCORDE " 2 " MARY Shows: 3 : 00 , 6 : 30 , 8 : 30 , 10:30 


Sleepwalkers 

Shows: 3:30, 5 JO only 


Stern: 3:30, 630, 830, 1030 
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'Pacers pass the Bucks in final seconds 
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MILWAUKEE CR) _ Chris 
Mullin’s 1 8-footer with 18 sec- 
onds left snapped a tie and the 
Indiana Pacers made a pair of big 
defensive plays to hold on for an 
82-80 victory Saturday over the 
upstart Milwaukee Bucks. 

After Mullin’s wide-open 
jumper, the Pacers (6-3) turned to 
defence for their fourth win in five 
games. Antonio Davis blocked a 
lane jumper by Glenn Robinson, 
who had 31 points and 10 
rebounds. 

“It was pretty hectic at the end,” 
said Muilin, who scored nine 
points. “We got our opportunity on 
Antonio’s big block. We knew we 
0 had to defend Glenn Robinson, 
because he’s their go-to guy.” 

Milwaukee had one more chance 
but when they inbounded to point 
guard Terrell Brandon, he tried to 
dribble through a double-team and 
lost the ball. 

The Buck complained bitterly 
that Robinson, who led 
Milwaukee with 31 points, was 
held on their last possession. 

Reggie Miller scored 20 points 
for the Pacers, who moved into a 
tie for first in the Central Division 




with Atlanta. 


„■ ■ 

Indiana entered the game one- 



half game behind Milwaukee (5- 

1 

V. 

3). 



“We got a big block and execut- 



ed the pick-and-roll,” Pacers 



guard Mark Jackson said “The 



Bucks are a great basketball team 



#with great shooters and scorers. 

Mb 


Fortunately, we came away with 

ur 


the victory.” 



In Salt Lake City, Karl Malone 

t-J 


scored 28 points and surpassed 

ft. 


28,000 for his career as the Jazz 



trounced the Supersonics 110-80 


•• 

four days after being embarrassed 

te 


in Seattle. 


Jf 

In a battle of unbeatens on 

7' 


Tuesday, the Supersonics shut 


= • - 

down the Jazz, 71-56, holding 

*r- 


Utah to the second-lowest NBA 

V 

. * 

total since the advent of the shot 
clock. Malone. led the Jazz with 



only 15 points. 



”1 think we came out with a lot 

£ 


more energy than what we had up 



there.” Jazz coach Jerry Sloan 
said. 

*P- 


^ “We had the advantage Tuesday. 



Utah Jazz centre Greg Ostertag (L) goes high block a shot by Seattle Supersonics guard Hersey Hawkins 
during the first quarter of their NBA game, on Saturday in Salt Lake City (Reuters photo) 
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■ “VJ *■ VI W IVI 

ward Detlef Schrempf said. “They 
had things going for them tonight 
We didn’t” I „ : _ . . 

These teams have represented 
the Western Conference in the 
NBA finals the last three seasons. 
The Jazz improved to 8-1 atop the 


Midwest Division. The Sonics fell ning for the fourth rime in six 
to 6-2 with their second straight days. SI -71 over the Houston 
loss but remain atop the Pacific Rockets. 

..flivisipn. » « 

. .Hersey. Hawkins, scored; 14_ J5 rebounds, for. Miami; whiph 
points for Seattle. became the first team to win three 

In Miami, the Miami Heat con- games in as many days with a 91- 
rinued to make a mockery of the 80 victory at Detroit on 
condensed NBA schedule, win- Wednesday. 


Despite the absence of injured 
starters Jamal Mashbum and 
Voshon Lenard. Miami has won 
five in a row in the last, 10 days. 

“The team 1 was. stunned and . 
embarrassed by their 1-3 start,” 
Miami coach Pat Riley said. “Now 
they’re working harder” 

Miami held Houston to a fran- 


chise record- low nine points in the 
third quarter. 

In Cleveland, Shawn Kemp had 
24 points and 11 rebounds and 
Derek Anderson added 19 points 
to lead tiie Cleveland Cavaliers to 
their fifth straight victory, 89-84 
over the slumping New Jersey 
Nets. 

The Nets, who suffered a heart- 
breaking overtime loss to Houston 
on Thursday, held a 78-74 lead 
with 4:07 to play before the 
Cavaliers took control down the 
stretch. 

In Portland. Brian Grant scored 
IS points and grabbed an -NBA 
season-high 24 rebounds as the 
Trail Blazers held off the Golden 
State Warriors 90-84 for their 
fourth straight victory. 

Grant is averaging 19.6 boards 
over his last three games for 
Portland, which improved to 4-0 at 
home. 

Isaiah Rider added a season-high 
27 points for Portland, which held 
a 55-35 rebounding advantage 
over the league’s best team on the 
boards. 

Jason Caffey had a season-high 
20 points and 12 rebounds for the 
Warriors, who had a four-game 
winning streak stopped. 

In Los Angeles, Gary Trent came 
off the bench to score a season- 
high 25 points and added a career- 
high 15 rebounds as the Dallas 
Mavericks snapped a seven-game 
losing streak with a 105-90 victo- 
ry over the winless Los Angeles 
Clippers. 

Michael Finley also established 
a season-high with 31 points for 
the Mavericks. 

In Philadelphia. Mookie 
Blaylock made two clutch 3-point- 
ers down the stretch to repel a 
rally as the Atlanta Hawks dealt 
the Philadelphia 76ers their fourth 
straight loss, 76-69. 

T railin g by 13 points entering 
the fourth quarter, the 76ers surged 
within 68-4>6 before the Hawks 
struck back. 

“I don’t think we played that 
well,” Blaylock said. 

“You’ve got to feel that you can 
put a team away, not let them bang 
around like we did. But we stuck 
in there and got a win.” 

Atlanta’s Steve Smith scored 14 
points before leaving with a 
sprained right knee in the third 
period. Allen Iverson led the 
Sixers with 26. 



Tyson faces disciplinary 
hearing after tossing TV 


ROCKVILLE, Maryland 
(AFP) — Jailed former 
heavyweight boxing cham- 
kpion Mike Tyson faces a 
^disciplinary hearing here 
Monday after burling a tele- 
vision set into a set of metal 
bars, officials said. 

The outburst could 
prompt prison officials to 
place tighter restrictions on 
Tyson, who with good 
behavoir might be able to 
resume fight training in 
May and box through a 
work release programme. 

No one was injured in 
Tyson’s angry outburst, 
w’hich came friday night at 
the montgomery county 
detention center, where he 
spent Saturday in isolation. 
} “He threw a TV." county 
corrections department 
spokesman Eric Seleznow 
said. “He threw it against 
some bars with people on 
the ocher side.’’ 

Tyson, 32, has been kept 
with about 12 other prisons 
in a special section of the 
jail secluded from the main 
population of 640 prisoners 
since he received a one-year 
jail sentence Feb. 5. 

Tyson pleaded no contest 
to assault charges stemming 




Mike Tyson (File photo) 

from an August 31 auto 
accident in which he 
punched an elderly man and 
tricked another after their 
vehicle re-ended one being 
driven by Tyson’s wife 
Monica. 

Attorneys for Tyson have 
two weeks to file an appeal 
of the sentence and seek a 
trial on the charges if they 
desire. 

An Indiana judge is wait- 
ing to see wbat action, if 
any, Tyson takes before rul- 


ing whether or not Tyson's 
actions violated his proba- 
tion for a 1 992 rape convic- 
tion. That probation is 
scheduled to expire next 
month. 

No conviction was made 
against Tyson because of 
his no contest plea, which 
has no equivalent under 
Indiana law. But if Tyson is 
ruled to have violated his 
probation, he could face 
punishment up to another 
four years in prison. 


80,000 Sydney residents get first 
Jook at new Olympic stadium 


Athletic Bilbao topples Madrid 
1-0, jeers return for Real 

MADRID. Spain (AP) — 

Santiago Ezquerro continued 
Real Madrid's woes on 
Saturday, scoring in the 73rd 
minute to lift Athletic Bilbao 1- 
0 and renew calls for the dis- 
missal of Real coach Guus 
Hiddink. 

The loss at home was 
Madrid's second-straight and 
third in its last five league 
matches, dropping it to 11-4-8 
and 37 points, in fifth place in 
the Spanish league but in danger 
of slipping a spot when 
Deportivo La Coruna plays its 
23rd round match Sunday. 

The victory improved Bilbao 
to seventh place with a 10-7-5 
record and 37 points, six behind 
Priraera division leader 
Barcelona, which was to face 
third-placed Celta on Sunday. 

In two other games Saturday, 

Extremadura beat Beds 2-1 and 
Zaragoza won 4-2 over Racing 
in Santander. 

But in Madrid. Real pushed 
forward constantly but lacked 
coordination and its attacks dis- 
sipated. 

Bilbao nearly went ahead in 
the 55th minute when Ismael 
Urzaiz’s header was spectacu- 

R**l Madrid’s Rani Gonzalez, left, goes fora high ball against 
Pf , Fwnwtm'c rmhr 811 unidentified Athletic Bilbao player during a league soccer 

P i Rminuies larer Real's Santiago Bernaben stadium mi Saturday in 

rooted smash 18 minutes later. „ D . A . . 

By the final whistle, the while- MadntL ReaI ** the °' 1 (APi,hoto ’ 
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SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — About 80,000 
Sydney residents turned out on sunny Sun- 
day to get their first walk around the ath- 
letics track the stadium that will house the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the 

2000 Olympics. . . 

New South Wales state Olympics minis- 
ter Michael Knight said the huge turnout 
for the great stadium walk showed the 
public still supported the Sydney games 
despite the international Olympic bribery 

scandal. , _ _ , 

It was the public s first opportunity to 
see inside the 1 10.0<X)-seat stedium 
Australia at Homebush Bay, wh.ch w.Il 
•>pen with a rugby league double-header 


on March 6. 

“1 think this really shows that 
Sydneysiders and Australian people in 
general are interested in the Olympics and 
not in the International Olympic 
Committee and all the nonsense to do with 
Salt Lake City,” Knight told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. radio. 

The first person in line for the historic 
walk was 67-year-old Struan Lamport, 
who declared it “wonderful.” 

“I’ve been looking forward to absorbing 
some of the atmosphere that the athletes 
will experience,” Lamport said. 

“I’ve been to homebush bay before and I 
think it’s fantastic.” 


handkerchief waving crowd at 
Santiago Bemabeu stadium was on its feet 
"fuera, fiiera” (out, out) at the club manager 
Lorenzo Sanz as well as Hiddink. 

Hiddink’s job has looked increasing 
uncertain in recent weeks, especially on a 3- 
0 drubbing by arch-rival Barcelona on Feb. 
14. Wednesday’s 6-2 victory over racing in 
the Copa Del Rey afforded him a momen- 
tary reprieve, but Saturday's loss only 
fueled his problems. 

"We played well in the first half. We had 
bad luck,” Hiddink said. “I am not a fright- 
ened man." 

Elsewhere, at Almendralejo, Argentine 
striker Carlos Dure score with two minutes 
remaining, capping a flurry which saw all 
three goals in the final 12 minutes and giv- 
ing Extremadura the victory. 

Extremadura took the lead in the 78th 
minute on a penalty converted by Jose Toril, 


but Jose Galvez equalised for Beds within 
five minutes. 

At Santander, four different players scored 
for Zaragoza and it cruised to its victory 
over racing. 

Roberto Acuna of Paraguay puf Zaragoza 
ahead in the 20th minutes and Pablo Jose 
Diaz scored the eventual game winner nine 
minutes later to put his side ahead 2-1. 

Bosnian Sabo Milosovic made in 3-1 in 
the 69th and Marcos Vales added the finale 
just before the final whistle. 

The remaining 23rd-round matches were 
set for Sunday with Mallorca at Oviedo, 
Atletico Madrid at Real Sociedad, Alaves 
hosts Tenerife, Salamanca welcomes 
Villarreal and Valencia plays at home to 
Valladolid, as does Espanyol against 
Deportivo La Coruna. 


King Abdullah affirms 
Pan-Arab Games will 
proceed as planned 

Prince Ali appointed 
president of JSF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Saturday said the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games will be held on 
time. May 1999. 

King Abdullah, who was 
speaking during a meeting 
at the Royal Court with 
Saleh Irsheidat, head of the 
higher administrative com- 
mittee of the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games, which the Kingdom 
is hosting, stressed the need 
for unified efforts in order 
to ensure the upcoming 
Games become the success 
His Majesty the late King 
Hussein wished. 

Also Saturday, and upon 
directives from King 

Abdullah. Minister of 

Social Development and 
acting Minister of Culture 
and Youth Mohammad 


Kheir Mamsar appointed 
HRH Prince Ali president 
of the Jordanian Soccer 
Federation iJSF). 

Athletes and sport offi- 
cials expressed their satis- 
faction with the appoint- 
ment, saying that Prince Ali 
has showed great interest in 
many sports, expecting he 
will provide momentum to 
all sports. 

The federation’s secretary 
general Mohammad 

Hamdan added: "The feder- 
ation is honoured to have 
Prince Ali as its president in 
accordance with the late 
King Hussein’s desire." 

Former Minister of 
Culture and Youth, Saleh 
Irsheidat, was appointed 
vice-president of the feder- 
ation. 


Schmitt leads German 
double in ski jump 


BISCHOFSHOFEN, Austria 
(AP) — Martin Schmitt 
uncorked a huge second 
jump to clinch the gold medal 
and lead a 1-2 German tri- 
umph Sunday in the large-hill 
ski jumping event at (he 
Nordic Ski World 
Championship. 

Schmitt, this year's sensa- 
tion on the World Cup circuit 
with seven victories, leaped 
129.5 metres off the K120 
WO in the second series to 
beat countryman Sven 
Hanna wald and Japan's 
Hideharu Miyahira, who took 
the bronze. 

Hie final results reversed 
the order of the first heat, 
when Harm a wald jumped 
127 metres to lead ahead of 
Schmitt, who leaped 126. 

Schmitt’s second jump was 
by far die longest of the day 
and gave him a total of 263.4 
points. Hannawald whose 
second leap was also 127 
metres, earned 261 .7 points. 

Miyahira led a valiant 
Japanese effort but had to set- 
tle for the bronze. Ms second 
jump of 128 metres was the 
second longest of the rainy 
day and coupled with his first 
leap of 125.5 gave him a total 
of 258.8 points. 

“Everyone expected me to 
win and I was under a lot of 
pressure.” said Schmitt, 21. 


who has taken ski jumping by 
a storm in his thud season. 
But be had already caught 
attention last year when he 
helped Germany win die sil- 
ver medal in the Olympic 
team event in Nagano. 

*1 had to take risks. The 
double victory is an excellent 
result,” he said 

Hannawald. who has been 
struggling throughout the 
season, said he wasn't disap- 
pointed by missing the gold 
"I achieved my goal,” be 
said While the Japanese had 
the superior style on their 
side, the Germans had longer 
jumps. 

Jaime Ahonen of Finlan d 
the 1997 normal hill world 
champion and World Cup 
leader, took fourth place, 
ahead of Kazuyoshi Rmakj 
of Japan, the Olympic normal 
hfll champion and Masatako 
Harada, another Japanese 
who was the defending 
champion. 

The most prominent vic- 
tims of the tost round were 
Olympic large-hill champion 
Jani Soimnen of Finland last 
two season’s overall Worid 
Cup winner and Lasse 
Ottesen of Noway, a 1994 
Olympics silver medalist. 
They all foiled to make the 
cut of 30 qualifiers for the 
second round 
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Turkey warns Europe to 
stay out of Ocalan trial 

Kurds stage protests in Iran 


Agencies 


TURKISH PRIME Minister 
BuJent Ecevit warned 
Europeans Sunday to mind 
their own business as Ankara 
prepares for the trial of Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

“We will expect the politi- 
cians and governments of for- 
eign countries and the represen- 
tatives of any iraemational body 
to refrain from attempts to put 
pressure on our courts,” Ecevit 
told reporters tnAnkara. 

“Particularly those govern- 
ments who have prevented their 
own judiciary from performing' 
their functions as a concession 
to PKK [Kurdish Labour Party] 
terrorism are not entitled to give 
lessons In justice to any coun- 
try,” he added. 

A European Union (EU) 
spokesman earlier said that EU 
foreign ministers plan to take up 
the issue at a meeting on 
Monday, and the Council of 
Europe has announced a forth- 
coming visit to Turkey to 
demand guarantees for a fair 
trial of Ocalan. 

“We would consider such 
attempts as an unacceptable 
affront to Turkish justice,” 
Ecevit said. 

The Turkish foreign ministry 
also warned Europeans against 
meddling in theTuridsh judicia- 
ry process. 

’ “The most important contri- 
bution the European Union, the 
Council of Europe and the other 
circles can make to this process 
is to fulfil their own responsibil- 
ities in the fight against tenor- 
ism. instead of pretending they 
can manipulate it,” the ministry 
said Saturday. 

Turkey would not tolerate any 
outside interference with the 
trial, it added. 

Three prosecutors from the 
Ankara state security court on 
Sunday flew to the prison island 
of Imrali. where Ocalan is 
being held, to begin interroga- 
tion. 

Prosecutor Talat Salk said the 
interrogations would be com- 
pleted by Tuesday. 

After a month for the prose- 


cution to prepare the indkanient 
and another two weeks for the 
defence to review it. the trial 
should open in eariy April and 
be wrapped up within weeks 
for a verdict sometime in May, 
according to Turkish press 
reports. 

This timetable means that the 
trial will coincide with parlia- 
mentary elections scheduled for 
April IS. 

Thridsh police detained 380 
people in Istanbul for involve- 
ment in protests supporting 
Ocalan during which five 
policemen were shot and 
wounded, Anatolia news 
agency said on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, violent anti- 
TUridsh demonstrations have 
erupted across western Iran in 
protest at the capture of Ocalan, 
Iranian newspapers and 
Kurdish groups reported 
Sunday. 

Protestors have taken to the 
streets in several towns in Iran’s 
western Kurdistan provinces 
since Friday and several people 
were reported killed in dashes 
with security fences. 

‘Ttemonstratore, chanting 
slogans in support of the 
Kurdish movement in Iranian 
Kurdistan and calling for a solu- 
tion to the Kurdish problem 
were attacked by gove rnm e n t 
forces and their demonstration 
was bloodily repressed,’* the 
Iran branch of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) said 

“According to the informa- 
tion we have, several people 
have keen killed and wounded 
and dozens of others arrested" 
the KDP said in a statement 
received in Nicosia. 

Iran's conservative Quds 
newspaper reported sporadic 
clashes between police and 
demonstrators in the town of 
Oruntiyeh, while Jahan-e-IsIam 
newspaper said two youngsters 
were killed by police attempt- 
ing to ward off an attack on die 
Tltrkish consulate there. 

The daily Hamshamri, the 
paper of the Tehran municipali- 
ty, said there had also been 
clashes in the western rowns of 
Sanandaj, Baneh and Saqez. 


Arrests in Omagh bomb case 


BELFAST (R) — Police on both sides of the Irish bonder said on 
Sunday they had made some arrests in connection with Northern 
Ireland's worst bombing. The arrests, linked to last August's 
bombing of the town of Omagh in which 29 people were killed 
were made eariy in the day in what appeared to be coordinated 
police raids on both sides of the Irish border A Belfast police 
spokesman declined to say how many people were arrested in 
British-ruled Northern Ireland But in the Insh Republic, police 
said five people were detained in Dundalk. Responsibility for the 
Omagh bomb, which also injured 200 people, was claimed by 
the Real IRA. a renegade republican guerrilla splinter group 
opposed to the peace process. 


'Remains of 70 found in Algiers grave’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian rescue workers escavafing a mass 
grave near Algiers have unearthed the remains of at least 70 peo- 
ple believed to be victims of Islamists, the local daily Liberte said 
on Sunday. ‘The remains of at least 70 people have been 
removed by rescue workers from a mass grave in Staifia district 
in Ouied Ailel town, 20- km south of central Algiers," Liberte 
said quoting rescue workers. It .said the people whose remains 
had been unearthed had been killed by Islamiks and their bodies 
dumped into the grave. Ouied Ailel was the main base of the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA), Algeria's most radical guerrilla 
faction, from 1994 to 1996 when government troops recovered 
control of the area after fierce battles, according to liberte. 


Israelis wound Lebanese woman 


SIDON ( .AFP) — A Lebanese woman was wounded Sunday 
when Israeli forces fired on a village next to the zone they occu- 
py in south Lebanon, police said Sana Shibani, 33, was hit in the 
shoulder by a bullet fired from an Israeli post on Arab Salim in 
the [qlim AJ Touffah heights, a stronghold of the Hizbolliih guer- 
rilla movement which is fighting the Israeli occupation. So for 
this year one Lebanese civilian has been lolled and 16 others 
wounded by Israeli forces, according to an AFP count. 


Mubarak to Italy, Germany for talks 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak, in a trip to 
Italy and Germany this week, is expected to urge Europe to 
shoulder a greater role in Middle East peace efforts. “A main 
European political role is needed at this stage.” Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told reporters on Saturday. He said Mubarak would 
also discuss Egypt's partnership negotiations with the European 
Union (EU) and the Kosovo crisis. Mubarak will arrive in Rome 
on Monday and go to Berlin on Tbesday. presidential sources 
said Earlier this month he held talks with Bench President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris. 


Iran reports inspection of chemical sites 


TEHRAN (R) — A team of international chemical weapons 
inspectors toured Iran’s chemical sites last week to ensure it abid- 
ed by’ its commitment not to produce such weapons, the official 
Iranian News Agency IRNA reported on Sunday. The inspectors 
from the Oreanisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
visited the unidentified sites to “verify the truth of the statements 
made” by Iran on the nature of their operations, it said IRNA did 
not say where the facilities were located or what they produced. 


The police were reported to 
have intervened to break up 
Kurdish rallies, and markets in a 
number of other towns dosed 


in protest 

Kundish sources said the inte- 
rior ministry had given them 
permission to hold a rally out- 
side the UJM. buflding in Tehran 
on Sunday to demand Ocalan 's 
release. 

An influential banian Kurd 
MP called on toe country's 
Kurdish population to rise up in 
protest against Turkey, which 
be accused of having 
“repressed the Kurdish people 
and flouted their rights for 
decades." 

“Tbikish leaders must know 
that Ocal an 's capture will not 
hinder the legitimate struggle of 
Kurds in Thrkey” Bahaeddin 
Adah told parliament on 
Sunday. 

In Israel Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
cabinet praised Israeli security 
guards who shot and killed 
three Kunfish protesters who 
stormed load's consulate in 
Berlin last week. 

“The prime minister and 
other cabinet ministers 
expressed their appreciation 
and praise for the manner in 
which consulate security guards 
responded to toe incident.” said 
a statement released after the 
weekly cabinet meeting. 

It slid toe ministers were 
briefed on Wfednesday’s shoot- 
ing by Ami Ayakw. head of the 
Shin Bel secret service which is 
responsible for guarding the 
country's diplomatic missions, 
and by Foreign Ministry 
Director General Eitan Beii- 
Tsur. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon issued a statement 
Sunday wanting Kurds that 
Israel would take “all necessary 
measures to defend its diplo- 
matic missions and citizens in 
coordination with local authori- 
ties." 

He also stressed that Israel 
has “deep and friendly relations 
with the Kurdish people” and 
reaffirmed that Israel was not 
involved in Ocalan ’s capture. 



Sudan 
president 
says 
ready to 
let south 
secede 


NEED A LIFT? Rickshaw pullers wait Sunday for customers on a Beijing streetcorner. Rickshaws have not been 
seen in the Chinese capital for many years, bat a company which runs tours of Beijing’s back alleys recently 
received permission to use a s mall number of them as & tourist novelty (AP photo) 


Ban sought against Arab Israeli party 


KHARTOUM <R) — 

Sudan's President Omar 
Hassan Bashir has said he 
is ready to let the south 
secede if that would end the 
country's 1 5-year-old civil 
war. 

State television on 
Saturday night quoted 
Bashir as telling ‘a Qatari 
television station his gov- 
ernment would continue to 
try to preserve the unity of 
the mainly Muslim north 
and the -Christian and ani- 
mist south but that seces- 
sion w as better than war. 

“The possibilities of unity 
stand, so do the possibilities . 
of separation." said Bashir, 
who leads an Islamist gov- 
ernment. 

“However, the option of 
separation with peace is 
better than that of unity 
with the continuation of the 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli minister demanded 
Sunday that an Arab Israeli 
party, toe National Democratic 
Alliance, be banned from run- 
ning in May elections because 
it rejects toe definition of Israel 
as a Jewish state. 

“A party which rejects the 
existence of the state of Israel 
as a Jewish state is breaking 
the law and cannot put for- 
ward candidates for election,” 
said Michael ‘Eitan, a minister 
without portfolio in Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's right-wing gov- 
ernment 

‘Eitan also attacked the 
alliance’s leader, outgoing 
member of parliament Azmi 
Bishara, for statements sup- 
porting the Lebanese Islamist 
mili tia Hizh o llah, which is 
waging a war against Israel’s 
occupation of south Lebanon. 

The minister said on Israel 
Radio that be would demand 
that the stale central elections 
commission bar toe alliance. 


known by its Arabic acronym. 
Balad, from running candi- 
dates in the May 17 parlia- 
mentary elections. 

Balad held a convention 
Saturday in toe Arab Israeli 
city of Nazareth to define its 
campaign platform and pick 
its slate of candidates for toe 
polls. 

In toe previous parliamen- 
tary election in 1996, Balad 
ran a joint, list of candidates 
with toe Jewish- Arab Hadash. 
or Communist Patty, which 
elected five deputies to the 
1 20-member Knesset 

At Saturday's convention 
and in radio interviews 
Sunday. Bishara said his party 
would strive to “eradicate toe 
Jewish-Zionist nature of toe 
state and its racist laws.” 

‘Tt’s time for Israel to 
become a normal country for 
all its citizens and not be 
defined as a homeland for all 
toe wold’s Jews," Bishara 
said on Sunday, calling in par- 
ticular for the abrogation of 


the law of return which gives 
all Jews automatic Israeli citi- 
zenship. 

“We must change toe image 
and Zionist character of Israel 
and take into account that 
more than a million Arabs live 
in tins country” said Bishara. a 
philosophy professor at Bir 
Zeit University on toe West 
Bank. 

Arab Israelis. Palestinians 
who refused id flee then- 
homes located within toe bor- 
ders of Israel when toe Jewish 
state was created in 1948. now 
make up 18 per cent of the 
countty's total population of 
six million. 

Orly Adass. a spokeswoman 
for the elections commission, 
said Israeli law permits toe 
outlawing of political groups 
on three grounds — “negating 
toe existence of the stale of 
Israel as a state of the Jewish 
nation, negating the democrat- 
ic nature of the state and incit- 


ing racism. 

One Arab party, the Land 


Movement was barred from 
running for elections in the 
1960s before the current elec- 
tion laws were in place, Adass 
said. She was unable to say 
why the party was outlawed. 

Bishara also outraged 'Eitan 
by speaking fevourably 
Saturday about Hizbollah, 
whose fighters have killed 
scores of Israeli troops in toe 
Israeli-occupied buffer zone of 
South Lebanon over the past 
decade. 

He described Hizbollah as 
“a brave nationalist force 
which has taught Israel some 
lessons.” 

“Hizbollah, an Islamist 
movement, has through its 
firmness and sacrifices 
become a symbol in the mod- 
em Arab World for its battle 
against the Israeli occupation 
of South Lebanon.” he said. 

‘Eitan called Bishara's 
remarks “an intolerable apolo- 
gy for Hizbollah, which is a 
terrorist organisation and our 
number one enemy.” 


war. 

The civil war in Sudan 
has been raging since 1983 
between Khartoum and the 
main rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army, which has 
been fighting for autonomy 
in the south. 

Initial reactions to 
Bashir's remarks from 
southerners were support- 
ive but cautious. 

“I hope Bashir will now 
make good his promise and 
let the south go because 
lasting peace will not come 
unless toe south is indepen- 
dent,” said one southerner. 

Another was sceptical, 
saying: “Most northern 

politicians say they are 
going to give southerners 
what they want, but none 
has really given us what we 
want most — our freedom.” 

The independent A1 Rai 
A1 Aam newspaper said on 
Sunday the government had 
opted for dialogue with toe 
opposition. 


Man charged with libel for Yemen kidnap suspect 
sending complaint to Mubarak provides court with alibi 


CAIRO (AP) — A university 
student angry over a land dis- 
pute feces two years in jail 
for trying to send Egypt's 
president a telegram claiming 
there is no justice under his 
regime. 

“Justice is lost." 27-year- 
old Mohammad Teyfour 
wrote in toe telegram. 
“Security has been lost in 
your era. Mubarak. No to 
injustice, no to lack of securi- 
ty, no to Mubarak.” 

The telegram was never 
sent by the operator in toe 
Nile delta town of 
Daraanhour who, likely fear- 
ing reprisals himself, contact- 
ed toe police instead. Teyfour 
was charged with libel and 
insulting the president, which 


can cany up to two years in 
prison. 

The telegram was printed 
Sunday in toe weekly opposi- 
tion A1 Arabi newspaper. It 
said friar he was arrested soon 
after trying to send toe 
telegram Jan. 22. On 
Saturday, he was ordered 
detained another 15 days, the 
opposition A1 Wafd newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

Human rights groups in 
Egypt criticised the arrest 

“It is his right to express 
himself.” said Said Abdul 
Hafez, an attorney with the 
Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights. 

“If he didn’t have that right 
then all the opposition parties 
would be in jail right now.” 


he said. 

Police officials refused to 
comment on the case. 

Teyfour's arrest comes 
amid a growing crackdown 
on dozens of journalists and 
activists accused of libelling 
officials. Since January 1998, 
six journalists have been sen- 
tenced for libel. 

Teyfour, angered that 
police had not pursued a fam- 
ily complaint against their 
landlord, went to the tele- 
graph office in Damanhour, 
140 kilometres northwest of 
Cairo, A1 Arabi reported. 

He also tried to send the 
telegram to toe head of 
Egypt’s state security service 
and the head of police in his 
province. 


ADEN (R) — One of the five 
suspects on trial in Yemen for 
toe kidnap and murder of 
Western tourists on Sunday 
provided toe court with wit- 
nesses who said be was not at 
the scene of toe kidnapping 
when toe incident took place. 

Four witnesses told toe court 
that Mohammed Ali Atef, 26. 
was in Rada, an area fer away 
from where the tourists were 
kidnapped. 

The suspects, members of the 
tittle-known Aden-Abyan 
Islamic Army, are feeing trial 
for kidnapping 16 Western 
tourists in Yemen in December. 
Four hostages — three Britons 
and an Australian — were 
lolled when Yemeni security 
forces stormed toe kidnappers* 


hideout. 

Yemen says toe kidnappers 
had already begun lolling 
hostages, but Britain has ques- 
tioned this version of events. 

The court also beard reports 
by toe prosecution related to the 
location of the kidnapping, the 
bodies of toe killed Westerners 
and weapons seized from toe 
suspects by Yemeni troops. 

The defendants did not chal- 
lenge any of toe prosecutor's 


Zein A1 Abideen A1 Mehdar, 
toe self-confessed leader of toe 
group, told the court earlier that 
his group planned anti-Western 
operations including an attack 
on a church. 

Mehdar. also known as Abu 
AJ Hassan, told toe court that 


he used to send statements to 
Abu Hamza A1 Masri, head of 
the London-based Supporters 
of Sharia (Islamic law) group, 
for him to send to the media. 

Yemen wants Britain to hand 
over A1 Masri, but British offi- 
cials say they have received no 
formal extradition request 

The prosecutor on Thursday 
presented as evidence a number 
of items found in Mehdar's 
possession including: military 
maps of Yemen, articles on 
developments in Afghanistan, 
photographs of Saudi Arabian 
dissident Osama Ben l aden 
and videotaped lectures on 
jihad or holy struggle, includ- 
ing some by Masri. 

Mehdar confirmed to toe 
coun toe items were his. 


Iran blames Iraq for assassination of senior cleric * 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran blamed 
Iraq on Sunday for toe assas- 
sination of a* leading Iraqi 
Shiite Muslim cleric and his 
two sons, saying the murders 
were pan of a systematic 
campaign of repression 
against the country’s Shiite 
community. 

Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
issued a statement condemn- 
ing toe killings of Ayatollah 
Mohammad Sadeq A1 Sadr 
and his sons on Friday, toe 
second attack on senior Shiite 
clerics in Iraq this year. 


An Iran-based Iraqi Shiite 
opposition group said there 
were major demonstrations in 
Baghdad and Karbala in 
southern Iraq on Saturday in 
protest at the assassinations. 

The Supreme Council for 
toe Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
said that dozens were killed 
and wounded and hundreds 
more arrested. 

Iraq has denied reports of 
protests in the Baghdad area. 

Iran’s state television later 
accused Iraqi authorities of 
buying the bodies of toe vic- 
tims before announcing their 


deaths on Saturday. 

Theological schools in toe 
holy Iranian city of Qom, as 
well as Tehran's powerful 
bazaar, were closed on 
Sunday in commemoration of 
toe victims. 

“Shiite Muslims of Iraq 
have been systematically per- 
secuted in Iraq in recent years. 
The oppression of Shiites in 
that country has reached its 
peak now,” Khamenei said. 

The Iranian leader said pre- 
dominantly Shiite Iran held 
Iraq responsible for the deaths 
of Sadr and his sons. 


“Baghdad will be held 
accountable to the entire 
world, especially Muslim 
countries, for what has been 
happening in Iraq.” he said in 
a statement published in 
newspapers. 

Iranian television said rela- 
tions between Sadr and the 
Baghdad government turned 
sour six months ago following 
the assassination of two other 
senior Shiite clerics in Iraq. It 
charged that Iraq had recently 
tried to bar Sadr from holding 
Friday prayers, but that he had 
refused to budge. 


His followers forcibly 
entered a mosque in southern 
Iraq last week for toe prayers 
and they intended to do the 
same this Friday when the 
ayatollah was assassinated. 

Sadr, a leading Shiite reli- 
gious figure from the Iraqi 
holy city of Najaf, was said by 
Iraqis to be a very popular 
cleric whose Friday prayers 
sermons drew large crowds. 

Iran’s foreign ministry has 
demanded the arrest and pun- 
ishment of the murderers. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
on Saturday that several of the 


killers had been arrested and 
described the murders as part 
of a plot to provoke unrest in 
the country. 

The killings was toe second 
reported attack against a . 
Shiite cleric in Iraq tins year. 

Iraqi opposition sad last 
month a cleric was wounded 
in toe southern city of Najaf. 

There have been recurrent 
reports of unrest between toe 
Sunni Muslim-led regime of 
President Saddam Hussein 
and Shiites, who make up 65 
per cent of Iraq’s 22 million” 
people. 


Eritrea says Ethiopian planes miss target in attack on airport 
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ASMARA (R) — Ethiopian Antonov 
bombers attacked the airport at 
Eritrea’s Red Sea port Assab, on 
Sunday, but Eritrean officials said all 
toe bombs missed their targets. 

Hagos Woldu, a government offi- 
cial in Assab. contacted tty telephone, 
said two Ethiopian Antonov bombers 
dropped 12 bombs near Assab airport 
shortly after 6:00 a.m. local time. 

‘There were no casualties. The 
bombs did not hit their target which 


appeared to be toe airport runway.” be 
said. 

'The closest bomb fell 200 metres 
from the airport, and the others fell 
further away along the Red Sea 
shore.” 

Woldu added there was no damage 
to port installations. 

Earlier, Ethiopian spokeswoman 
Selome Taddesse said Ethiopian 
planes had inflicted “heavy damage" 
on toe airport at Assab. 


‘This airport is a strategic military 
target which Eritrea could use to 
launch an offensive against Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia will go on hitting selected 
military positions in Eritrea.” she said. 

It was the first time in the current 
round of fighting between the two 
Horn of Africa states that Ethiopia has 
bombed an Eritrean airport 
Assab, at the southern end of the 
Red Sea, was a vital conduit for land- 
locked Ethiopia's trade before the 


bonder dispute flared into war last j 

May. on Sunday of new military activity ofl 

Ethiopia now switched its trade FfhS^ - 
to nearby Djibouti, which is linked bv . °PJ? lt has no intention of 
rail and road with Addis Ababa. 7 lining Eritrean territory and savs it 

Fighting restarted on Feb. 6 — £ wanls recapture land occupied 
on a front at Badme. southwest of die ' fighting last year. _ 
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